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2014  g E n E r a l  E l E c t i o n  E d i t i o n

This printed Voters Guide lists candidates in 27 contested races who are on the November 4, 
2014, General Election ballot and provides their answers to questions posed by the League of 
Women Voters of Texas Education Fund. It also presents the proposed Texas Constitutional 
Amendment on transportation, followed by an explanation of the amendment, arguments 
for and arguments against, as researched by trustees of the League of Women Voters of 
Texas Education Fund.
Additional information can be accessed online at www.VOTE411.org, including an online 
Voters Guide with candidate videos and races not included in the printed Voters Guide. 
VOTE411 allows voters to enter an address and review races and ballot initiatives specific 
to that address. It also includes the responses of candidates who miss the print deadline.
This Voters Guide is funded and published by the League of Women Voters of Texas 
Education Fund.  For more than 90 years, helping voters cast an informed vote when 
they go to the polls has been the primary goal of the League of Women Voters.  As an 
organization that encourages informed and active participation in government, the League 
believes that all of us are stakeholders in Making Democracy Work.  Neither the League nor 
the Education Fund supports or opposes any political party or candidate.

About this Voters Guide

This Voters Guide lists candidates for 
statewide and regional races in Texas, 
including U.S. Senator, Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Attorney General, Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, Commissioner of General 
Land Office, Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Railroad Commissioner, Texas Supreme 
Court, Court of Criminal Appeals, Courts of 
Appeals, and the State Board of Education.
Questionnaires are sent to all candidates 
in contested races. Candidate replies are 
printed without editing or verification. Due 
to space restrictions, candidates are given 
strict character limits. Replies exceeding the 

character limit are indicated by slashes (///). 
Candidates are asked to avoid references to 
their opponents; those who do not comply 
are listed with the notation, “Response does 
not meet criteria.” Candidates appearing 
with no photo failed to submit one. Those 
who do not respond to our questionnaire by 
the print deadline are listed with the notation, 
“No response received by print deadline. 
See VOTE411 for any later responses.” 
This Voters Guide is organized by office, 
with candidates listed by party.  Ballot order 
may vary from county to county. The names 
of unopposed candidates are also listed.

RACEs And CAndidAtEs

TEXAS REQUIRES VOTERS TO SHOW PHOTO ID

Texas now requires voters to show an acceptable photo ID 
at the polls. The only acceptable photo IDs are: 
Texas DeparTmenT of public safeTy (Dps) 
issueD phoTo iDs
• Driver’s license
• Personal identification card
• Concealed handgun license 
• Election Identification Certificate
uniTeD sTaTes governmenT issueD phoTo iDs
• Passport
• Military identification card
• Citizenship certificate or naturalization certificate with 

photograph
Only the above photo IDs can be accepted at the polls. 
Other photo IDs including student IDs, employer IDs 
and out-of-state driver’s licenses cannot be accepted. See 
PHOTO ID DETAILS AND EXCEPTIONS on back page.
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six-year term.  must be at least 30 years old, a resident of the united states for at least 
nine years, and a resident of texas.  one of 100 members of the u.s. senate which has 
specific powers to advise and consent to presidential appointments and treaties and 
to try impeachments.  Powers the senate shares with u.s. House of representatives 
include the power to levy taxes, borrow money, regulate interstate commerce, and 
declare war.  current annual salary:  $174,000

Senator

Questions to Candidates

immigration: the senate passed a comprehensive bill last year that would 
have bolstered border security, made legal worker programs and offered 
a path to citizenship to the estimated 11.5 million people now living here 
illegally. What specific changes, if any, would you propose to the bill so that 
it can eventually be adopted as a law? 

environment: according to the national climate assessment report, 
climate change effects are happening here and now. What steps, if any, 
should the senate take to establish environmental regulations to curb the 
effects of climate change? 

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

immigration: The Bill contains all the elements I stand for and 
will advance should I be elected. It is a question of how much 
in funds is allotted to border security and to what areas, as well 
as timing in the implementation of each of these components. 
I favor a concurrent implementation, and a comprehensive 
approach to immigration reform.
environment: I stand for a leveled, global implementation 
of mutually agreed upon standards, that impact all emitting 

countries fairly and not the current formulas that unfairly 'tax' the United States 
and other industrialized nations, while being more lenient on countries that are 
also huge greenhouse gas emitters.

other issues: Texas has more vacancies in the federal judiciary than any other 
state. We need to address this. The hostile environment in Texas towards Planned 
Parenthood and other providers of women's health services is of deep concern to 
me. Medicare and Social Security are promises made to our seniors. I will never 
vote for cuts in this programs.
EDUCATION: Doctorate of Dental Surgery, University of Texas Health Science Center

EXPERIENCE: I’m an Army veteran, and a proud husband and father. Starting from scratch, I built 
a successful multi-million a year business. I have been active in civic and charitable work and 
programs to improve education opportunities for young people.

PhONE: (214) 479-5800  |  EmAIl: info@alameelforsenate.com 
wEbsITE: alameelforsenate.com

DaviD M. alaMeel (D)

uniteD StateS

i information:
v o t e r

Voters Guide Key

(D) Democratic Party Candidate   •   (R) Republican Party Candidate
(L) Libertarian Party Candidate   •   (G) Green Party Candidate

(///) Response Exceeds Character Limit

immigration: Art 1 Sect 8 of the Constitution authorizes/
tasks Congress to both secure the borders and create a uniform 
rule of naturalization. Congress needs to secure the borders. A 
uniform rule of naturalization (path to citizenship) is already 
in place. Those who wish to legally immigrate are welcome. 
Those who have broken the law should be returned to their 
country of origin.
environment: Article 1 Section 8 of the Constitution does not 

include "climate change mitigation" or "environmental regulations." As such, 
Congress would be overstepping its bounds should any action be taken. Any 
other issues regarding environmental destruction/damage should be handled at 
the state level.

other issues: Government overstepping its Constitutional limits. Actions to 
address include: 1) Vote against any unconstitutional bill, 2) Remove second 
amendment infringements on law abiding citizens, and 3) Consolidate intelligence 
agencies & create proper oversight. No spying on US citizens. Determine cause 
of/address Veteran suicide rate of 22/day + 1/day for active duty military. 
EDUCATION: BS awarded in 1986 from Southeastern Oklahoma State University. MS awarded in 
1987 from North Texas State University. Additional graduate level Engineering courses completed 
at Texas Tech University and Southern Methodist University.

EXPERIENCE: Held positions including: Electrical Engineer, Program Manager, Capture Manager, 
Engineering Manager, and Regional Manager. Management includes oversight of thousands of 
engineers and successfully developing several billion dollars worth of products.

PhONE: (214) 202-9532  |  EmAIl: rebecca@rebeccapaddock.com 
wEbsITE: RebeccaPaddock.com

rebecca PaDDock (l)

no rEsPonsE rEcEivEd by Print dEadlinE.  sEE votE411 For any latEr rEsPonsEs.  John CoRnyn (R), EmiLy "SPiCybRown" SanChEz (G)

i information:
v o t e r

When & Where
You May Vote 

early voting: All registered voters may vote early by personal appearance at any early voting location in their county. Check with your 
local newspaper or the county clerk or election administrator for early voting times and locations. Early voting days for the November 4, 
2014, General Election are October 20 – 31.
eleCtion day voting: On Election Day you must vote in your precinct of residence (unless your area is participating in countywide vote 
centers). Your precinct is listed on your registration card, or you may find out where to vote by calling or going online with your county 
election administrator. 
County elections addresses and fax numbers are available at www.VoteTexas.gov or at www.VOTE411.org. Voting places are also listed 
in most newspapers. If you report to the incorrect polling place, you will be redirected to the correct site or offered a provisional ballot. 
You can vote by provisional ballot, but if it is determined that you are not registered in the precinct where you vote, your ballot will not 
be counted by Texas law. More information on provisional voting appears on the Texas Secretary of State website www.VoteTexas.gov.
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Four-year term.  must be at least 30 years old, a u.s. citizen, and a texas resident for 
the five years immediately preceding the election.  among duties:  executes all laws 
and conducts all business with other states and the federal government; fills appointive 
offices; fills vacancies in state or district elected offices by appointment; calls special 
sessions of the legislature and sets their agenda; signs or vetoes bills passed by the 
legislature.  current annual salary:  $150,000

health Care: Yes. Texas has some of the best doctors and 
hospitals in the country and every Texan should be able to access 
that care. We need to keep 100 billion of our tax dollars here 
in Texas to improve the health of our hardworking citizens and 
create 3 million jobs across the state over the next 10 years. It 
makes no sense to allow our tax dollars to be spent in other states.
infrastruCture: Texas’ energy industry fuels the world and 
deserves a world-class infrastructure to match. I helped pass a 

landmark water plan last year; we can begin to address our transportation needs 
by supporting Prop. 1 in November. Developing our Texas workforce through 
career-technical and higher education will help Texas remain a top job creator 
and economic competitor.

other issues: Invest in our schools and teachers. Make college more accessible 
and affordable. Sign the Texas Equal Pay Act. Fight to increase the minimum 
wage. Close tax loopholes and eliminate wasteful spending. Implement 
comprehensive immigration reform. Hardworking Texas families are the key to 
our economic success and to grow our communities, we need to empower them.
EDUCATION: I am a graduate of North Richland Hills High School in Tarrant County. After 
two years at Tarrant County College, I transferred to TCU where I graduated first in my class. I 
continued on to Harvard Law School where I graduated with honors. 

EXPERIENCE: Fort Worth City Council 1999-2007; Economic Development Committee, Chair 
Texas State Senator, 2009-present; Senate Committee on Economic Development, Senate 
Committee on Transpiration, Veteran Affairs and Military Installations Committee

PhONE: (817) 886-8863  |  EmAIl: info@wendydavistexas.com 
wEbsITE: wendydavistexas.com

Governor   

Questions to Candidates

health Care: according to the texas Health and Human services 
commission, about 1 million uninsured u.s. citizen adults below the poverty 
line in texas do not qualify for affordable coverage through either medicaid 
or the health insurance marketplace. Would you consider negotiating with 
federal medicaid officials to pursue a texas solution to close the coverage 
gap? Why or why not? 

infrastruCture: texas is the fastest growing state in the nation. the 
annual 12% population growth is placing a strain on water, energy, schools 
and transportation. What measures do you support to meet our growing 
infrastructure needs while continuing to grow a business-friendly state?  

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

WenDy r. DaviS (D)

health Care: Our healthcare system must be regulated at the 
state level, free of federal intervention; this includes repealing 
Obamacare and block-granting Medicaid. Texas provides an 
extraordinary network of access to health care, including local 
hospital districts. My ideas would enhance health care for 
women, the disabled, and veterans, and keep Texas a leader in 
medical research.
infrastruCture: I would increase funding for transportation 

by more than $4 billion annually without new debt, taxes, fees, or tolls. We must 
continue to improve water infrastructure, including by reducing regulations, 
speeding up permitting process, and working at the regional level. I supported 
Prop. 6 (2013) financing water projects, and support Prop. 1 (2014) funding 
transportation.

other issues: 1. To protect individual liberty & prosperity by preventing big 
government policies from running Texans' lives. 2. To make public education in 
Texas top-ranked in the country by empowering parents, teachers, & principals 
by restoring genuine local control. 3. To keep Texans safe by securing our border 
and curtailing spillover crime caused by international gangs & cartels.
EDUCATION: Duncanville High School, Class of 1976. Undergraduate B.B.A. in Finance from the 
University of Texas, 1981. JD from Vanderbilt University, 1984.

EXPERIENCE: Attorney General of Texas, 2002-Present. Supreme Court of Texas Justice, 1996-
2001. Judge of the 129th District Court, 1993-95. Attorney, Butler and Binion, LLP, 1984-92.

PhONE: (512) 477-2002  |  EmAIl: general@gregabbott.com 
wEbsITE: gregabbott.com

GREG abbott (r)

State of texaS

health Care: NO! Medicaid is over 25% of our budget. The 
federal government dictates the terms. We must opt out of 
Medicaid, using the savings to craft a made-for-Texas program, 
resulting in better services at lower cost. This is part of my Plan 
for Texas Independence (not secession!) so Texas stands on our 
own two feet, strong and free, sovereign and independent. See 
kathieglass.org
infrastruCture: Nullify unconstitutional federal acts -- 

Obamacare, EPA, etc. etc. Use line item veto to cut budget 50%. No taxpayer-
funded services for non-citizens. Opt out of Medicaid, replace with Texas plan. 
End property taxes, toll roads, occupational licensing. End cronyism. Stop 
funding projects with debts. Serious educational overhaul. For details, see 
kathieglass.org.

other issues: I want to be Texas Governor to unite Texans to resist tyranny 
from Washington and cronyism in Austin, to reclaim our ability to act as the 
sovereign state we are, such as securing our border-- ourselves. I'm the only 
one in this race with a vision of the coming collapse, a plan for how Texas stays 
strong and free when that time comes, and the guts to see it through.
EDUCATION: B.A. English, University of Georgia 1974; J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
1977

EXPERIENCE: Successful trial lawyer while raising family with husband Tom Glass. 
Nominations:Governor 2010; Atty.Gen. 1982. LULAC Woman of Distinction 2014. Open Carry 
Texas. Disabled American Vets. League of Independent Voters. Nix Prop 6 Coalition.

PhONE: (512) 308-6936  |  EmAIl: info@kathieglass.org 
wEbsITE: kathieglass.org

KathiE GLaSS (l)

no rEsPonsE rEcEivEd by Print dEadlinE.  sEE votE411 For any latEr rEsPonsEs.  bRanDon PaRmER (G)

i information:
v o t e r

Voting in the General Election

In the General Election in November, voters in Texas may vote for any candidate they wish, 
regardless of whether they voted in a party primary or participated in a party convention.  

All candidates from all parties are on the same ballot.
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Four-year term.  must be at least 30 years old, a u.s. citizen, and a texas resident for 
the five years immediately preceding the election. among duties as part of both the 
Executive and legislative branches:  assumes powers of governor when governor is 
absent or unable to serve; acts as President of the senate; by statute, is a member of 
several legislative branch boards and committees.  the salary is that of a state senator 
when serving as President of the texas senate and that of the governor when serving 
as governor.

transportation: I voted for SJR 1 during the 83rd 3rd 
Called Special Session proposing a constitutional amendment 
providing an estimated $1.4 B of funds in the first year for road 
and bridge projects. As Lieutenant Governor, I will work with 
our legislature and local and state leaders to find a sustainable 
and long-term solution to our transportation issues.
eduCation: I will create an education system where teachers 
are free to teach and students are free to learn. Starting with 

getting high-stakes testing off the backs of our children. We will utilize widely 
accepted sampling procedures to gather school or district data. It would also save 
taxpayers millions in testing costs that we should reinvest in our classrooms.
health Care: I will negotiate with federal Medicaid officials to pursue a Texas 
solution to close the coverage gap. 1 of every 4 Texans lacks health insurance. 
Because of Governor Perry’s decision to reject Medicaid expansion, Texas will 

lose approximately $79 B in federal matching funds over the next 10 years. That 
system is unsustainable, bad for business, and bad for Texas families.
other issues: As Lt. Governor, I will continue to work on policies that keep 
Texas the #1 state for veterans, servicemembers and their families. I will lead the 
fight against human trafficking, in making the investments in water and roads that 
our state economy needs to thrive and ensuring our children and grandchildren 
receive an education that prepares them for a global workforce.
EDUCATION: 1993 Harvard University, John F. Kennedy School of Government 1978-1979 
University of Texas at Austin, College of Pharmacy 1976-1977 University of Houston, College of 
Pharmacy 1975 University of Houston 1973-1974 St. Mary’s University

EXPERIENCE: 1999 – Present Texas State Senate District 26 1991 – 1999 Texas House of 
Representatives District 115

PhONE: (210) 737-2626  |  EmAIl: info@leticiavandeputte.com 
wEbsITE: leticiavandeputte.com

lieutenant
Governor   

Questions to Candidates

transportation: What measures do you support for texas to meet its 
growing transportation needs?  

eduCation: an educated workforce is one of the building blocks of responsible 
job growth. What measures do you support to improve our public education 
systems? 

health Care: according to the texas Health and Human services 
commission, about 1 million uninsured u.s. citizen adults below the poverty 
line in texas do not qualify for affordable coverage through either medicaid 
or the health insurance marketplace. Would you consider negotiating with 
federal medicaid officials to pursue a texas solution to close the coverage 
gap? Why or why not?  

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

leticia van De Putte (D)

State of texaS

transportation: Texas has increasingly relied on debt to 
fund our roads. Since 2004, the state’s outstanding debt has 
more than doubled to $41.3 billion and debt per Texan has 
grown to $1,584 from $865. I will move back to a pay as you 
go structure by ending the diversion of gas taxes and dedicating 
vehicle sales tax dollars to fund roads.
eduCation: As the chairman of the Senate Education committee, 
I led the charge on reducing standardized testing and reforming 

schools to better prepare our kids for college and career. I will continue to identify 
ways to link the local business community with public and higher education to 
ensure our students can pursue the college or career of their choice.
health Care: I am a strong proponent of the 10th amendment and allowing 
states to implement the health and education programs that reflect their 
circumstances and values. I also believe that medicaid is a sinking ship drowning 

under the weight of government. I support seeking a block grant from the federal 
government and allowing Texas to design a sustainable health care system.
other issues: Our increasing property taxes are hurting our business climate 
and punishing families. I am committed to passing property tax relief that will 
protect against rapidly growing taxes. I'm also committed to securing the border. 
We must protect Texas from the drug cartels and potential terrorists. We need 
Washington to pass immigration reform that does not include amnesty.
EDUCATION: University of Maryland-Baltimore 

EXPERIENCE: I have been an entrepreneur my whole life. I started working as a TV sports anchor 
in Scranton, PA. and landed in Houston. I worked as an anchor for several years and eventually 
purchased several radio stations.

PhONE: (512) 804-5526  |  EmAIl: dan@danpatrick.org 
wEbsITE: danpatrick.org

Dan Patrick (r)

transportation: We need to encourage new technologies 
like Google's driverless cars and Tesla's electric cars with their 
free refueling stations. The private sector has the answers to the 
future of transportation if only the government would get out of 
the way. We need to allow the direct sales of these new vehicles 
to the public without the outmoded car dealership monopoly.
eduCation: Public education is guaranteed by the Texas 
constitution. We need to streamline the funding process 

according to the financial need of the students. Parents should be able to choose 
which school their children attend. State money should follow those students to 
their school of choice. Schools should choose their own books & lesson plans 
without state interference.
health Care: Our goal should be effective and affordable healthcare for 
everyone. We can accomplish this goal by ending the excessive federal and state 
regulations that currently burden our system. Hospitals & doctors are spending 

more of their time & money on paperwork and less on patient care. We also need 
to end the AMA's cap on the number of residents who become doctors.
other issues: We need to legalize immigration by creating a rational process 
for people who wish to work in the US. We need to end the war on drugs because 
it hasn't stopped drug abuse and enforcement kills & injures more people than 
the actual drugs. We need to end illegal searches without warrants including 
local police, the NSA, and TSA. We need to end civil asset forfeitures.
EDUCATION: I studied International Relations at the George Washington University, and Political 
Management at the George Washington University Graduate School of Political Management. I 
was also certified to teach English as a Foreign Language in Mexico.

EXPERIENCE: I first started as the Military and Veterans Affairs intern for US Senator Connie Mack 
as a high school student in Florida. I have worked with various public officials over the years and 
have assisted in crafting state and federal legislation.

PhONE: (512) 758-9134  |  EmAIl: robert@robertdbutler.org 
wEbsITE: robertdbutler.org

robert D. butler (l)
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LiEUtEnant GovERnoR, continued

transportation: Increase spending for state infrastructure.
eduCation: Texas record on education is abysmal. We need 
to: 1) Increase spending for education. 2) Have a fact-based 
rather than agenda-based orientation towards state approved 
curricula and their related textbooks. This means reining in the 
State Board of Education which has become the laughing stock 
of the US.
health Care: Definitely. Texas needs to get on board with 

this. Aside from the federal funds which are available, it is simply the right 
thing to do.

other issues: 1) Immigration - It is not the business of state and local agencies 
to be involved in Immigration policies. 2) Prison Reform - Texas has one of the 
largest incarceration rates in the US. This must change. 3) Texas needs to get out 
of the "War on Drugs". 4) Women need unfettered access to abortions without 
interference from the state.
EDUCATION: Government College of Music and Dance, Vijaywada, AP, India

EXPERIENCE: State Executive Committee, Texas State Green Party

PhONE: (713) 665-4665

chanDrakantha courtney (G)

Four-year term.  must be at least 18 years old, a u.s. citizen, and a texas resident 
for at least 12 months.  among duties:  lawyer for the state; defends the laws and 
constitution of the state; represents the state in litigation; approves public bond issues; 
enforces health, safety and consumer regulations; collects court-ordered child support; 
administers crime victims’ compensation Fund.  current annual salary: $150,000

state/federal: The Attorney General of Texas represents the 
state and must protect the rights of all citizens. I will be a strong 
advocate for Texas, but often a lawsuit is not the best solution 
for all Texans. I will remove politics from the office and work to 
resolve issues without spending unnecessary time and taxpayer 
dollars on lawsuits that drag on for years.
responsibilities: I will work to improve many responsibilities 
of the office, including the open records division, the child 

support division, and the consumer and environmental protection divisions to 
name a few. I will take an active role to insure that the office issues proper and 
timely opinions.

other issues: The single most important issue in the race for Attorney General is 
the issue of trust and integrity. As Attorney General I will come to work everyday 
and apply Texas values to meet the challenges of our great state. I pledge to the 
people of Texas to be an Attorney General they can trust -- an Attorney General 
with professional integrity.
EDUCATION: 1984, BBA, University of Texas at Austin; 1987, JD, Baylor Law School 

EXPERIENCE: 26 years as a practicing attorney. Partner in my own firm—Shepherd, Scott, Clawater 
& Houston

PhONE: (832) 917-9233  |  EmAIl: info@samhoustonfortexas.com 
wEbsITE: samhoustonfortexas.com

attorney   
General

Questions to Candidates

state/federal: the attorney general’s office has been actively involved in 
questions of state and federal jurisdiction.  What do you see as the role of 
the attorney general in these issues? 

responsibilities: Which advisory and enforcement responsibilities of the 
attorney general’s office will need the most attention and resources in the 
next four years, and how would you address them?

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

SaM houSton (D)

State of texaS

state/federal: The Attorney General’s primary role is to 
defend the state in court. This includes defending state laws 
when the state is party to a suit and when a federal law conflicts 
with state law. The U.S. Constitution must be interpreted in the 
manner in which our Founding Fathers intended. I will defend 
the Constitution which I am sworn to protect and advance its 
principles.
responsibilities: Border security and stopping human 

trafficking are major priorities. Crimes by individuals and gangs will be investigated 
and prosecuted. I will investigate and prosecute Medicaid fraud, waste, and abuse. 
I will promote a pro-job, pro-business regulatory environment. Child support 
collections will continue to grow as they have under General Abbott. 

other issues: Protecting personal privacy and prosecuting identity theft 
is another area of importance. The Attorney General should work to protect 
individual liberties from government interference. I will continue to oppose the 
Affordable Care Act mandates and regulations that threaten individual liberties 
and intrastate commerce. 
EDUCATION: Baylor University, B.A. (Psychology), Baylor University, M.B.A., Virginia 
University, J.D.

EXPERIENCE: Attorney, Partner in a law firm, State Senator, SD 8: January 2013 - current, State 
Representative, HD 70: January 2003 to January 2013. 

PhONE: (469) 247-2360  |  EmAIl: Info@KenPaxton.com 
wEbsITE: KenPaxton.com

ken Paxton (r)

i information:
v o t e r

The Voters Guide

You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth!  In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of printed materials, 
such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional. (Texas Election Code, Section 61.011)

Additional candidate information and races are available at www.VOTE411.org.
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attoRnEy GEnERaL, continued

state/federal: Doing the job assigned by the Statutes and 
the Texas Constitution without political party interference. 
Favoring the citizens of Texas first and then the State of Texas 
next. There are times that the State of Texas must resist Federal 
overreaching without political grandstanding. There are also 
times that Federal Law trumps State Law and I am thankful 
for that.
responsibilities: Those involving the Energy Industry, 

Transportation, Population Growth and Water resources. I also believe that 
we must protect individual freedoms and the State and Federal Constitutional 
Rights of our citizens. We have a lot of intelligent people in this state that are 
not controlled by the political parties or corporations. These are the resources we 
need to utilize.

other issues: The legalization of marijuana and body camera video taping of 
all police/citizen encounters will bring down the animosity that is increasing 
between law enforcement and our citizens. We need to demilitarization of our 
police departments while understanding that in extreme situations specialized 
response teams are necessary. We need to bring "to protect and to serve" back.
EDUCATION: 1976, AA Degree, Law Enforcement, Blinn College; 1978, BS Degree, Criminal 
Justice, SWTSU (Texas State University); 1992, Doctor of Jurisprudence, University of Texas 
School of Law; 1956-current, Hard Knocks Degree, School of Hard Knocks.

EXPERIENCE: 1978, Texas Peace Officer, Brenham Police Department 1979 - 1990, Texas Peace 
Officer, Austin Police Department 1992 - current, Texas Criminal Defense Attorney 1993 - current, 
Federally Licensed Attorney

PhONE: (512) 278-0935  |  EmAIl: jamie@dwidude.com  |  wEbsITE: 420dudefortxag.org

JamiE baLaGia (l)

state/federal: I support limited government both at the 
federal levels. Big government is usually much more intrusive 
at the state level. The government's role is not to act as an adult 
babysitter. The Attorney General's office should prevent mob 
rule from trampling over individual freedom. The AG should 
protect free markets and the freedom to contract.
responsibilities: The process for requesting public records 
should be simplified. Secondly, the process for requesting 

Attorney General opinions should be accessible to the public by broadening the 
definition of "authorized requestors." I also would like to a get a statute passed, 
making the AG's office the designated agent for accepting service of process on 
behalf of the State.

other issues: I would fight to deregulate the legal profession so that all 
citizens would have equal access to legal services. I would fight to impose strict 
regulations over attorneys fees and to allow citizens the freedom to contract with 
the counsel of their own choosing, irrespective of whether or not the chosen 
counsel is a licensed attorney.
EDUCATION: Juris Doctorate (law degree) Masters Degree in Public Affairs Bachelors of Arts 
(Political Science)

EXPERIENCE: I graduated law school; however, I am not a member of any bar association. I have 
represented myself in lawsuits and have helped others to do the same.

PhONE: (817) 400-0091  |  EmAIl: osbr117@aol.com 

JaMar oSborne (G)

i information:
v o t e r

Who Can register? To register to vote, you must be: • a citizen of the United 
States, • a resident of the county, and • at least 18 years old on Election Day. You 
must not have been declared mentally incapacitated by a court of law.  If you 
have been convicted of a felony, you may register to vote only after you have 
completed the punishment phase of your conviction, including any terms of 
incarceration, parole, supervision, or period of probation ordered by the court.

Where do i register? You can register in person at the voter registration office in 
your county, or fill out an application that can be mailed or returned in person to 
the voter registrar in your county of residence.   Application forms are available 
at many libraries, government offices and high schools. The application 
is available online at the Secretary of State’s voter information website,  
www.VoteTexas.gov. The website also allows you to search to see if you are 
already registered.  After you apply, a voter registration certificate will be 
mailed to you within 30 days. This certificate includes your precinct for voting 
on Election Day as well as your congressional, state legislative, county, and 
local districts. 

for hoW long is my registration effeCtive? The registration will remain in 
effect until you move or change your name, and a new certificate will be 
sent to you every two years without further application on your part. If you 
move, however, your registration certificate will not be forwarded to your new 
address. If you move within the same county or change your name, you must 
notify your county clerk or election administrator in writing or online of your 
new address or your new name as soon as possible. Then a new certificate 
will be mailed to you. If you move to another county, you must re-register by 
applying to the election office in your new county.

Registering 
To Vote

You must register to vote at least 30 daYs before 
the election date.  the last daY You can register to 

vote in the 2014 general election is october 6. 

i information:
v o t e r

The Federal Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002 provides 

for provisional voting if a voter’s name does not appear on the 

list of registered voters due to an administrative error. If your 

name is not on the rolls of registered voters in your precinct, 

but you believe you are registered, the election judge will 

attempt to determine if you are registered somewhere in your 

county. If your registration cannot be found, you may cast a 

provisional vote by filling out an affidavit and a paper ballot. 

This ballot is kept separate from the regular ballots, and the 

case will be reviewed by the provisional voting ballot board. 

The ballot will be counted only if the voter is determined to 

be a registered voter in that precinct. Provisional voters will 

receive a notice in the mail by the tenth day after the local 

canvass advising them if their provisional ballots were counted 

and, if they were not counted, the reason why. 

What is Provisional Voting?
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responsibilities: The comptroller must support and work 
with staff to insure accuracy in reporting and must use those 
accurate reports to advise the legislature of the financial 
impact of proposed bills. Of greatest importance is the duty to 
inform the public about the financial ramifications of proposed 
legislation.
immigration: Yes, the study needs to be both current and 
accurate to allow us to plan responsibly for the future. The 2006 

study was indicative of needs and the realities of the time, but does not account 
for the recent influx of immigrants fleeing violence to the south.

other issues: Fair taxation and distribution of resources where needed. The 
needs of the people must be considered ahead of personal or corporate profits. 
Our schools must be adequately funded to ensure a capable citizenry. Also of 
great importance is the provision for adequate water resources for the future. We 
must start now.
EDUCATION: I have an undergraduate BS and a Master's Degree from the University of Houston

EXPERIENCE: I have worked in service jobs, worked for a state agency helping adolescents move 
to successful adulthood, and taught early childhood education for 16 years. I owned and operated 
a small business (15 to 35 employees) for many years.

PhONE: (713) 641-2815  |  EmAIl: debshafto@gmail.com  |  wEbsITE: electDebShafto.org

responsibilities: As I have said countless times we first have 
to fully understand what it is we are spending our money on and 
why. Once we have a clear understanding of that, then we can 
move to reducing our budget. After we've reduced our collective 
expenditures in the budget we can move to reduce taxes for 
everyone. (http://tribtalk.org/2014/07/06/a-libertarians-take-
on-property-taxes/)
immigration: As Comptroller I will not waste the taxpayer's 

money on reports and studies that are best suited by the academic departments 
of the State's already funded Universities. This questions was recently updated 
and answered in March of 2014 by UTEP and NCBSI. (http://ncbsi.utep.
edu/documents/UAC%20Project%20Site%20Visits/UTEP%20NCBSI%20
Final%20Report%20March%2020%202014.pdf)

other issues: The Local and State pensions have an unfunded liability of 
$53,849,110,848. As Texas Comptroller I would strongly advocate that all 
government employees be given the same right to influence their future and 
retirement as any other citizen through the implementation of 401k or IRA 
systems. (read more web on my web site http://www.vote4sanders.com/issues )
EDUCATION: Bachelors of Science - Chemistry; Master of Science - Computer Science; Doctor 
of Business Administration - Applied Computer Science; Certified Contracting Officer's 
Representative - Defense Acquisition University; Certified Records Manager - NARA

EXPERIENCE: I've trained my entire life for this position. During my years at NASA and the US 
Army, I honed my skills in leadership, through fairness, integrity, and honor and will instill those 
values in the eighteen Field Offices across Texas. (on website)

PhONE: (469) 262-6050  |  EmAIl: ben@vote4sanders.com  |  wEbsITE: vote4sanders.com

ben SanDerS (l)

Deb Shafto (G)

responsibilities: 1. Implement quarterly revenue forecasting 
to provide Legislature with more accurate, more timely 
revenue information; 2. strengthen financial controls including 
ethics, compliance and enforcement upgrade; 3. reform fund 
accounting to eliminate diversions and other "shell games"; 
4. restore Performance Reviews to Comptroller's Office and 
rename them Accountability Audits.
immigration: I support any study that enhances our 

understanding of the facts underlying important policy decisions. If we have 
reason to believe the 2006 study is obsolete, it should be updated. As an 
independent Comptroller, I would be very happy to lead that effort and offer an 
unbiased point of view if asked to do so by the Legislature.

other issues: On tax administration, reform is needed to ease the burden of 
compliance on businesses. Comptroller should also form an independent point of 
view based solely on the facts as to the vital decisions confronting the legislature.
EDUCATION: I hold a BBA in Petroleum Land Management and an MBA from the University of 
Texas at Austin. I graduated from Georgetown High School in Georgetown, Texas.

EXPERIENCE: Landman at Exxon, 1984 - 1996, Houston Price Waterhouse (PwC), 1988-2011 
(Austin, Dallas, New York, and Houston) (spent 11 months as Controller of Scientific Measurement 
Systems in 1992) PwC partner 2001-2011 CFO, Layline Petroleum, 2011-2013 

PhONE: (281) 883-4863  |  EmAIl: zach@collierfortexas.com  |  wEbsITE: CollierForTexas.com

Questions to Candidates

responsibilities: the comptroller is the chief steward of the state’s finances. 
What measures do you support to ensure wise use of state money?   

immigration: do you support updating the 2006 study on the economic 
impact of illegal immigration in texas? Why or why not?  

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

Mike collier (D)

Four-year term.  must be at least 18 years old, a u.s. citizen, and a texas resident for 
at least 12 months.  among duties: collects taxes and fees owed the state; reports the 
state’s financial condition to the legislature at the end of each fiscal year and provides 
estimates of revenue for the coming year; provides economic development assistance 
to local governments and businesses; audits the performance of texas schools.  current 
annual salary:  $150,000

coMPtroller 
of Public 
accountS

State of texaS

responsibilities: I will continue the Comptroller’s legacy of 
increasing transparency. Also, I would like to implement zero-
based budgeting, a method of budgeting in which all expenses 
must be justified each new budget cycle. Finally, we need to end 
the practice of diverting fees that were collected for a specific 
purpose in order to balance the state’s budget.
immigration: Yes. Texans deserve to know how much illegal 
immigration costs the taxpayers each year. In order for Texas 

to truly understand the costs of illegal immigration to our state, we need updated 
numbers.

other issues: The current system of taxation is inefficient, unfair, and relies too 
heavily on an antiquated system of property tax collection. Other components of 
our tax system that need to be reformed are the appraisal process and the state’s 
margin tax. Both are too burdensome and need significant reform. 
EDUCATION: Bachelor’s Degree, Texas A&M University; Law Degree, St. Mary’s University; 
Masters Degree, St. Mary’s University

EXPERIENCE: Small business owner, former State Rep. (2003-2008), current State Senator, served 
on both House Appropriations & Senate Finance Committees, Chairman of Senate Subcommittee 
on Fiscal Matters, former Chairman of the Sunset Advisory Commission

PhONE: (512) 391-1619  |  EmAIl: campaign@glennhegar.com  |  wEbsITE: glennhegar.com

GLEnn hEGaR (r)
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Coastal lands: The fact that this is still a question four years 
after the BP oil spill is ludicrous. It is evident that the current 
leadership does not care for the environment, as the board that 
was appointed to address these problems did not even meet for 
the first time until October of 2013 and only unveiled a website 
in July 2014. Restoration needs to begin immediately.
Wetlands: It is without question that environmental devastation 
contributes to climate change, and negatively impacts the world 

that we pass to our children. I cannot imagine having to tell future generations 
that property rights were more important than a sustainable environment, so I 

fully intend to always put the well-being of the environment above the needs of 
the landed gentry.
other issues: For too long the state of Texas has put the needs of industry 
before the sustainability of the environment, and that must stop. I fully intend to 
take a strong position in favor of the good of the environment.
EDUCATION: No response.

EXPERIENCE: No response.

PhONE: (281) 933-6961  |  EmAIl: valerie.alessi@gmail.com 

valerie aleSSi (G)

coMMiSSioner 
of General 

lanD office

Questions to Candidates

Coastal lands: texas is among the five states receiving federal funding 
through the restore act passed by the senate in 2011. How should this 
funding be used to improve the existing threats to texas coastal lands?

Wetlands: much emphasis is being placed by ecologists and environmental 
groups on restoring and protecting the coastal wetlands to alleviate damage 

from major storms; however, developers and home owners want to build 
in these areas. How would you address the concerns of these divergent 
interest groups?

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

State of texaS
Four-year term.  must be at least 18 years old, a u.s. citizen, and a texas resident 
for at least 12 months.  among duties: management of state lands and mineral-right 
properties totaling 20.3 million acres and providing revenues for the Permanent school 
Fund; repository of state land documents; responsible for the prevention of and response 
to oil spills that occur on “submerged” lands out to 10.3 miles in the gulf of mexico.  the 
commissioner also serves as a chairman of seven state boards, including the school 
land board, the veterans land board, and the coastal coordination council.  current 
annual salary:  $137,500

Coastal lands: The historic funds exist in two categories the 
Direct Component and the Centers of Excellence component. 
The funds are available through grant programs and can be 
used to make improvements to the ecosystem or for economic 
recovery. Our grant requests should be to assist the industries 
impacted, including the fishing, shrimping, and crabbing 
industries and eco-tourism.
Wetlands: The beaches of Texas have always belonged to the 

people of Texas. We need to keep it that way for future generations of Texans. I 
believe we should focus on protecting and restoring coastal areas. This includes 
restrictions on development. Developers must partner to keep tradition in mind 
on their projects thereby allowing development yet maintaining public access.

other issues: Set standards for Fracking that: 1 Protect our water resources, 
2 Protect the health of populations 3 Respect adjacent property owners right 
to preserve their quality of life. 4 Maximize the royalties paid to fund Public 
Education. History records oil booms & busts. . Let's be careful not to destroy 
while we build our future on energy independence
EDUCATION: Immaculata High School, NYC, NY, St Francis Colllege, Brooklyn, NY, El Paso 
Community College, El Paso, TX, University of Texas at El Paso, BBA, Mktg/Mgmt, University 
of Texas at El Paso,Teaching Certification

EXPERIENCE: 1965-1974 Western Electric Company Installer 1967-1970 United States Army 
Soldier 1975-1983 Mountain Bell Manager 1983-1990 Southwestern Bell Manager 1992-1993 
EPISD Teacher 1994-1995 Hoang Foods VP Mktg 1999-2005 City Council 2005-2013 Mayor

PhONE: (915) 351-0923 |  EmAIl: contact@cookfortexas.com  |  wEbsITE: cookfortexas.org

John cook (D)

Coastal lands: We should focus on regional solutions that 
have benefits to water quality & habitat restoration as well 
as enhanced public recreation activities (fishing, boating, 
beaches). Protecting the ecological resources in turn assists in 
protecting our coastal economic resources, by slowing storm 
surge to reduce damage and improving habitats for our fishing 
and sporting industries.
Wetlands: I believe we can do both. Texans have proven 

that we can manage our natural resources effectively while fostering a vibrant 
and strong coastal economy. I look forward to working with all stakeholders to 
ensure we have a bright future for the Texas coast.

other issues: As Land Commissioner, I will use the influence that the GLO has 
over public schools due to the Permanent School Fund to push for improvement 
in education, including more choice, more flexibility for schools and more 
results for students. I will also work to promote more energy jobs and to help our 
veterans as they return to civilian life after having served us in combat.
EDUCATION: Born in Houston, George P. received his undergraduate degree from Rice University. 
In 2000, he attended The University of Texas School of Law, where he earned his Juris Doctorate.

EXPERIENCE: Former inner city public high school teacher. Past Chairman of Uplift Education. 
Entrepreneur in real estate investment and energy sector. Officer in the U.S. Naval Reserve. Served 
in Afghanistan. For more information: www.GeorgePforTexas.org/about

PhONE: (855) 472-4456 | EmAIl: TeamP@GeorgePforTexas.org | wEbsITE: georgepfortexas.org

GEoRGE P. bUSh (r)

no rEsPonsE rEcEivEd by Print dEadlinE.  sEE votE411 For any latEr rEsPonsEs.  JUStin KniGht (L)

i information
v o t e r You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth!  In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of printed materials, 

such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional. (Texas Election Code, Section 61.011)
Additional candidate information and races are available at www.VOTE411.org.

An interactive version of this Voters Guide is available online at VOTE411.org. Enter your address and zip code and view the races 
and candidates that appear on your ballot. You will be able to compare the candidates’ responses to the questions side-by-side and 

create a printout of a ballot that you can take to the polls.
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environment: Sustainable agriculture is a goal that we must 
reach for. Young farmers is must. An environment that allows 
farmers to succeed. Land availability is right up there. Work 
with univeristies to have safer alternatives for herbicides and 
pesticides.
Water: Desalination is definitely on the horizon. The cost has 
got to be worked on. 

other issues: To be a farmer. You need land, capital, markets, and water. All 
will be prioritized.
EDUCATION: I graduated from Mansfield High School in 1969 and I attended college at Tarleton 
State University.

EXPERIENCE: I have spent 32 years in the dairy business and in farming.

PhONE: (817) 487-7965  |  EmAIl: jim.hogan51@yahoo.com 

coMMiSSioner 
of aGRiCULtURE       

Questions to Candidates

environment: How do you propose to grow a business-friendly state while 
maintaining the environment? 

Water: What measures do you support to address the future water needs of 
texas?  

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

Jim hoGan (D)

State of texaS Four-year term.  must be at least 18 years old, a u.s. citizen, and a texas resident for 
at least 12 months.  among duties: regulates fuel pumps and weights and measures 
devices; regulates pesticide use and application; certifies organically produced 
products; facilitates trade and market development of agricultural commodities.  current 
annual salary:  $137,500 

environment: I believe the best stewards of the land are 
those who earn their living from it. While Texans should be 
concerned about preserving our environmental resources, 
we should not over regulate to the point that we kill jobs & 
economic opportunity. Today, Texas provides the safest, most 
cost effective food supply in the world while creating jobs and 
opportunities in agriculture.
Water: Protecting our precious water resources is a top priority 

and will be a focus of the Texas Department of Agriculture. We must maintain 
the rule of capture, create desalinization plants, make water infrastructure 
improvements, and encourage conservation, including removing restrictions to 
allow rainwater harvesting. 

other issues: We must protect our private property rights and fight back against 
overzealous &, oftentimes, abusive federal government overreach by the EPA, 
BLM, & USDA. We must preserve our unique Texas heritage and defend our 
constitutional freedoms, including our 2nd Amendment rights to keep and bear 
arms. We must secure our border and protect the farmers and ranchers who live 
there.
EDUCATION: AA - Cisco Junior College - Graduated with Honors Vocational Agriculture, B.S. - 
Tarleton State University - Graduated with Honors

EXPERIENCE: As an eighth generation Texas farmer and rancher, I raise crops, cattle, horses, & 
nursery stock. I am a former vocational agriculture teacher and served twelve years in the Texas 
House where I was Chairman of the Livestock & Agriculture Committee.

PhONE: (254) 976-3535  |  EmAIl: repsidmiller@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: MillerForTexas.com

SiD Miller (r)

environment: The worst thing a farmer or rancher can hear is 
"I am from the government and I'm here to help you" What the 
government does least is what's best. With continuing drought 
we must look to new crops such as industrial hemp. Many 
states have already legalized this and as Texans we should be 
the leader in this eco-friendly crop of many uses.
Water: The Texas Department of Agriculture really has little 
to do with our water resources. I would strongly encourage 

proper soil erosion prevention, rain water collection resulting in a tax break, and 
drought tolerant crops such a hemp. Some studies suggest irrigation water will 
be gone in 15 years in parts of Texas. We must begin the transformation now. 

other issues: Marijuana Legalization needs to become a reality in Texas. We 
are losing millions of dollars to states like Colorado just as we have been losing 
gambling money to Louisiana and New Mexico. Let's legalize, regulate, tax, and 
then begin dismantling the state property tax. It can be done. Don't let politicians 
tell you otherwise. After all, they've been lying to us forever!
EDUCATION: High School Austin Community College 

EXPERIENCE: I have been involved in agriculture since the age of 16 when I started my own 
plant business out of my back yard, thus carrying on 11 generations of family involvement in 
agriculture. I have been involved in many civic organizations.

PhONE: (512) 853-0915 |  EmAIl: rockyfortexas@gmail.com  |  wEbsITE: vote4rocky.com

DaviD (rocky) PalMquiSt (l)

environment: I want Texas to be known as the safest place to buy agriculture 
Products, thus causing major producers to want to buy from Texas and have the 
Texas label. I want food from China marked as such given the problems they 
have caused. I GMO marked as such as consumers have the right to know. The 
pesticide division must enforce what is their, and chemical used must have been 
on ///
Water: Water conservation districts have to be there. Fracking is a killer in that 
takes water and contaminates. We must progress in how we handle this. I know 
the aquifer that my area uses starts in Colorado, we can not let some dry it up 
from the northwest and then leave the rest of use bone dry. Like cities, we may 
have to implement a state wide restriction process also. 
other issues: I am proud to be Running for Texas Commissioner of Agriculture, 
my main issues: 1) Make Texas Food the Safest in the nation and that be known 

nationwide. 2)water be safe to drink. As a Former Pest Control Technician 
I know the way we must make sure our drinking water safe. 3)3) Corporate 
Accountability- After Blowing the Whistle on Peanut Corp of America, it was 
discovered ///
EDUCATION: My Wife serves on our school Board here in Wilson and I have a web page that 
shows my passion for teachers https://www.facebook.com/WilsonISDconcernedcitizens?ref_
type=bookmark in my local district. Even though I am running for Agriculture Commission ///

EXPERIENCE: As it relates to Agriculture Commissioner : Even though known as a Whistle Blower 
against the Peanut Company, I also have worked as a lab tech in the food industry, The peanut 
Plant, and a Pest Control Tech (all within Dept of AG) 5 year advocate ///

PhONE: (806) 800-1021  |  EmAIl: kendrickfortexas@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: kendrickfortexas.com

kenneth kenDrick (G)
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six-year term (on a three-person commission).  must be at least 25 years old, a u.s. 
citizen, and a texas resident and registered voter.  among duties: regulation of the oil 
and natural gas industry, including drilling production and environmental protection; 
natural gas utilities; natural gas and hazardous liquids pipeline safety; surface mining 
of coal, uranium, and iron ore gravel, including land reclamation; transportation and 
storage of liquefied petroleum gas, compressed natural gas, and liquefied natural gas; 
encourages the use of clean-burning propane and researches new technologies for its 
use.  current annual salary:  $137,500

fraCking: Rules should be established to ensure that landowners 
and key stakeholders are properly notified about permit 
applications. I would also support establishing a baseline of 
environmental factors through geological surveys and water tests 
to determine how drilling might impact an area. Finally, violators 
must be penalized decisively to deter future transgressions.
Commission struCture: Texans deserve an accountable and 
transparent Railroad Commission. It is critical that the media 

have access to agency experts like petroleum engineers who understand the 
quality of work being done as Texas’ oil and gas production booms. Repealing 
the media access rule would be a good first step in regaining the public's trust.

other issues: The voices of Texas taxpayers are buried in an avalanche of 
campaign cash. The public has lost trust in the fairness of the regulatory process. 
I would change the name to the Energy Resources Commission, shorten the 
fundraising period to one month per year for Commissioners not up for reelection, 
and prohibit donations from businesses with contested RRC matters.
EDUCATION: North Carolina A&T State University B.A. Political Science Minor Economics

EXPERIENCE: My career spans well over 15 years of legislative, political, and advocacy experience. 
I began my career at The White House as an intern for President Bill Clinton. I have since worked 
at the state, local and federal levels of government.

PhONE: (832) 786-9671 | EmAIl: steve@electstevebrown.com  | wEbsITE: electstevebrown.com

railroaD 
coMMiSSioner

Questions to Candidates

fraCking: drilling rules were written to increase well productivity. What types 
of fracking rules are needed and how should they be enforced?

Commission struCture: the railroad commission no longer allows staff 
members access to news media. How would you increase transparency of 
the railroad commission? 

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

Steve broWn (D)

State of texaS

fraCking: All of the commission's rules should be based on 
sound science and data and properly balance the safety and health 
of communities with our need to responsibly produce as much 
energy as possible. Fracking is a proven, reliable and safe drilling 
technique that has allowed for tremendous growth in energy 
production. The current rules related to fracking are sufficient.
Commission struCture: I don't believe this question is accurate. 
My understanding is that staff members are made available to the 

media in certain situations. I will encourage more access to the staff, but my way of 
increasing transparency will be to make myself available to the public and media to 
answer their questions about what actions the commission is taking and why.

other issues: I think it is critically important for the citizens of Texas to feel 
confident in the way that our natural resources are being produced. I plan to spend 
a great deal of time answering people's questions about what the commission 
does and why we do it. We have important challenges facing us including water 
issues, seismicity, municipal jurisdiction and others.
EDUCATION: Cistercian Preparatory School - Irving, Texas; Texas A&M University, B.S. 
Mechanical Engineering

EXPERIENCE: In 2006 my wife Jennifer and I founded PinnacleAIS, an engineering and technology 
company focused on reliability and integrity programs for the oil, gas, and petrochemical industries. 
I have over fifteen years of energy industry experience.

PhONE: (512) 420-6958  |  EmAIl: campaign@ryansitton.com  |  wEbsITE: ryansitton.com

ryan Sitton (r)

fraCking: The Commission has rules to satisfy many purposes, 
e.g., prevention of waste, protection of mineral rights, water 
resources, and public safety. Fracking, per se, requires few additional 
rules. However, the fracking boom requires consideration of rules 
related to such things as waste water injection, discharge of natural 
gas, and protection of surface owner rights. 
Commission struCture: I oppose the current Railroad 
Commission policy and will work to revise it. Until I am able 

to do so, I will make myself readily and regularly available to the media and the 
public. As a knowledgeable expert in oil and gas, I will easily be in a position 
to adequately explain the Commission’s policies, rule-making activities, and 
findings on important specific issues.

other issues: The oil and gas industry believes the Commission to be a fair 
arbiter of its “inside baseball” conflicts. The Commission must earn the same 
trust with the public by having highly-qualified Commissioners whose focus 
will be protecting public safety, natural resources, and the rights of all property 
owners, along with the right to engage in free and prosperous commerce. 
EDUCATION: BS Engineering, Harvey Mudd College, 1972; PhD Petroleum Engineering, Stanford 
U., 1983

EXPERIENCE: 42 years as a practicing petroleum engineer, 18 of which were spent on the petroleum 
engineering faculty at UT Austin. Currently CEO and CTO of a small company that develops 
software for the oil and gas industry. 

PhONE: (512) 402-2746 | EmAIl: mark@markmiller4texas.org | wEbsITE: markmiller4texas.org

Mark a. Miller (l)

fraCking: The railroad commission needs to implement 
regulations that protect the quality of life that Texas citizens 
have come to expect. No one should have to worry whether 
their air is safe to breathe, or if their water is safe to drink. The 
commission also needs to be more vigilant in that only safe and 
reputable energy companies are allowed to operate in Texas. 
Commission struCture: I hope to amend the policy to at 
least allow technical staff to explain technical issues and provide 

technical information through the news media in order to provide public information.

other issues: As a public agency the Railroad Commissions only duty should 
be to the citizens of Texas. Industry interest should not be held more important 
then the rights of Texas citizens. Eminent domain and common carrier policy 
need to be reformed. Disposal well construction needs to be standardized and 
should have more inspections performed. 
EDUCATION: Bachelor's of Science in Civil Technology-Construction Management-University of 
Houston

EXPERIENCE: Have worked the past 8 years in the construction industry working on city and state 
road construction projects.

EmAIl: salinastxrr@gmail.com 

Martina SalinaS (G)
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Voting for Judges 
i n  T e x a s

Although in some stAtes judges Are Appointed, most judges in texAs Are 
elected. Voting decisions in judiciAl rAces Are Among the most importAnt 
thAt A texAs Voter mAkes.

Why ARE judiCiAL ELECtions impoRtAnt?
Judges make decisions about fundamental issues that affect all of us — family life, education, 
health care, housing, employment, finances, discrimination, civil rights, public safety, and 
government actions.  Those decisions can have long-lasting impact on individuals, groups, 
and the public as a whole. It is critical that our judges make fair decisions based upon open-
minded and unbiased consideration of the facts and the law in each case. Judges must know 
the law and not be influenced by any external political and economic factors. 
WhAt shouLd votERs LooK FoR WhEn ELECtinG judGEs?
According to the American Bar Association, principles to consider in selection of judges 
include: 

•	 Judges should uphold the rule of law. 
•	 Judges should be independent and impartial. 
•	 Judges should possess the appropriate temperament and character. 
•	 Judges should possess the appropriate capabilities and credentials. 
•	 Judges	and	the	judiciary	should	have	the	confidence	of	the	public.	
•	 The	judicial	system	should	be	diverse	and	reflective	of	the	society	it	serves.	
•	 Judges	should	be	constrained	to	perform	their	duties	in	a	manner	that	justifies	public	

faith	and	confidence	in	the	court.
Unlike candidates for most political offices, judicial candidates cannot make promises about 
decisions they would make when certain issues or types of cases come up in their court.  
Questions posed to judges, therefore, focus on improvements they would make to their court, 
the need for impartiality and how they would increase access to justice.  
hoW is thE tExAs CouRt systEm oRGAnizEd?
The Texas court system is made up of a statewide network of trial courts and appellate 
courts.  In trial courts, judges and/or juries evaluate the facts and the law and make a decision 
in a civil or criminal legal dispute.  When decisions in most trial courts are appealed, they are 
sent to an appellate court where judges consider what happened at the trial court, evaluate 
legal arguments, and then decide if a mistake was made.  See http://www.courts.state.tx.us/
pubs/court-overview.pdf for a chart of the Texas court structure.
The state’s two highest courts, the Texas Supreme Court and the Court of Criminal Appeals, 
have both administrative and appellate responsibilities. The Supreme Court is the final court 
of appeals within Texas for both civil and juvenile cases. The Court of Criminal Appeals 
hears criminal cases that are appealed from one of the 14 Courts of Appeals and death penalty 
cases that by law go straight to the Court of Criminal Appeals. 
All members of each court are elected for six-year terms, with three elected every two years.  
Any vacancies are filled by gubernatorial appointment until the next general election.

1st CouRt oF AppEALs: AuSTIn, BRAzoRIA, ChAMBERS, CoLoRADo, 
FoRT BEnD, GALVESTon, GRIMES, hARRIS, WALLER & WAShInGTon

2nd CouRt oF AppEALs: ARChER, CLAy, CooKE, DEnTon, hooD, JACK, 
MonTAGuE, PARKER, TARRAnT, WIChITA, WISE & younG

3Rd CouRt oF AppEALs: BASTRoP, BELL, BLAnCo, BuRnET, CALDWELL, 
CoKE, CoMAL, ConCho, FAyETTE, hAyS, IRIon, LAMPASAS, LEE, LLAno, 
MCCuLLoCh, MILAM, MILLS, RunnELS, SAn SABA, SChLEIChER, STERLInG, ToM 
GREEn, TRAVIS & WILLIAMSon

4th CouRt oF AppEALs: ATASCoSA, BAnDERA, BExAR, BRooKS, DIMMIT, 
DuVAL, EDWARDS, FRIo, GILLESPIE, GuADALuPE, JIM hoGG, JIM WELLS, 
KARnES, KEnDALL, KERR, KIMBLE, KInnEy, LA SALLE, MASon, MAVERICK, 
MCMuLLEn, MEDInA, MEnARD, REAL, STARR, SuTTon, uVALDE, VAL VERDE, 
WEBB, WILSon, zAPATA & zAVALA

5th CouRt oF AppEALs: CoLLIn, DALLAS, GRAySon, hunT, KAuFMAn 
& RoCKWALL 

6th CouRt oF AppEALs: BoWIE, CAMP, CASS, DELTA, FAnnIn, FRAnKLIn, 
GREGG, hARRISon, hoPKInS, hunT, LAMAR, MARIon, MoRRIS, PAnoLA, RED 
RIVER, RuSK, TITuS, uPShuR & WooD

7th CouRt oF AppEALs: ARMSTRonG, BAILEy, BRISCoE, CARSon, 
CASTRo, ChILDRESS, CoChRAn, CoLLInGSWoRTh, CoTTLE, CRoSBy, DALLAM, 
DEAF SMITh, DICKEnS, DonLEy, FLoyD, FoARD, GARzA, GRAy, hALE, hALL, 
hAnSFoRD, hARDEMAn, hARTLEy, hEMPhILL, hoCKLEy, huTChInSon, KEnT, 
KInG, LAMB, LIPSCoMB, LuBBoCK, Lynn, MooRE, MoTLEy, oChILTREE, 
oLDhAM, PARMER, PoTTER, RAnDALL, RoBERTS, ShERMAn, SWIShER, TERRy, 
WhEELER, WILBARGER & yoAKuM

8th CouRt oF AppEALs: AnDREWS, BREWSTER, CRAnE, CRoCKETT, 
CuLBERSon, EL PASo, huDSPETh, JEFF DAVIS, LoVInG, PECoS, PRESIDIo, 
REAGAn, REEVES, TERRELL, uPTon, WARD & WInKLER

9th CouRt oF AppEALs: hARDIn, JASPER, JEFFERSon, LIBERTy, 
MonTGoMERy, nEWTon, oRAnGE, PoLK, SAn JACInTo & TyLER

10th CouRt oF AppEALs: BoSquE, BRAzoS, BuRLESon, CoRyELL, 
ELLIS, FALLS, FREESTonE, hAMILTon, hILL, JohnSon, LEon, LIMESTonE, 
MADISon, MCLEnnAn, nAVARRo, RoBERTSon, SoMERVELL & WALKER

11th CouRt oF AppEALs: BAyLoR, BoRDEn, BRoWn, CALLAhAn, 
CoLEMAn, CoMAnChE, DAWSon, EASTLAnD, ECToR, ERATh, FIShER, GAInES, 
GLASSCoCK, hASKELL, hoWARD, JonES, Knox, MARTIn, MIDLAnD, MITChELL, 
noLAn, PALo PInTo, SCuRRy, ShACKELFoRD, STEPhEnS, STonEWALL, TAyLoR 
& ThRoCKMoRTon

12th CouRt oF AppEALs: AnDERSon, AnGELInA, ChERoKEE, GREGG, 
hEnDERSon, houSTon, nACoGDoChES, RAInS, RuSK, SABInE, SAn AuGuSTInE, 
ShELBy, SMITh, TRInITy, uPShuR, VAn zAnDT & WooD

13th CouRt oF AppEALs: ARAnSAS, BEE, CALhoun, CAMERon, DE 
WITT, GoLIAD, GonzALES, hIDALGo, JACKSon, KEnEDy, KLEBERG, LAVACA, LIVE 
oAK, MATAGoRDA, nuECES, REFuGIo, SAn PATRICIo, VICToRIA, WhARTon & 
WILLACy

14th CouRt oF AppEALs: AuSTIn, BRAzoRIA, ChAMBERS, CoLoRADo, 
FoRT BEnD, GALVESTon, GRIMES, hARRIS, WALLER & WAShInGTon

identify the Court of appeals 
serving Your Texas County:

i information:
v o t e r

When & Where
You May Vote 

early voting: All registered voters may vote early by personal appearance at any early voting location in their county. Check with your 
local newspaper or the county clerk or election administrator for early voting times and locations. Early voting days for the November 4, 
2014, General Election are October 20 – 31.
eleCtion day voting: On Election Day you must vote in your precinct of residence (unless your area is participating in countywide vote 
centers). Your precinct is listed on your registration card, or you may find out where to vote by calling or going online with your county 
election administrator. 
County elections addresses and fax numbers are available at www.VoteTexas.gov or at www.VOTE411.org. Voting places are also listed 
in most newspapers. If you report to the incorrect polling place, you will be redirected to the correct site or offered a provisional ballot. 
You can vote by provisional ballot, but if it is determined that you are not registered in the precinct where you vote, your ballot will not 
be counted by Texas law. More information on provisional voting appears on the Texas Secretary of State website www.VoteTexas.gov.
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six-year term.  must be at least 35 years old, a u.s. citizen, and a texas resident.  must 
have been a practicing lawyer for at least 10 years or a lawyer and a judge of a court of 
record for at least 10 years.  serves as a member of the court of final appellate jurisdiction 
in civil matters in the state; has the power to issue writs of mandamus, and preside over 
proceedings for removal of judges; regulates and licenses lawyers; manages the basic 
civil legal services Program for the poor.  annual authorized salary:  $152,500 (chief 
Justice), $150,000 (Justice)

publiC proteCtion: None
impartiality: Yes

EDUCATION: B.A. Political Science UTEP J.D. Texas Tech University 

EXPERIENCE: 28 years as District Judge

texaS SuPreMe 
court

Questions to Candidates

publiC proteCtion: the texas supreme court oversees and controls rules 
and standards for the legal profession.  What changes, if any, are needed to 
provide better protection to the public? 

impartiality: do you believe changes in the current election process are 
needed to improve or maintain impartiality, given the need to raise funds 
from political campaign contributors? 

WilliaM MooDy (D)

JuStice, chief JuStice

Chief justiCe

publiC proteCtion: Attorney ethics rules should be revised to 
prohibit unreasonable fees, better protect client confidentiality, 
prohibit improper intimate relationships with clients, ensure 
lawyer loyalty, and provide for fair but strict discipline of 
violators. The Texas Supreme Court has supported rules 
revisions to provide high ethical standards for lawyers and 
protect the public.
impartiality: Texans want to elect their judges, and 

campaigning is expensive, but from my first race for the Texas Supreme Court, 
I helped pioneer contribution limits that have since become law. I have tried to 

raise broad support from many people and avoid any appearance of impropriety. 
I am always mindful of my solemn oath to faithfully execute the duties of my 
office.
EDUCATION: J.D., SMU Law School cum laude; B.A., Yale University (Honors in Philosophy)

EXPERIENCE: Texas Supreme Court (elected Justice 1988, re-elected 1994, 2000, 2006; appointed 
Chief Justice 2013); Fifth Court of Appeals (1986-1988); 95th District Court (1981-1986); lawyer 
and shareholder, Locke firm (1976-1981); Lieutenant, USNR, JAG Corps

PhONE: (512) 477-7722 |  EmAIl: campaign@justicenathanhecht.com 
wEbsITE: justicenathanhecht.com

nathan hecht (r)

publiC proteCtion: While no system is perfect Texas has a working and 
effective grievance process. Lawyers are suspended or disbarred every month 
for ethical lapses. Our problems involve access to justice and the courts. This is 
where we should focus our efforts.
impartiality: I do not have an easy answer to the lack of impartiality in many 
of our courts. No one has that answer. If the public continues to allow thirty 
second TV ads to govern their vote candidates will continue to be beholden to the 
wealthy. Going to a non partisan election system would do nothing to change the 
need for large cash contributions. Voters must get beyond the ads.

EDUCATION: Undergraduate degree in Political Science from The University of Texas. Doctor of 
Jurisprudence from The University of Houston.

EXPERIENCE: Managing Attorney for the firm of Waldman and Smallwood P.C. for the past fifteen 
years. Managing Attorney for a non-profit legal aid office in Southeast Texas for the preceding ten 
years.

PhONE: (409) 363-4988  |  EmAIl: oxford@waldmansmallwood.com 

toM oxforD (l)

justiCe, plaCe 6

publiC proteCtion: I do not see the need for any changes at this time.
impartiality: Yes.

EDUCATION: B.A. in history & chemistry from Southern Methodist University in 1970 J.D. from 
the University of Kansas School of Law in 1973 L.L.M. from the University of Virginia School of 
Law in 1998 Board Certified in Criminal Law and Criminal Appellate Law

EXPERIENCE: 1973-1974 Assistant District Attorney, Montgomery County, Kansas 1975-1988 
practiced civil, criminal, and appellate law in Fort Worth 1989-1992 Associate Justice, Second 
Court of Appeals in Fort Worth 1992-present Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals

laWrence eDWarD MeyerS (D)

publiC proteCtion: The Court works diligently to responsibly 
oversee and administer the legal profession. I'm honored to serve 
as the Court's liaison to the Grievance Oversight Committee, 
which reviews the attorney-client grievance process and makes 
recommendations to the Court. The Court is constantly working to 
assure that the profession is responsive to the needs of the public.
impartiality: I believe judges should be accountable to the 
voters. Currently judges must run for office and must raise 

money to fund those campaigns. Though I do not believe that Texas judges allow 
contributions to affect their impartiality, I understand that some may disagree. I 

am open to the idea of adopting retention elections to dampen the influence of 
money in judicial elections.
EDUCATION: I have a BA in English from the University of Texas and a law degree, with high 
honors, from the University of Houston. I’m also board-certified in civil trial law by the Texas 
Board of Legal Specialization.

EXPERIENCE: I have almost 13 years of judicial experience—6 years as a trial judge, 6 years as a 
court-of-appeals judge, and 11 months as a Supreme Court justice. I've won 3 judge-of-the-year 
awards. Before taking the bench, I practiced at Baker Botts in Houston

PhONE: (512) 330-4146  |  EmAIl: info@justicejeffbrown.com  |  wEbsITE: justicejeffbrown.com

Jeff broWn (r)

i information
v o t e r The League of Women Voters never supports or opposes candidates for office, or political parties, and any use of the 

League of Women Voters name in campaign advertising or literature has not been authorized by the League.
Additional candidate information and races are available at www.VOTE411.org.
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texaS SuPreMe court, continued

justiCe, plaCe 6 continued

publiC proteCtion: The Texas Supreme Court should approve 
standard forms that can be accessed by both lawyers and the 
persons who represent themselves without a lawyer (pro se). 
These forms should be available online and in all civil courts 
throughout the state. These forms should be suggested-forms 
only and not be considered legal advice or a substitute for 
competent counsel.
impartiality: Impartiality can be difficult to maintain if a 

judicial candidate accepts political campaign contributions. I will not accept 
campaign contributions from anyone in excess of $50.00. However, judicial 

candidates should be free to accept any contribution amount so long as the 
contribution amount is a matter of public record.
EDUCATION: Las Cruces High School, Las Cruces, New Mexico, High School Diploma, New 
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico, Associates in Arts University of Texas at El 
Paso, Bachelor of Science in Medical Technology, South Texas College of Law, JD

EXPERIENCE: Practice of Criminal and Civil Law in the State of Texas for over 20 years, I have 
represented individuals and small businesses in all federal and state courts in both criminal and 
civil matters. 

PhONE: (713) 571-1603 | EmAIl: markashlawyer@yahoo.com | wEbsITE: markashfortexas.com

Mark aSh (l)

publiC proteCtion: While the legal profession is a self-
regulating profession, we should also be mindful of the needs 
of the public at-large and how our profession affects the public. 
One of those needs includes ensuring that the everyone has 
continued access to our justice system. Since my appointment 
to the TAJC by the Texas Supreme Court in 2010, I have work 
hard to ensure that right.
impartiality: As a judge who has sat through two elections 

and participated in an appointment-selection process, I support the election of 

judges. Until we have a system which is void of politics and money, our current 
system at least gives the citizens of the State of Texas the right to choose their 
judges. As a judge for 7 years, I do not allowed politics enter into my decisions.
EDUCATION: JD University of Houston Law Center 1988 BAA University of Texas at Austin 1985

EXPERIENCE: Appellate Justice, Chair Texas Center for Judiciary, Board of Texas Access for 
Justice Commission, Board of Judicial Section, 2014 Judge of the Year, 2007 Latina Judge NHBA, 
Minority Director of SBOT, President MABA Texas, Regional VP TADC, many more

PhONE: (956) 821-4476  |  EmAIl: ginambenavides@outlook.com 
wEbsITE: justiceginabenavides.com

Gina bEnaviDES (D) justiCe, plaCe 7

publiC proteCtion: Our profession's greatest current 
challenge is finding ways to make it easier, more efficient, and 
less expensive for people to seek justice in the justice system. 
We have implemented e-filing, expedited trial rules, & Access 
to Justice programs around the state, and we need to improve 
these innovative changes to make courts more "user-friendly."
impartiality: Changes in the current system could help, but 
many changes bring problems of their own. I have committed 

to not take a position on any current proposed changes until I have personally 
been through this election cycle as a candidate. The vast majority of Texans 

want to keep ELECTING their judges, and my general view is that we should be 
hesitant to take away that right.
EDUCATION: Justice Boyd graduated summa cum laude (second in his class) from Pepperdine 
University School of Law in 1991. Before attending law school, he graduated cum laude with a 
degree in Biblical Studies from Abilene Christian University, in 1983.

EXPERIENCE: Justice, Texas Supreme Court (2012-present) Chief of Staff & General Counsel, 
Office of the Texas Governor (2011-12) Attorney, Thompson & Knight (1992-2000, 2003-2010) 
Deputy Attorney General (2000-2003) Youth & Family Minister (1983-2000)

PhONE: (512) 637-8997  |  EmAIl: vanessa@justicejeffboyd.org  |  wEbsITE: justicejeffboyd.org

Jeff boyD (r)

publiC proteCtion: They need to set better standards for 
themselves and the courts of appeal-pass a rule of appellate 
procedure which prohibits justices from seeing or learning 
the name of the lawyer submitting petitions or briefs. Make a 
decision on the merits and not on who the lawyer is. Enforce 
that rule with ethical sanctions for violation by attorneys or 
parties, recusal for justices.
impartiality: The proposed rule above will do more than all 

the campaign finance rules. Once put in place a lot of the funds would dry up. 
There are now plenty of free sources for judicial candidates to get their message 

out for little of no cost, and any contribution would be legitimate, rather than an 
attempt to buy influence. I have refused to solicit or accept any campaign funds.
EDUCATION: High School Diploma Arlington High School, Arlington, Texas (with honors) 1968 
B. A. Economics 1972 (with honors) from U. T. A. Army Officer's Basic Course 1972 Juris Doctor 
S. M. U. School of Law 1976 Arly Officer's Advanced Course (App 1978)

EXPERIENCE: Private practice of law for 37 yrs in the courts of at least 35 counties around the 
state, along with: U.S. Sup. Court, U S Court of App., 5th Cir, Sup. Court of Texas, Court of 
Criminal Appeals, 3 Courts of App, FC ND TX, BIA and Imm. Court

PhONE: (817) 296-5015  |  EmAIl: donfulton@lawyersline.com 

charleS e. Waterbury (G)

Don fulton (l)

justiCe, plaCe 8

publiC proteCtion: I believe the rules and standards of the legal 
profession I believe provide significant protection to the public.
impartiality: The judicial election process has been utterly 
corrupted by the need to raise massive amounts of money in 
order to run a viable campaign. This requirement was put in place 
and maintained by both the Democrat and Republican party. The 
corrupting influence of huge amounts of cash ensures that both 

the Democrat and Republican candidate are beholden to special interests.
EDUCATION: Baylor University School of Law, 1992 Juris Doctor Texas Christian University, 1989 
Bachelor of Science, Cum Laude 

EXPERIENCE: Practicing law since November of 1992. I have practiced in my own firm since 
February 1996. The focus of my practice is personal injury and immigration cases. 

PhONE: (214) 630-4554 | EmAIl: charles@waterburylawpc.com | wEbsITE: waterburylawpc.com

no rEsPonsE rEcEivEd by Print dEadlinE.  sEE votE411 For any latEr rEsPonsEs.  PhiL JohnSon (R), RS RobERto KoELSCh (L), Jim ChiShoLm (G)

i information:
v o t e r Support the Voters Guide with a tax deductible contribution to: 

The League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund 
1212 Guadalupe #107

Austin, TX 78701 
or make a secure donation online at www.lwvtexas.org.

Your Support
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six-year term. must be at least 35 years old, a u.s. citizen, and a texas resident.  must 
have been a practicing lawyer for at least 10 years or a lawyer and a judge of a court of 
record for at least 10 years.  serves as a member of the court of final appellate jurisdiction 
in criminal matters, including death penalty cases, in the state; has the power to issue writs 
of habeas corpus for felons; administers publicly funded judicial and lawyer education. 
annual authorized salary:  $152,500 (Presiding Judge), $150,000 (Judge)

aCCess to justiCe: There are many ways the source of funding 
for indigent can be improved. The screening process can be 
improved so that truly needy people receive indigent defense 
representation. Another source, would be to have a set percentage 
rate of taxes set by statute so that the various counties across the 
state will have a stable and predictable fund to draw upon.  
obligations: The most important obligations are to review 
death penalty case and writs of habeas corpus. The justices 

need to be fair, impartial and accessible to last minute stays of execution. With 

the state empowered to take a life, the judiciary needs to do its part to administer 
justice as openly, transparently, and as quickly as possible. Justice delayed is 
often justice denied
EDUCATION: 1998 Texas Tech University Dual Bachelors in Philosophy and Communication 
Studies with Honors 2001 Texas Tech University School of Law JD

EXPERIENCE: Solo Practitioner, Granberg Law Office, El Paso, Texas 2005---Present General 
Practice with an emphasis on criminal and immigration law. Licensed in the State of Texas and 
New Mexico, State and Federal Court. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.

PhONE: (915) 253-2091  |  EmAIl: granberglawoffice@yahoo.com 

texaS court 
of criMinal 

aPPealS
Questions to Candidates

aCCess to justiCe: the traditional funding source for legal aid for the poor 
and for indigent defense has been shrinking because of low interest rates.  
How can texas improve access to justice in criminal cases? 

obligations: What are the most important obligations of a court of criminal 
appeals judge and why?

John GRanbERG (D)

JUDGE

judge, plaCe 3

aCCess to justiCe: Indigent criminal defendants are entitled 
to free, constitutionally effective counsel, both at trial and on 
direct appeal. Some counties use public defender offices. In other 
counties, the courts appoint counsel. I have some other ideas, but 
any solution must balance the need for quality representation of 
indigent defendants against the reality of scarce resources.  
obligations: The Court of Criminal Appeals (CCA) is our 
state’s high criminal court. A CCA Judge must work with the 

other CCA Judges to ensure our laws are enforced appropriately in all the trial 

and appellate courts in Texas. A CCA Judge should also always seek justice 
and should help to communicate the role of the Court and of other courts in our 
system to lawyers and the public. 
EDUCATION: St. Mary’s University B.A. English Communication Arts - 1988. St. Mary’s University 
Law School J.D. - 1991.

EXPERIENCE: Licensed attorney for nearly 23 years Former briefing attorney at the Court of 
Criminal Appeals – 1991-1992 Former civil litigator/criminal defense attorney 19 year appellate 
prosecutor Commissioner for Texas Board of Legal Specialization

PhONE: (210) 387-1767  |  EmAIl: kpyeary@yahoo.com  |  wEbsITE: yearyforjudge.com

kevin Patrick yeary (r) judge, plaCe 4

aCCess to justiCe: I have presided in 40 counties in the last 
5 years. When counties have funding available for a Public 
Defender’s Office that works best, in conjunction with judges 
appointing qualified lawyers from a list approved by the courts 
when the PD is conflicted. I have participated in 2 significant 
pro bono projects in my career and also believe local lawyers 
should do that.  
obligations: First, to write opinions that lawyers easily 

understand that clearly follow the constitution and legislative intent of statutes. 

To show up for work and work hard, issuing opinions in a timely manner. As an 
elected judge in Bexar County I was consistently ranked at the top of local Bar 
Polls for knowledge of the law, work ethic and judicial demeanor.
EDUCATION: J.D., St. Mary’s University School of Law JD, B.S., Brigham Young University, High 
School – Judson, Converse, Texas, Board Certified in Criminal Law, Fluent in Spanish

EXPERIENCE: I am a 25 year lawyer that has served as a State and Federal prosecutor. I currently 
preside throughout the State as a Senior Judge. I have tried and presided over hundreds of trials, 
including capital murders and written over 50 appellate briefs.

PhONE: (210) 264-1710 | EmAIl: trichardson2@satx.rr.com | wEbsITE: electjudgerichardson.com

bert richarDSon (r)

no rEsPonsE rEcEivEd by Print dEadlinE.  sEE votE411 For any latEr rEsPonsEs.  Mark W. bennett (l)

aCCess to justiCe: Since the supreme court implemented 
mandatory court appointments for folks that meet guidelines 
it's better. If we eliminated surcharges on drivers license 
mandatory license suspensions and decriminalized pot it would 
make for a lot less poor criminals who wouldn't need access to 
justice because they already got it. 
obligations: Judges shouldn't care about the popular thing, 
but the right thing to do. Judges should be independent and not 

just a rubber stamp for the state.Judges should never go with the flow but stand 
up for the people and their right to pursue life liberty and happiness. My dad said 

it best "The government should collect the taxes pave the roads defend the shores 
& leave us alone"
EDUCATION: Attended school in Norman Oklahoma through sophomore year, Abilene High. 
Abilene Christian University UT Law School, US Army M.P. officer basic course, Texas District 
Attorney's Association basic course and the school of hard knocks. 

EXPERIENCE: Had 3 jobs Bible Salesman Soldier Lawyer.Sold bibles 9 yrs 4 Southwestern 
Company 2 put myself through school. Lead Army M.P. platoon & 40 yrs defended the rights of 
the crippled,downtrodden & damned in wrecks divorces and accused.

PhONE: (325) 676-1000  |  EmAIl: callquanahasap@yahoo.com
wEbsITE: parkerandblizzard.com

quanah Parker (l)

i information:
v o t e r

Register to Vote

You must register to vote at least 30 daYs before the election date.  the last daY You 
can register to vote in the 2014 general election is october 6.

For more information on voter registration, see page 6.
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aCCess to justiCe: The funding problems of legal aid for the poor and legal 
defense for the indigent accused of criminal offenses are two different matters. 
The state legislature could address both problems by providing funding to support 
legal services programs for civil law problems and creating a non-partisan entity 
to distribute funding by numbers of indigents accused in each county. 
obligations: As the court of last resort for people who have been adjudicated in 
the Texas criminal system, judges on this court must not only follow the law but 
must insure that both the letter and the spirit of the law are objectively and fairly 

followed. Additionally, the Court of Criminal Appeals must be a fair arbiter of 
convictions possibly based on erroneous evidence.
EDUCATION: Bachelor of Fine Arts, University of Texas in Austin Juris Doctorate, St. Mary's 
University School of Law

EXPERIENCE:  33 years of civil litigation in civil rights, personal injury, family law, consumer law 
and special education, with some criminal litigation.

PhONE: (210) 643-5732 |  EmAIl: jscastro49@gmail.com 

JuDith SanDerS-caStro (G)

texaS court of criMinal aPPealS, continued

judge, plaCe 4 continued

judge, plaCe 9

aCCess to justiCe: Harris County has increased representation 
of the indigent through its Public Defender's Office. For 
counties that can't afford such an office, devoting a portion 
of asset forfeiture funds to indigent defense could provide 
additional revenue. Private organizations such as Fort Bend 
Lawyers Care, which my wife and I have volunteered with, can 
also provide assistance. 
obligations: To fairly, impartially, and consistently interpret 

the law as written. Serving as a small group worship leader has shown me the need 
for humility in all aspects of my life. My extensive work on the editorial board 

for The Texas Prosecutor demonstrates my commitment to consistent application 
of the law for a more transparent, predictable, and fair criminal justice system.
EDUCATION: B.A. - English with concentration in creative writing, magna cum laude - University 
of Houston, 1993 J.D. - University of Texas School of Law, 1997

EXPERIENCE: I have over sixteen years of experience handling criminal appeals including death 
penalty appeals. I have written several articles and lectured extensively across the state on the 
CCA. I am Board Certified in Criminal Law and Criminal Appellate Law

PhONE: (713) 204-7292  |  EmAIl: david@newellforjudge.com 
wEbsITE: newellforjudge.com

DaviD neWell (r)

aCCess to justiCe: Texas should fund a robust system of 
public defenders. 
obligations: A Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals must 
stand detached from outside influences such as campaign 
contributors and political parties. In addition, a Judge must 
apply strict standards to avoid abuse of power by the State.

EDUCATION: I hold the following degrees: BA in political science (SMU); Juris Doctor (George 
Washington University) and Science Masters (MIT).

EXPERIENCE: I served as a Naval Officer and am a combat veteran of the Vietnam War. I have over 
35 years experience as an attorney and business manager. 

PhONE: (214) 468-4762 |  EmAIl: wbstrangeiii@gmail.com 

wiLLiam bRyan StRanGE iii (l)

no rEsPonsE rEcEivEd by Print dEadlinE.  sEE votE411 For any latEr rEsPonsEs.  GEoRGE JoSEPh aLtGELt (G)

i information:
v o t e r

Ballot-by-Mail
Only specific reasons entitle a person to vote by mail (no longer called absentee voting). 

You may request a ballot by mail if you: 
•	will	be	away	from	your	county	on	Election	Day	and	during	early	voting,	

•	are	sick	or	disabled,	
•	are	65	years	of	age	or	older	on	Election	Day,	or	

•	are	confined	to	jail.

You do not need a photo ID to vote by mail, but photo ID will be required of  
first time voters if a driver’s license or Social Security number was not included with  

the voter registration application.
Request an Application for Ballot by Mail from the early voting clerk in the county where you 
are registered, or download the form from www.VoteTexas.gov. The completed form must be 

received by mail or fax between September 5 and October 24, 2014. 
Note:	postmarks	don’t	count.	

A ballot will be mailed to you, and you must return your completed ballot to your county 
elections department by 7 p.m. on Election Day, November 4. The ballot must be received, not 
just postmarked, by that date. If you are mailing your ballot from outside the United States, the 
early voting clerk must receive your ballot by the fifth day after Election Day. (You must mail it 

no later than 7 p.m. on Election Day.)

H E l P F u l  W E b s i t E s

seCretary of state
www.sos.state.tx.us  
www.votetexas.gov

league of Women voters of texas
www.lwvtexas.org 

league of Women voters (u.s.)
www.lwv.org 

republiCan party
www.texasgop.org 

demoCratiC party
www.txdemocrats.org 

libertarian party
www.lptexas.org  

green party
www.txgreens.org 

VOTE411.org
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aCCess to justiCe: Justice for all, not just those who can 
afford to pay for it, is an enormous challenge. Texas legal aid 
service programs struggle for funds. Public Defender Offices 
funded by local and state appropriations are a tremendous help 
on criminal side. Law school legal clinics are doing great work 
on the civil side Metro area law schools & rural legal aid are 
best resources now. 
obligations: My most important obligation is to the 

Jurisprudence of Texas and the people of Texas - we who are here now and those 
to come after us. The fulfillment of that obligation requires that I hew true to the 

common law as formulated by the Justices who preceded me and the statutes as 
enrolled by the Legislature.
EDUCATION: Jesuit High School, Dallas; University of Texas at Austin, BA English and Government 
Majors; South Texas College of Law, Houston, Texas, JD

EXPERIENCE: elected Justice, Tx 1st Court of Appeals; Sharp Law Firm - 20 yrs General Trial & 
Appellate Practice, Criminal, Civil, Probate, Family, Juvenile; Legis. staff Texas Senate & Texas 
House -Senate Education Committee; Legis/Admin Dir 2 State Reps

PhONE: (713) 869-0090  |  EmAIl: sharplaw@eartthlink.net 
wEbsITE: sharpforjustice.com

JiM SharP (D)

aCCess to justiCe: Equal access to justice for every citizen 
is a vital part of our society and providing legal help to those 
less fortunate is a duty of the legal profession. Legal aid should 
be given more funding and lawyers must give back to the 
community through pro bono service. As judge, I will work to 
ensure legal aid for those in need of it, in both civil and criminal 
cases. 
obligations: All citizens are equal before the law. A justice 

on the court of appeals must be fair and balanced and make decisions based on 
the law, without regard to political or personal views. Confidence in the courts 

is vital for our democracy and judges must display judicial temperament, uphold 
the integrity of the courts and ensure equal justice for every Texan. 
EDUCATION: University of Texas School of Law, J.D.; University of Houston, B.A, History; Judge 
Advocate General Officers Advanced Course.

EXPERIENCE: State Civil District Judge, Assistant District Attorney, Harris County: 35 years all 
trial and appellate legal experience; Vietnam Veteran, Paratrooper, JAG Officer; Eagle Scout; 
Married,two adult children all attorneys; Sixth generation Texan.

PhONE: (713) 412-6889  |  EmAIl: russell@lloydforjustice.com 
wEbsITE: LloydForJustice.com

ruSSell lloyD (r)

six-year term. must be at least 35 years old, a u.s. citizen, a texas resident and a district 
resident. must have been a practicing lawyer or a lawyer and a judge of a court of 
record for a total of 10 years or more.  Each court of appeals has intermediate appellate 
jurisdiction in both civil and criminal cases appealed from district or county courts in its 
district.  current annual salary:  $140,000 (chief Justice), $137,500 (Justice)

court of
aPPealS

Questions to Candidates

aCCess to justiCe: the traditional funding source for legal aid for the poor 
and for indigent defense has been shrinking because of low interest rates.  
How can texas improve access to justice in criminal cases? 

obligations: What are the most important obligations of a court of criminal 
appeals judge and why?

JuStice, chief JuStice

justiCe, 1st Court of AppeAls • plACe 3

aCCess to justiCe: Counties should consider adding public 
defenders' offices so that indigent defense can be provided 
by qualified lawyers in a cost-effective manner. Also, the 
Legislature and the counties should allocate sufficient funds to 
pay for indigent defense and to expand legal services to the 
poor.  
obligations: Judges must be fair, independent, and hard-
working. Judges must be stewards of our U.S. and Texas 

Constitutions; and adhere to the highest ethical standards. In our democracy, 
the judiciary provides an important check and balance to the legislative and 

executive branches of government.
EDUCATION: J.D. with Honors, Drake University Law School; Order of the Coif, Order of 
the Barristers; Case Notes Editor, Drake Law Review; Board Certified, Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization since 1995.

EXPERIENCE: Justice, Third Court of Appeals, 2007-2012; Decided 2,000 judicial cases, issued 
700 written opinions; Voted "Best Qualified" by lawyers in 2014 State Bar Preference Poll; Former 
federal prosecutor, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

PhONE: (512) 228-0646  |  EmAIl: dianehensonforjudge@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: dianehensonfortexas.com

Diane henSon (D) Chief justiCe, 3rd Court of appeals

aCCess to justiCe: When people cannot afford legal services, it 
weakens the rule of law. We need to continue legislative funding 
solutions, lawyers volunteering services, and courts innovating 
our processes so that those who cannot afford lawyers can still 
seek justice. For example, our Court of Appeals participates in 
a program to encourage and reward lawyers who handle pro 
bono appeals. 
obligations: An appellate judge must properly apply the law 

to get the answers right in the cases before the court and convey those answers 
in clear, logical, and thoroughly-researched written opinions. This promotes 

the rule of law by giving the public clear and consistent application of the law. 
Judges must base their decisions on the law, not politics or personal preference.
EDUCATION: Undergraduate - Baylor University, BBA in Finance and Business Management; Law 
Degree - Vanderbilt University; Mediation Certificate – Harvard Law School Negotiation Institute

EXPERIENCE: Justice, Texas 3rd Court of Appeals; State District Judge, Travis County; Texas 
Deputy First Assistant Attorney General under Greg Abbott; Former Partner, Strasburger & Price 
law firm; Board Certified, Civil Trial law; married 18 years, father of 3

PhONE: (512) 637-0931  |  EmAIl: Info@judgejeffrose.com 
wEbsITE: Judgejeffrose.com

Jeff roSe (r)

i information:
v o t e r be the first to knoW!  to receive email alerts when the Voters Guide is available, 

send a request with your email address to lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org.Request Email Alerts
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court of aPPealS, continued

Chief justiCe, 4th Court of appeals

aCCess to justiCe: The San Antonio Bar Assn. with Texas 
RioGrande Legal Aid provides free legal services to eligible 
individuals through the Community Justice Program--a 
successful, volunteer-driven program. Texas needs more. We 
need more pro bono services, improved access to legal resources 
for pro se litigants, and incentives for law students/graduates to 
work in underserved communities. 
obligations: Our obligation is to work hard, follow the law, 

be fair, and strive for justice in every decision/opinion, because our decisions 
impact many lives. Justices should respect each other, work well together, and 
model high standards of integrity and professionalism at all times. We should 

build consensus and consider the best interest of the court, when necessary. 
EDUCATION: Graduated from Texas Tech University with a B.B.A. in Accounting. Received 
Doctor of Jurisprudence from St. Mary's University School of Law in 1990 and have been licensed 
to practice law 24 years, 14 of which I served as a trial judge.

EXPERIENCE: As judge, I presided over consumer/contract/employment/tort/landlord-tenant 
cases, reviewed appeals of Administrative Law/Municipal Court decisions, reviewed appeals from 
Justice of the Peace Courts, served as Administrative Judge for 12 courts.

PhONE: (210) 734-0034  |  EmAIl: irenerios4chiefjustice@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: irenerios4chiefjustice.com

irene rioS (D)

aCCess to justiCe: On the civil side, we must support and 
expand programs like the model Equal Access to Justice 
Campaign of the Dallas Bar Association. We also must promote 
the work of the Texas Access to Justice Foundation. On the 
criminal side, funding has been insufficient to fulfill the promise 
of the Fair Defense Act. The Texas Legislature must squarely 
address and remedy this problem. 
obligations: To listen well, provide a full hearing, follow the 

law, and ensure that every Court proceeding is conducted in a manner that makes 
parties know they have been heard. A deep knowledge of law, consistency in 

the law’s application, and clarity of opinion are critical. Ultimately, the primary 
responsibility is to establish and preserve faith in our state's justice system. 
EDUCATION: Bachelor of Arts, University of North Texas, Denton Juris Doctor, SMU Dedman 
School of Law, Dallas

EXPERIENCE: 40 years of legal experience at the trial and appellate levels. Judge, 95th District 
Court since 2009. Three-term Presiding Judge, Dallas County Civil District Courts. Former Dallas 
Bar Ass’n Director. Volunteer Judge for National Adoption Day.

PhONE: (214) 748-5276 |  EmAIl: judgemolberg@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: judgekenmolberg.com

KEn moLbERG (D) justiCe, 5th Court of AppeAls • plACe 5

aCCess to justiCe: Fair access to our courts is a matter of 
critical importance to all citizens of our State, regardless 
of income. By electing Justices with significant appellate 
experience, voters can insure that appellate dockets are handled 
in the most expeditious way possible, resulting in lower legal 
costs while guaranteeing all citizens their constitutional right 
to be heard. 
obligations: The most sacred obligation vested in a Justice on 

the Court of Appeals is to be a relentless protector of the rule of law. An effective 
Justice must interpret the law as written and fairly apply it to the facts of the case 
in a manner wholly unswayed by personal opinion or bias.

EDUCATION: After attending the University of Texas at Austin and the University of North Texas 
in Denton, I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science in 1986. In 1990, I received my 
Juris Doctorate from the Texas Tech University School of Law.

EXPERIENCE: I currently serve as a Justice on the Fifth Court of Appeals. Prior to that, it was my 
honor to represent the State of Texas as an appellate prosecutor for over 22 years. I have handled 
in excess of 125 appeals in appellate courts across our State.

PhONE: (214) 738-3304  |  EmAIl: cstoddart22@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: StoddartForJustice.com

CRaiG StoDDaRt (r)

aCCess to justiCe: In civil cases we should work to recruit 
more volunteer lawyers to the Just Take One Community 
Justice Program that provides mentors to work with lawyers 
who agree to take 1 pro bono civil case each year. For criminal 
cases there should be an appellate public defender's office, as 
the 4th Court district has, to give indigent defendants quality 
and efficient representation. 
obligations: As the last resort for most litigants appellate 

courts are obligated to uphold juries' rights to judge the credibility of witnesses 
and to uphold the constitution and Texas law. Appellate judges must write clear, 

well-reasoned opinions, as decisions also affect future litigants with similar legal 
issues. Opinions should be timely, as justice delayed is often justice denied
EDUCATION: University of Texas at Austin-BA, Spanish, 1977, graduated with Honors in 3 years; 
St. Mary's University School of Law- JD, 1980

EXPERIENCE: Justice, 4th Court of Appeals, 2002-present; Judge, Bexar County Probate Court No. 
2, 1992-2001; Partner, Goode, Casseb & Jones, formerly Sawtelle, Goode, Davidson & Troilo, 
1986-1992; Hollon & Marion, Boerne, Tx. 1980-1986

PhONE: (210) 978-2524  |  EmAIl: info@marionforchiefjustice.com 
wEbsITE: marionforchiefjustice.com

SanDee bryan Marion (r)

i information:
v o t e r

Ballot-by-Mail

Only specific reasons entitle a person to vote by mail (no longer called absentee voting). You may request a ballot by mail if you: 
•	will	be	away	from	your	county	on	Election	Day	and	during	early	voting,	•	are	sick	or	disabled,	

•	are	65	years	of	age	or	older	on	Election	Day,	or	•	are	confined	to	jail.
You do not need a photo ID to vote by mail, but photo ID will be required of first time voters if a driver’s license or Social 

Security number was not included with the voter registration application.
Request an Application for Ballot by Mail from the early voting clerk in the county where you are registered,  

or download the form from www.VoteTexas.gov. The completed form must be received by mail or fax between  
September 5 and October 24, 2014. Note: postmarks don’t count. 

A ballot will be mailed to you, and you must return your completed ballot to your county elections department by 7 p.m. on 
Election Day, November 4. The ballot must be received, not just postmarked, by that date. If you are mailing your ballot from 
outside the United States, the early voting clerk must receive your ballot by the fifth day after Election Day. (You must mail it 

no later than 7 p.m. on Election Day.)



18Voters Guide  •  2014 General Election Edition  © 2014 League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund  •  www.lwvtexas.org

court of aPPealS, continued

justiCe, 13th Court of AppeAls • plACe 6

aCCess to justiCe: It is imperative that the legislature consider 
other funding sources. One option is a modest fee that can be 
added to the cost of filing a civil lawsuit. Another area that 
needs improvement is pro bono representation by lawyers at the 
appellate level. While pro bono work is encouraged generally, 
an emphasis should be placed on the need at the appellate level. 
obligations: Deciding cases fairly and efficiently are the 
most important obligations. Litigants need to have assurance 

that their cases will be decided fairly in accordance with the law. Efficiency 
is critical to curtail the concern and criticism that the appellate process simply 

takes too long. Appellate decisions must be made in a reasonable time frame to 
give litigants finality.
EDUCATION: Pharr San Juan Alamo High School – May 1976; University of Texas at Austin – BBA 
in Accounting, December 1980; University of Houston Law Center – Juris Doctorate, May 1990.

EXPERIENCE: Justice, 13th Court of Appeals, 2003 to present; Partner, Michael J. Garza & Dori 
Contreras Garza, 97-02; Owner, Professional Dispute Resolution, 97-02; Associate, Law Offices 
of Frank Herrera, 92-97; Associate, Thomas N. Thurlow & Assoc, 90-92

PhONE: (956) 655-9206  |  EmAIl: dorigarza@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: justicedori.com

DoRi ContRERaS GaRza (D)

DoUG noRman (r)
aCCess to justiCe: All people have an equal right to justice, 
but money often plays a part in the quality of justice a person 
receives. A major contributing factor is the confusing and 
convoluted nature of our laws and procedures. To the extent 
that we can simplify them, we will reduce the high costs of 
litigation, prevent legal gamesmanship, and bring justice within 
reach of every person. 
obligations: (1) Be fair and polite to everyone, giving equal 

respect to all who appear before him or her; (2) Be careful and correct in the 
analysis and application of the law and avoid legislating from the bench, in order 

to remain faithful to the letter and spirit of the law; (3) Be clear and concise in 
written opinions, so that everyone will know the reason for the ruling.
EDUCATION: Law Degree, With Honors, The University of Texas Law School. Graduate of the 
Army Field Artillery and Judge Advocate Officer Basic Courses. 

EXPERIENCE: 1987-2000 Briefing Attorney, Staff Attorney, and Chief Staff Attorney, Thirteenth 
Court of Appeals. 2000-present Assistant District Attorney-Appellate Section, Nueces County. I 
have argued numerous appeals to the highest criminal court in Texas. 

PhONE: (361) 813-5608  |  EmAIl: dougnormancampaign@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: electdougnorman.com

Chief justiCe, 14th Court of appeals

aCCess to justiCe: "Speak up and judge fairly; defend the 
rights of the poor and needy." -Proverbs 31:9. People should not 
be denied justice because they lack the financial resources to 
hire a lawyer. While we wait to see what happens with interest 
rates in the future, Texas should use a portion of the new online 
filing fees to pay for the provision of legal aid to the poor. 
obligations: A Court of Appeals justice should follow the 
Constitutions of the State of Texas and the United States of 

America. When dealing with the review of appeals, the Court should adhere to 
the established precedent. Following the law is a high obligation because judges 
must always strive to maintain the integrity of the courts and public confidence 
in the judicial system.

EDUCATION: I graduated from Strake Jesuit College Preparatory in 1994, The University of Texas 
with a B.A. in Government in 1998, followed by South Texas College of Law where I earned my 
J.D. in December of 2000. I was licensed to practice law in May 2001.

EXPERIENCE: I have served as Judge of the 125th District Court from 2009 to present. Prior to 
taking the bench I worked as a civil litigator and served as general counsel for two legislative 
committees: General Investigating and Ethics as well as Urban Affairs.

PhONE: (713) 227-0042  |  EmAIl: judgekylecarter@yahoo.com 
wEbsITE: judgecarter.com

kyle carter (D)

aCCess to justiCe: As recipient of the 2014 State Bar of Texas 
Pro Bono Judge Award, I know the impact of increasing lawyer 
involvement in pro bono service to low-income litigants. 
Through outreach to attorneys to improve the quantity and 
quality of pro bono representation, we can better address the 
legal needs of the most vulnerable among us and help to ensure 
access to justice for all.  
obligations: • Apply laws fairly to all alike. • Dispose of 

cases efficiently. • Master appellate law. • Come to court prepared. • Write sound 
opinions with clarity and precision. • Treat all who come before the court with 
dignity and respect. The job demands a robust work ethic, a strong commitment 
to excellence, and the know-how and courage to do the right thing. That’s my 
record. 

EDUCATION: • DUKE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, LL.M in Judicial Studies (2014); • 
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, J.D. (1983); Law Review , AmJur Awards ; • 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, B.B.A. in International Business; B.A. in Government (1980).

EXPERIENCE: • 15+ years on the appellate bench handling civil and criminal cases; • another 
15 years in the private practice of law with two major Texas firms; • Highly rated in judicial 
qualification polls; • Winner of multiple judicial awards and honors. 

EmAIl: campaign@justicefrost.com  |  wEbsITE: justicefrost.com

keM thoMPSon froSt (r)

i information:
v o t e r

Students may use either their parents’ address or their college address for voter registration, whichever 

they consider to be their permanent address. Students cannot be registered at both places. The general rule 

of thumb is that wherever students claim residency is the place where they should be registered to vote. 

Students who will be away from their address on Election Day and during early voting may request ballots 

by mail. Student IDs are not adequate photo IDs for voting and will not be accepted at the polls.

Student Voters
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i information:
v o t e r

Online Resources

court of aPPealS, continued

justiCe, 14th Court of AppeAls • plACe 7

aCCess to justiCe: In addition to traditional funding sources, 
lawyers have traditionally offered pro bono services to the poor 
and indigent, sometimes through organized programs, often 
through appointments, and other times through their work with 
charitable organizations. Though interest rates may vary over 
time, the opportunity for lawyers to serve their communities is 
always available. 
obligations: The most important obligation of a Court of 

Appeals Justice is to provide a fair and impartial hearing to all members of the 

community. None of us should be satisfied until we can say that the words of 
the Prophet Amos have been fulfilled: "But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream."
EDUCATION: B.A., Magna Cum Laude, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA (1974); J.D. 
University of Pennsylvania Law School, Philadelphia, PA (1977)

EXPERIENCE: Pres., DuPont Power Marketing, & Sr. Vice Pres. of Conoco Global Power (1995-
1999); Vice Pres., Occidental Energy Marketing (1999-2012); Consultant for the Alliance Risk 
Group (2012-2014); and Director of Governance and ERM, NRG Energy (2014-present)

PhONE: (713) 942-5800 | EmAIl: gordongoodman@live.com | wEbsITE: goodmanforjustice.com

GoRDon GooDman (D)

1st Court of AppeAls, plACe 5: laura Carter higley (r)

2nd Court of AppeAls, plACe 2: bill meier (r)

2nd Court of AppeAls, plACe 7: lee gabriel (r)

5tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 3: ada broWn (r)

5tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 6: david bridges (r)

5tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 8: bill Whitehill (r)

6tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 3: ralph k. burgess (r)

CHief JustiCe, 7tH Court of AppeAls: brian Quinn (r)

CHief JustiCe, 8tH Court of AppeAls: ann CraWford mCClure (d)

CHief JustiCe, 9tH Court of AppeAls: steve mCkeithen (r)

9tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 3: leanne johnson (r)

10tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 2: rex davis (r)

11tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 2: mike Willson (r)

11tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 3: john bailey (r)

CHief JustiCe, 12tH Court of AppeAls: jim Worthen (r)

14tH Court of AppeAls, plACe 4: marC broWn (r)

unopposed candidates:

aCCess to justiCe: Access to justice is a critical and persistent 
issue facing the Texas court system. Any efforts to establish 
more opportunities for lawyers to serve the disadvantaged 
would be welcome. In the appellate courts, more lawyers 
available for indigent appellate representation would be very 
helpful. 
obligations: My most important duty is to remain faithful 
to the law. I do not legislate from the bench. Our system of 

government only works when judges recognize and embrace their role in that 

system. The role should be limited to strictly interpreting the laws handed down 
from the legislature and following legal precedent. I work hard every day to be 
faithful to this duty.
EDUCATION: Texas A&M University, BBA 1991 University of Houston Law Center, JD 1994

EXPERIENCE: Justice, 14th Court of Appeals, 2013-Present Judge, 334th District Court, 2011-2013 
Partner, Fridge, Resendez & Wise LLP, 2009-2011 Judge, 152nd District Court, 2002-2008

PhONE: (713) 330-4146  |  EmAIl: judge@judgekenwise.com 
wEbsITE: WiseForTexas.com

ken WiSe (r)

i information:
v o t e r Support the Voters Guide with a tax deductible contribution to: 

The League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund 
1212 Guadalupe #107

Austin, TX 78701 
or make a secure donation online at www.lwvtexas.org.

Your Support

seCretary of state
www.sos.state.tx.us  
www.votetexas.gov

league of Women voters of texas
www.lwvtexas.org 

league of Women voters (u.s.)
www.lwv.org 

republiCan party
www.texasgop.org 

demoCratiC party
www.txdemocrats.org 

libertarian party
www.lptexas.org  

green party
www.txgreens.org 
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Four-year term.  must be at least 26 years old, a u.s. citizen, a texas resident for at 
least 12 months, a district resident for at least 12 months, and a registered texas voter.  
composed of 15 members elected from roughly equally populous districts, the board 
adopts rules and establishes policies that govern a wide range of educational programs 
and services provided by texas public schools.  among duties:  establishes goals for the 
public school system; adopts and promotes four-year plans for meeting those goals; and 
oversees investment of the Permanent school Fund.  annual authorized salary:  none

CurriCulum: I fully support involving these individuals in writing 
state curriculum standards. It is the responsibility of the State Board 
to ensure that we set standards that are challenging, attainable and 
relevant to the classroom experience & career & college readiness! 
We need representatives on curriculum committees that will speak 
to true educational and career needs of TX. 
funding: I will continue to work at and support setting the 
the highest percentage distribution for the PSF, so that our 

districts will be allocated the most funding possible to support the purchase of 
Instructional Materials. I will also continue to work diligently with our State 
Representatives so that the distribution of the PSF funds are more timely for our 
school districts.

other issues: One of the most important charges of the Board is ensuring 
that we have a thorough, fair & transparent review process for adoption of 
instructional materials & curriculum standards. I will continue to work hard & 
advocate for this transparency, as well as continue to have an open-door policy 
with all stakeholders so I may best represent the needs of District 3 & all Texans
EDUCATION: I am a product of the San Antonio Independent School District, having graduated 
from Health Professions High School at Edison. I graduated from the University of Texas at Austin 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and a Minor in Psychology

EXPERIENCE: Professional experience began at Child Protective Services. I now work for the San 
Antonio Independent School District in Governmental & Community Relations. I have served as 
SBOE member representing District 3 since January of 2013.

PhONE: (210) 317-4651 |  EmAIl: marisa@marisabperez.com  |  wEbsITE: marisabperez.com

State boarD 
of eDucation 

Questions to Candidates

CurriCulum: do you support involving practicing texas professionals in 
writing the state curriculum? Why or why not?

funding: What changes, if any, would you make to current investment 
policies for the Permanent school Fund and to distributions for public 
schools?  Please explain. 

other issues: What other issues do you consider the most important, and 
how would you address them?

MariSa b. Perez (D)

MeMber

memBer • DIstrICt 3

memBer • DIstrICt 4

CurriCulum: Yes, every Texan has a say in the states curriculum. We need our 
best minds to develop the learning path for our students.
funding: I believe the invetment policies for the PSF are very good. I would 
make no changes at this time.
other issues: Charter Schools, We need the SBOE as the govering body for 
Texas Charter Schools. One person should not have closing and expansion 
athority

EDUCATION: 1984 BS Education Prairie View A&M University 1985 M.Ed Prairie View A&M 
University 1993 M.Ed Admin. Prairie View A&M University 1993-1997 60 hours in Curriculum 
and instruction

EXPERIENCE: Houston ISD ( 30 years)Teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal, and Central Office 
Adiminstrator Texas SBOE ( 10 years) Elected 2004,2006,2010, and 2012

PhONE: (713) 203-1355

laWrence a. allen (D)

CurriCulum: If we're speaking of the education bureaucracy, 
they should be involved, but should NOT be in charge. The 
professional education bureaucracy's 45 years of failure with 
outcomes-based methodology is a major reason we have high 
school honor graduates taking remedial English and math in 
college. Texas' education standards should reflect the input and 
will of parents.
funding: I think most Texas taxpayers are very satisfied with 

how the PSF is currently managed. I would look closely at those investments to 
ensure they do not support corporations or entities with political agendas which 
are clearly to the detriment of Texans. 

other issues: We must stop Common Core by delineating clear state standards 
which remain knowledge-based, not subjective. Public schools exist to create 
responsible citizens, not to "train a workforce." If we want politics out of 
education, then we need to remove the progressive bias currently in the system.
EDUCATION: Attended University of Houston Distinguished honor graduate, Defense Information 
School

EXPERIENCE: More than 30 years in the newspaper business as a writer, editor and photographer. 
Began specializing in education issues in the mid-1990s and authored a book on politics involved 
in the 1996-98 rewrite of Texas' state standards.

PhONE: (281) 415-4013  |  EmAIl: dave@davemundy.com  |  wEbsITE: davemundy.com

Dave MunDy (r)

CurriCulum: There is no reason not to include as much input 
as possible from all different perspectives when it comes to 
education, and special credence should be given to those who 
are in the trenches, who do this for a living, every day in a live 
classroom setting; they are the most important voices we have.
funding: Distribution of moneys to schools should be based 
on need, not strictly attendance. Schools should be empowered 
to define their monetary needs for specific goals, rather than 

tallying a total based on how many students they can keep coming to school 
every day. Transparency in how the money is allocated to those goals is crucial 
to ensuring complete funding.

other issues: The actual teachers are the most important assets in the entire 
school system, yet are the least empowered to influence the decisions that affect 
their classrooms All decisions should be not just open for input, but rather fully 
influenced by the voice of our educators. Implementing a system to gather 
actionable feedback on every decision is crucial.
EDUCATION: Magna Cum Laude graduate with a BS in Computer Science from the University of 
Texas Pan American

EXPERIENCE: Although my professional experience is mostly technical, it is always interlaced 
with education. From my many years spent as a tutor through my roles in writing and presenting 
documentation and support to improve understanding, I'm always teaching.

PhONE: (956) 278-0887  |  EmAIl: josh@selarom.net 

JoSh MoraleS (l)
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State boarD of eDucation, continued

memBer • DIstrICt 4 continued

CurriCulum: Yes. I do believe that an adhoc committe would assist legislators 
in bringing the curriculum up to competative standards worldwide.
funding: First of all , I would recommend review of the investment policies 
to see where there has been deficiencies and begin communication with my 
collegues and legislators to improve those deficient policies that may be too 
antiquated with the investments of todays economy.
other issues: I would like for the state board of education to be inclusive of 
hispanic history here in texas and I would play a huge role in the development of 
required mexican american historical studies as part of the required history credit 

in the texas history curriculum. It is time that our hispanic descendents have the 
opportunity to learn of there roots/forefathers before them.
EDUCATION: Bachelor of Science-Occupational Technology Industrial Studies Bachelor of Arts-
Theater-Minor-Dance Cosmetology Instructor Osha-Safety-Training

EXPERIENCE: I have served over twenty plus years on many boards and commissions, worked as 
an educator for more than fifteen years and currently working in the private sector and continue to 
advocate for better education in my community where I reside. 

PhONE: (281) 636-1058  |  EmAIl: dorothymolmos@gmail.com 

Dorothy olMoS (r)

CurriCulum: It is crucially important to involve practicing 
professionals when developing educational standards and 
curriculum. Utilizing these professionals would ensure that 
the standards and curriculum are accurate in nature, build a 
continuum of learning and assure that upon graduation students 
have the skills necessary to enter into post-secondary education 
or the workforce. 
funding: The Permanent School Fund (PSF) is at an all-time 

high, $29 billion dollars, so currently it seems that the investments have been 
good. I do have concerns regarding charter school bonds being backed by the by 
the PSF. I question the potential loss to the PSF if a charter is revoked or a school 
is closed. I believe the PSF should allocate more for technology in schools.

other issues: Alternatives to high stakes standardized testing should be 
discussed. Much of the research shows standardized testing does a poor job in 
accurately assessing student growth. Options such as educational portfolios and 
performance assessments should be discussed. I believe the TX SBOE could 
initiate discussions with state legislatures on alternatives to standardized tests.
EDUCATION: Associates of Applied Science, Occupational Therapy Assistant Program Bachelors 
of Applied Arts and Sciences, Psychology/Sociology 

EXPERIENCE: 13 years experience working in public schools throughout New Mexico and Texas as 
an Occupational Therapy Assistant. Providing occupational therapy services to children ages 3-21 
one both on an individual level and in inclusion settings

PhONE: (409) 527-1486  |  EmAIl: kathyking47@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: kathyking2014.com

Kathy KinG (D) memBer • DIstrICt 7

CurriCulum: My life experience has proven to me that the only way to learn 
something appropriately is by doing it hands on. You know if a practice works. 
Teachers either benefit or fall short of expectation based on the curriculum they 
should assist in writing it.
funding: The reality of this response is that there is no good answer. If I believe 
my party there should be no funding, and the parents should determine based on 
a free-market system. As an individual I can’t agree. There is too much at stake. 
There are too many parents having a hard time just paying for necessities to add 
costs needed for a successful education.
other issues: 1) Arts in Education – Guaranteeing a right for students to explore 
the arts. 2) Foreign languages starting from a younger age 3) History Education 

–review of the changes made to the newest text books. 4) Science – Larger focus 
on Science earlier in a student’s education. 5) Mathematics – Raise the bar on 
Math requirements
EDUCATION: Completed High School, Burnet High School, Graduated 1999 Attended Blinn 
College, 2000 

EXPERIENCE: Professionally I’ve worked in Trade and Procurement for over 10 years. In my off 
duty hours I volunteer and assist community initiatives. 

PhONE: (832) 340-3787  |  EmAIl: megandagata@yahoo.com 
wEbsITE: dagataforstateboardofed.com

mEGan DaGata (l)

CurriCulum: State curriculum standards and reviews 
should be developed by professionals in the field of study. 
Curriculum should reflect academic consensus and marketplace 
requirements and should not be compromised by ideological 
agendas. Texas curriculum content and illustration should 
include an accurate reflection of past and current Texas cultural 
and ethnic demographics.
funding: Dispensations to private entities undermine universal 

public education. I will insist on the highest Charter standards legally available 
while working to eliminate required public funding of these. Investment of 
the Permanent Fund should be determined by professional financial advice 
with securing the future of public education as the goal rather than ideology or 
cronyism.

other issues: Responsible funding and universal pre-kindergarten addressed 
through access to legislators and media. Renewed respect for public education 
and educators addressed through rhetoric and modeling as well as through access 
to legislators and media. Reduced funding and use of high-stakes standardized 
assessment addressed through access to TEA and legislators as well SBOE role.
EDUCATION: MA in Counseling: West Texas A&M University, MDiv in Pastoral Studies, BS 
in Human Development and Family Relations with Early Childhood Education: University of 
Kentucky.

EXPERIENCE: Licensed Professional Counselor Intern, Special Education Counselor for secondary 
and elementary, Building counselor for early childhood and secondary, Special education, 
secondary, elementary, early childhood and post-secondary teacher.

PhONE: (817) 688-7431  |  EmAIl: nancy@nancybeanfortexas.org 
wEbsITE: nancybeanfortexas.org

nancy bean (D) memBer • DIstrICt 11

no rEsPonsE rEcEivEd by Print dEadlinE.  sEE votE411 For any latEr rEsPonsEs.  DaviD braDley (r)

i information:
v o t e r

Photo ID Requirement
Texas now requires voters to show an acceptable photo ID at the polls.  

See WHAT TO TAKE TO THE POLLS on the front page for a list of accepted photo IDs.  
See PHOTO ID DETAILS AND EXCEPTIONS on the back page for additional specifications.
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State boarD of eDucation, continued

memBer • DIstrICt 11 continued

CurriCulum: Yes. Deciding with the help of practitioners 
and experts in the field on the standards that will best serve 
our students in a global society, then narrowing those to a 
manageable number of standards that are the absolute most 
important ones is essential. Securing the input of the subject 
area professionals in this process has been accomplished during 
my tenure.
funding: In my tenure on the SBOE, the PSF has gone from 

4 asset classes to a much healthier 11 asset classes. The fund has grown from 
roughly 17 B. in 2002 to 30 B. in 2014. The fund ended 2013 with over a 10% 
rate of return, making it one of the most successful public funds in Texas. I 
would not make any changes to our current investment policies nor distribution 
procedure.

other issues: Refining of the new courses and graduation requirements called for 
in HB5; Future issues are the social studies textbook adoption and the revision of 
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for both Career Technology Education 
and English Language Arts. Via technology I would like greater numbers of 
educators and community members to be involved.
EDUCATION: LaPorte High School, La Porte, TX B.A. Howard Payne University M.S. University 
of North Texas Graduate hours: UT Austin,Texas A&M University, American University in Cairo, 
Beijing Normal University in China, Boğaziçi University in Istanbul

EXPERIENCE: My experience spans more than forty years of service to Texas schools. For three 
decades I taught students and mentored colleagues in Castleberry ISD. For the past fourteen years 
I have been serving as a central office administrator in Weatherford.

PhONE: (817) 732-1786  |  EmAIl: pathardy2008@sbcglobal.net 
wEbsITE: Vote.hardy.com

Patricia harDy (r)

CurriCulum: While I do support subject matter professionals 
influencing curriculum, I am adamantly opposed to any sort of 
statewide curriculum. In my experience, you absolutely cannot 
apply the same curriculum successfully to all students. The 
curriculum should be managed on a local, preferably classroom, 
level – with parental involvement.
funding: A State managed school fund is not what I consider 
ideal. However, since Texas already has over $20 billion in 

education endowment, we should do our best to maintain its value. I will leave 
the investment strategies to the economists. Distributions to local districts should 
be equitable and should include charter and private schools.

other issues: I would put an end to standardized curriculum and testing. We 
didn't build a great nation by following a global standard. We did it by setting 
the standard. We're choking the creativity out of our students and stifling the 
effectiveness of our teachers with one-size-fits-all curriculum and how-do-we-
compare-to-[insert your most envied country here] testing.
EDUCATION: Associate of Applied Science, Electronics Engineering Technology, Amarillo 
College. Studied Computer Science Engineering at University of Texas at Arlington.

EXPERIENCE: Training numerous staff members in computer-related and administrative functions 
in the business environment. Cub Master and Assistant Scout Master with Boy Scouts of America 
– 11 years. Home Educator – 14 years.

EmAIl: craig@freedomfromeducation.org  |  wEbsITE: FreedomFromEducation.org

CRaiG SanDERS (l)

CurriCulum: The TX State Board should utilize qualified 
and practicing professionals to write and evaluate the state's 
curriculum. At this time, the Board has allowed biased 
individuals on committees. This has led to rewriting history. 
(Examples: changing words such as changing the word, slavery 
to "Atlantic Triangular Trade" and removing Thomas Jefferson 
from the Enlightenment Era).
funding: The Permanent School Fund should be protected and 

overseen by the Texas State Board of Ed. so that the State Legislature will not 
be able to utilize these funds for any reason other than its original established 
purpose. 

other issues: A reduction in unnecessary student testing would offer students 
more time for instruction and funding could go to their schools. Texas spent a 
half billion dollars on testing and additionally each district also spent their own 
budget dollars on administrating those tests. The Texas legislature could use that 
money to restore the funding to the school districts. 
EDUCATION: Ph.D. Master's Degree Bachelor's Degree

EXPERIENCE: Excellence in Teaching Award Winner DCCCD Richland College 2013-2014 John 
and Susan Roueche's League of Innovation Excellence in Teaching Award 2013 Dallas County 
School Board Dallas Independent School Board Trustee Professor - Richland College

PhONE: (214) 328-6809  |  EmAIl: loisparrott@yahoo.com  |  wEbsITE: loisparrott.com

loiS Parrott (D) memBer • DIstrICt 12

CurriCulum: Yes, I support using Texas professional (both active and retired) 
teachers. While the SBOE members must ultimately be responsible for our 
educational curriculum standards, it is important we have business leaders, 
experts in the subject area, parents so that we can better prepare our students for 
college and the working world.
funding: I have always fought and will always fight to protect our dedicated 
Permanent School Fund (The Kid's Textbook Fund) for its original purpose. This 
fund was established to pay for our children's textbooks (instructional materials). 
I will not allow the PSF to be raided by politicians and special interest groups.
other issues: It is important that we keep CScope and common core out of the 
curriculum in the Texas Education System. It is important that we renew our 

commitment to a phonics-based approach in teaching reading and spelling in 
language arts. 
EDUCATION: Masters of Science in Reading from Texas A&M Commerce, Bachelors of Arts in 
Education from Southern Methodist University, Graduate of Woodrow Wilson High School in 
Dallas, Certificate from Scottish Rite reading laboratory under Dr. Luke Waites 

EXPERIENCE: Member of the State Board of Education for 28 years (1984-2010) (2013-present), 
Served as Chairman on the State Board of Education, Served as Vice Chairman on the State Board 
of Education, Member on the Permanent School Fund committee 

PhONE: (214) 522-1610  |  EmAIl: gtince@aol.com  |  wEbsITE: tincymiller.com

GERaLDinE 'tinCy' miLLER (r)

CurriCulum: I disagree with the premise of this question. I do not support state 
and federal mandates on learning. If such mandates have to be followed -at the 
risk of hampering the learning process and limiting teachers, then those affected 
should be involved in the process.
funding: As per the TEA explanation on this (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/psf/), 
proper financial management of this resource should increase funds over time. 
My main concern is derived from the application of taxes to the system. 
other issues: Tx schools need more innovation/freedom. Allow teachers to 
teach to the best of their abilities and students to be allowed to learn. The problem 

with politics, and this question, is that there is a presumption that things need to 
be "done" or that change needs to happen. My ideas on this are best expressed 
here. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNIgztvyU2U
EDUCATION: I have a BA from Austin College and a Masters of Arts and Teaching from Austin 
College as well.

EXPERIENCE: I have taught in both public and private schools and have been at my current school 
for over 10 years. I have held certifications to teach at early childhood to 4th grade and High 
school. I also mentor and perform a number of other services.

Mark WeSter (l)
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texaS
conStitutional 

aMenDMent 

distriCt 2: ruben Cortez jr. (d) 
unopposed candidate:

State boarD of eDucation, continued

memBer • DIstrICt 13

CurriCulum: I support involving instructional experts in 
reviewing and writing the state curriculum. I believe that the 
students of Texas deserve to have access to the high-quality 
resources and that our state curriculum should be written by 
experts who have a deep understanding of effective instructional 
practices and content expertise.
funding: According to Texas Administrative Code, “Investments 
shall provide the highest return commensurate with the lowest 

risk and shall be diversified.” This is a strong policy as it allows the Fund to reach 
its investment goals. I believe that the Board should work diligently to ensure a fair 
and equitable distribution for all children across the state.
other issues: Texas students deserve to have rigorous instruction, great teachers 
and leaders, and excellent schools. I will work hard to develop rigorous learning 

standards that help students thrive. Additionally, I will advocate for policies that 
provide educators on-going professional development and that all children have 
access to schools where they nurtured and challenged.
EDUCATION: LBJ School of Public Affairs, The University of Texas at Austin; Master of Public 
Affairs Prof. Report: “Closing School Readiness Gaps: A Guide for Texas Policymakers” Williams 
College (Williamstown, MA); Bachelor of Arts, Political Science

EXPERIENCE: -Regional Director, Leadership for Educational Equity -Policy Program Director, 
Teaching Trust -Senior Policy Analyst, National Council of La Raza -Fellow, The David and 
Lucile Packard Foundation -Bilingual Teacher, Durkee Elementary School

PhONE: (214) 744-3149  |  EmAIl: erikabeltranfortexaskids@gmail.com 
wEbsITE: erikabeltranfortexaskids.org

erika beltran (D)

CurriCulum: Yes. The educational system needs to evolve 
and adapt to the needs of the current job market. Adding input 
from professionals while allowing our teachers to use their 
experience and best practices is always welcome. We don't 
necessary need to make additional laws or mandates on the 
subject since it appears to be evolving on it's own from free 
market pressure.
funding: With a balance in excess of $28 billion, I think 

the fund is doing fine. Why fix something that isn't broken? We do need to 
examine the way distributions are managed. I am concerned that these funds 
are mostly channeled to vendors of educational products instead of going to the 

teachers or the classrooms while at the same time educators are being fleeced & 
micromanaged.
other issues: There appears to be a teacher shortage. In response, our state 
government is left with finding alternate ways to certify teachers from other 
professions while at the same time profiting from them. To address this issue, we 
should relax student loan debt forgiveness qualifications.
EDUCATION: St. George’s University School of Medicine Austin College Orange Grove High 
School

EXPERIENCE: Educator/Teacher 2003 to present

PhONE: (214) 229-8878  |  EmAIl: junart@hotmail.com 

Junart SoDoy (l)

proposition 1

offiCial ballot language: 

the constitutional amendment providing for the use 
and dedication of certain money transferred to the state 
highway fund to assist in the completion of transportation 
construction, maintenance, and rehabilitation projects, not 
to include toll roads.
explanation:
the proposed amendment requires the comptroller of public accounts 
to allocate one-half of the amount of oil and gas production tax revenue 
currently transferred to the economic stabilization fund, known as the 
rainy day Fund, to the state highway fund for the purpose of constructing, 
maintaining, and acquiring rights-of-way for public roadways other than toll 
roads. 

House bill 1, the enabling legislation for Proposition 1, requires any amount 
transferred to the state highway fund to be allocated throughout the state 
by the texas department of transportation (txdot) consistent with existing 
formulas adopted by the texas transportation commission. the bill also 
calls for the appointment of a committee of legislators to determine a 
sufficient balance for the rainy day Fund, below which no general revenue 
would be transferred to the state highway fund.

arguments for: 
• the proposed amendment with its enabling legislation is a key step 

toward securing critical funding for transportation projects in texas. 
the two measures together would present a politically viable means 
to secure a portion of the funding texas needs to maintain roadway 
congestion at current levels, given population and economic growth. 

• the enabling legislation allows the legislature to take necessary 
measures to ensure that a minimum balance is available to respond to 
natural disasters and fiscal emergencies by appointing a committee of 
legislators to determine a sufficient balance for the rainy day Fund.

arguments against: 

• the proposed amendment and its enabling legislation do not provide 
a solution to the state’s serious, ongoing highway funding shortage. 
because neither measure authorizes the collection of any additional 
revenue, the measures in effect take money out of one fiscal pocket and 
move it to another. 

• the two measures would not adequately safeguard emergency reserves 
nor guarantee a minimum balance in the rainy day Fund. the bill 
would assign this authority to each legislature, which is subject to 
the preferences of any given legislative session. the rainy day Fund 
transfer is designated in the constitution in part to provide a well-
protected reserve, which is important for the state’s ability to withstand 
economic calamities and for its credit rating.
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 aDvoCatinG      aGitatinG      EDUCatinG

Who else but the LWV is a nonpartisan, political organization and 
one of America’s most trusted grassroots organizations? The LWV...
encouraging active participation in government...working to increase 

understanding of major public policy issues...influencing public policy 
through education and advocacy...making democracy work!

Learn more about our 27 Local Leagues and how they help shape 
today’s important issues by visiting the League’s website at 

WWW.lWvtexas.org.
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v o t e r

Photo ID Details & Exceptions
See "WHAT TO TAKE TO THE POLLS" on the front page for a list of accepted photo IDs.  This section provides additional 
information about the photo ID requirements.

• The photo ID needs to be current or have expired no more than 60 days before voting (citizenship and naturalization certificates have no 
expiration date).

• The name on the photo ID should match the voter registration card. If names don’t match, a voter may be accepted if names are 
“substantially similar.” If names match, addresses don't need to match. 
•	 If	the	names	don't	match	exactly,	the	voter	can	be	accepted	if	names	are	substantially	similar;	poll	workers	will	look	at	address,	date	of	birth,	and	

the photo. If names are substantially similar, the voter will initial a box for similar name when signing in to vote. 
•	 To avoid confusion, you can change the name on your voter registration to match that on your photo ID at least 30 days prior to the election.

• Voters with a documented disability from Social Security or Veterans Affairs can apply for a voter registration certificate exempting them 
from the photo ID requirement. 

• Voters without acceptable ID can obtain an Election Identification Certificate (EIC) from Texas DPS at no cost by providing proof of 
citizenship and identity and registering to vote at DPS or showing a voter registration card. Requirements for the EIC can be found at 
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/electionID.htm. There is no charge for the EIC but the necessary documentation may have a 
cost.

• Photo ID is not required to vote by mail.  Voters may apply for a mail ballot if 65 or older, ill or disabled, or absent from their county 
during early voting and on Election Day. Note: Photo ID will be required of first time voters if a driver’s license or Social Security 
number was not included with the voter registration application.

• Voters who do not show an acceptable ID at the polls can vote a provisional ballot and have six days to show the required photo ID.
• Those who lack a photo ID because of a religious objection to being photographed or because of a natural disaster declared by the 

president will be allowed to vote a provisional ballot and complete an affidavit within six days of the election.

Check the League’s website for other helpful information about elections, voting and issues: www.lwvtexas.org.
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