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The VOTER 
Tyler / 

Smith 

County 

For good discussions, mark 

your calendar for the fourth 

Monday of every month in 

the New Year. Add the time 

and the location - 7:00 pm at 

the Genecov Room at the 

Tyler Area Chamber of Com-

merce Building - and join in 

the fun.  

On January 27, we will be 

learning new strategies to get 

people registered to 

vote and to get them 

to the polls in order 

to participate in our 

civic life. Karen Nel-

son and Joanna 

Stanfield, leaders in 

the Smith County 

Elections Administration of-

fice, will lead us through the 

new rules in state law.  

You will have an opportunity 

to become a deputized regis-

trar and plenty of 

chances to sign on 

to help us raise our 

county and our 

state to new heights 

of involvement. En-

gaging more in-

formed voters is the major 

thrust of LWV-TSC this year, 

and there are many ways you 

can help us make democracy 

work better. 

    

League of League of League of League of 

Women Voters Women Voters Women Voters Women Voters 

MissionMissionMissionMission    

The League of 
Women Voters 
is a 
nonpartisan 
organization 
that works to 
promote 
political 
responsibility 
through 
informed 
participation of 
all citizens in 
their 
government. 
The League 
does not 
support or 
oppose any 
political party 
or any 
candidate. It 
publishes 
factual 
information to 
help prepare 
citizens to cast 
informed 
votes.  

The League 
does take 
action on 
selected 
governmental 
issues that 
members have 
studied. 
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National agriculture 

policy is the topic of 

an ongoing na-

tional study and 

Tyler/Smith County 

members will have two sessions 

to discuss it. We'll be looking at 

national programs and also at 

the ways these programs affect 

us in Tyler and Smith County. It's a big topic, and we need 

to understand the issues and the possible changes our 

society needs to make.  

The Agriculture Update will focus narrowly on:  

1) current technology issues in agriculture including 

genetically modified organisms (GMOs), herbicides, 

pesticides, agriculture water pollution, aquifer deple-

tion, antibiotics in livestock, and accurate food label-

ing 

2) current agriculture finance issues, including consoli-

dation in agriculture industries, crop subsidies, and 

the federal agricultural regulatory process.  

In March members will consider questions on govern-

ment policy on topics such as  

• Economic Health of the Agricultural Sector 

• Animal Management 

• Research and Development 

• Food Safety 

• Food Labeling 

LWVUS has a standing position on Agriculture, but the 

many new technological advances and the decades of 

growth of farm conglomerates have made that position 

outdated, if not obsolete. These nationwide member 

discussions will update the LWV stance and allow for lob-

bying that reflects current member opinion. 

If you are passionate about the nation’s food sources and 

want to get a head start reading, consult the articles at 

this link:  

http://lwv.org/search/content/agriculture%20study 

As the national study committee's work progresses, the 

site will be updated with new materials to help members 

understand background and current thinking on issues. 

February Discussions to Focus on U.S. Agriculture Policy 
February 24, 7 pm 

US Agriculture Policy 

���� 

March 24, 7 pm 

Member Consensus 

���� 
Genecov Room  

Tyler Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

110 North Broadway 

You will have 
an 

opportunity to 
become a 
deputized 
registrar  
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President’s Podium Mary Claire Rowe, President 
Happy New Year,Happy New Year,Happy New Year,Happy New Year,    
    League Members:League Members:League Members:League Members:    
What a busy 2013 our League experi-
enced, with a lot of good work being 
done by many! 2014 promises to be even 
more active with election primaries com-
ing up in the spring, and a big election in 

the fall. 

We are planning a Candidate Forum to 
learn about those citizens running for our 
county and state offices. There is going to 
be a large field of candidates, so it will be 
critical for us to inform ourselves and the 
electorate about these people and what 
positions they take on all the issues be-
fore us. It will not be an easy task, and 
your help will be critical in making this 
effort a success. Please call me to volun-

teer. 

 While the Sequester has been in place, 
there have been no Naturalization Cere-
monies. We are hopeful that the situta-
tion will be improved this year, and we 
can once again register new citizens to 

vote. 

Voter registration is more important now 
than ever, and we would love for all our 
members to become certified as a Citizen 
Volunteer Voter Registrar. With the new 
laws in place, that is really the only way 
we can help citizens register to vote. It 
only takes a few minutes to become a 
Registrar. Call Shirley Hightower and 

volunteer. 

Great Decisions, our joint effort with 
AAUW and the Tyler Library, begins 
January 15. These discussions and lec-
tures are lively and full of interesting in-
formation. Please set aside a couple of 
hours each week to join in the process. 

See page 7 of this newsletter for more 

information on time, topics, and speakers.  

I want to thank Scherel Carver for the 
many hours she gives to our League. 
Without her ongoing care and concern in 
all areas of the League, plus hours on the 
computer, we truly could not be the  suc-
cessful organization we are. If you have 
time and some computer skills and would 

like to help, please contact me or Scherel. 

With all these great opportunities to par-
ticipate, it will be a great year for our 
League. Hope to see you soon. 

Mary ClaireMary ClaireMary ClaireMary Claire    
Nominating Committee Seeks Talent for LWV-TSC Board of Directors 2014-2015 

Nominating committee mem-

bers are putting on their 

“talent scout” hats and issuing 

this first call for member sug-

gestions, as we begin to put 

together a proposed slate of can-

didates for election as officers and/or directors 

next year. The proposed 2014 slate will present nominees 

for the following positions:   

Voters Service Vice President  2014-2015 * 

Program Vice President    2014-2016 

Organization Vice President  2014-2016 

Treasurer      2014-2016 

2 Elected Directors    2014-2016  

(positions now held by Downing and Hightower) 
 

* NOTE: Although in 2011  there was no nominee for Voters 

Service VP for the 2-year term 2011-2013, one was ap-

pointed in 2011 to serve through 2013. In 2012 that posi-

tion mistakenly  was placed on the slate for a 2-year term 

and therefore omitted from slate in 2013.  

Therefore in 2014 the candidate for Vot-

ers Service Vice President will be elected 

to complete the remaining year of the 

2013-2015 term, per League bylaws. 

For the League to be successful, it must 

have good leadership. The board is responsible for policy 

making, financial management, member recruitment and 

involvement and community relations. Participating on the 

Board of Directors enables members to provide leadership 

and vision to the LWV-Tyler/Smith Co., and to contribute to 

defining its path forward. Any member of the LWV-Tyler/

Smith Co. may suggest names or offer them-

selves for a turn in League leadership. 

Please contact Nominating Committee Chair 

Toni Ferrell by email at tonief4@gmail.com. 

Other members of the committee are: Carol 

Reynolds, Sue Barham, Scherel Carver, and 

Linda Sharp. 

For the League to For the League to For the League to For the League to 

be successful, it be successful, it be successful, it be successful, it 

must have good must have good must have good must have good 

leadership.leadership.leadership.leadership.     

What do 

board 

members 

do? 
What does a board member do? 

The board is responsible for policy 

making, financial management, 

member recruitment and 

involvement, and community 

relations. Board members attend 

regular monthly board meetings 

about ten times a year. Elected 

members serve two-year terms. 

Nominating committee members 

serve one-year terms. Although they 

serve off-board, they gain valuable 

insight by attending board training 

and some board and committee 

meetings. 
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Kristi C. Roberts, President  

The following members are due this winter 

Member Dues Reminder 

December 
Jamie Womack 
Barbara Holly 
Gilbert & Mary 
Claire Rowe 
Judy Holmes 
Liza Ely 
January 

Karena Love 
Elaine Wells 

Karen Wilkerson 

February 
Andie Rathbone 
Samantha Dwight 
Madeleine Ross 
Betty Tirey 

 

Overdue  
Kara Camp 

Yolanda Prince 
Kristi & Bruce 

Roberts 

Thanks for a prompt response- 
PO Box 6271, Tyler 75711 

Organization News—Linda R. Sharp, Organization VP 

Peggy Downing 

Membership Director 

 

LWV-Tyler 
Diversity  
Policy 

 

The League of 
Women Voters of  

Tyler/Smith 
County, in both its 

values and 
practices, affirms 

its belief and 
commitment to 
diversity and 

pluralism, which 
means that there 

shall be no barriers 
to participation in 
any activity of the 
LWV-Tyler on the 
basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, 

sexual orientation, 
national origin, or 

disability. 
 

The LWV-Tyler/
Smith County 

recognizes that 
diverse 

perspectives are 
important and 
necessary for 

responsible and 
representative 

decision making. 
LWV-Tyler/Smith 
Countysubscribes 
to the belief that 

diversity and 
pluralism are 

fundamental to the 
values it upholds 

and that this 
inclusiveness 
enhances the 
organization's 

ability to respond 
more effectively to 

changing 
conditions and 

needs. 
 

LWV-Tyler/Smith 
County affirms its 

commitment to 
reflecting the 
diversity of 

Americans in its 
board and 
programs. 

 

2014 Member Handbooks are now 

ready and will be available at the 

lunch meetings listed below and at 

monthly discussion meetings 

listed on page  1. 

SEE YOU on Second Tuesdays! 

Are you ready for another year 

of fun? It’s great to share food 

and talk—especially with other 

League members. That’s what the 

Second Tuesdays are about. That’s why we call it 

HAPPY HOUR! 

• January 14, 11:30 am No-Agenda Lunch-Silver 

Lining Antiques Shoppe, Bergfeld Center (old 

Joyner Fry location)  102 E. 5th Street, Tyler . 

RSVP to maryvernau@hotmail.com or 715-

491-7561 to ensure an accurate count for the 

restaurant.  A menu from Silver Linings will be 

emailed closer to the date.  

• February  11, 6 pm Hot Topic 

at a Hot Spot—Tentative  

Topic:  TBA—Cheng’s China 

Bistro, 3300 Troup Hwy.     

RSVP to kribru@aol.com 

• March 5, 6 pm Hot Topic at a Hot Spot-Topic  

TBA—Cheng’s China Bistro, 3300 Troup Hwy. 

RSVP to linda15262000@yahoo.com 

• April 8, 11:30 am No-Agenda Lunch—Location 

TBA RSVP to peggydowning@live.com 

SEE YOU THERE!  

Linda Sharp 

Organization VP 

Annah Periera Wright was 

appointed by the board in 

December to serve the re-

mainder of FY2014. Annah 

has lived in Tyler since 1978 

and is retired. She has a de-

gree in bilingual education 

from SMU and a BS in Busi-

ness from UT Tyler. Annah worked for ET Medical 

Center before teaching at Tyler ISD. She and hus-

band John enjoy travel and last year visited their 

son in Germany. Annah also is a member of 

AAUW and is especially interested in the League’s 

involvement in the Great Decisions foreign policy 

discussion series and serves on that steering com-

mittee. She looks forward to becoming involved 

in other League projects and activities as well. 

2014 

Call to Convention 2014 
LWV-TX Convention 2014 to be in Austin, April 25-27 

Make plans now to attend for an exciting lineup of 

speakers, events, workshops, and networking with other 

Leagues! 

Every two years in April of even-numbered years, LWV-

Texas convenes a state convention to which delegates and 

members from the 25 Leagues—plus all Members-At-

Large—are invited. The 2014 Convention will be held in Aus-

tin at The DoubleTree by Hilton at 6505 Interstate Highway-

35 North. 

Speakers will be:  

• LWVUS President Elisabeth MacNamara  

• Oveta Culp Hobby & the Hon. Bill Hobby 

Annah Wright Appointed to LWV-TSC Board 
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Community Appeal Our League fund-raising letter 
went out this week to 179 non-members in the commu-
nity. We are hopeful for a productive and generous re-
sponse. If you know of someone in our community who 
would help support our work, please email Mary Claire 
the name and address. We do need to expand our contri-
bution base. 

Event Planning The Fund Raising Committee is 
busy planning a fun event for next year. If any member 
would like to serve on this committee, please let me 
know. We would welcome your contribution of time and 
energy. 

Thanks to Our Members  Our request for funds 
from members brought $776 for LWV-TSC and $600 
for LWV-TEF. The members of the Board and I want to 
thank you all for your generous support. We could not 
function without your financial as well as personal help. 
And it’s never too late to give. 

Thanks to Scherel Carver for the hours of work 
producing the list, letters, and envelopes and to Mary 
Claire and Gilbert Rowe for prepping the mailing to 
carry out our League fund raising efforts.   

Thanks, members, for all you do.Thanks, members, for all you do.Thanks, members, for all you do.Thanks, members, for all you do.    

Report From Fund Raising Committee 

        Community Relations News Yolanda Prince, Community Relations VP 

Yolanda 

Prince 

Community  

Relations VP 

Jamal Mohar, owner of the 

Taxi Cab Company of Tyler, 

has agreed to provide trans-

portation to the DPS office 

to secure state- approved 

photo IDs, to register, and 

to the polls to vote. 

This service is offered to 

people who do not have 

personal transportation to 

these facilities.  

This service revives a 

tradition of the 

League from the 

1950s, when the taxi 

company of that pe-

riod offered a similar 

service for voting and 

paying poll tax. 

Mohar says he is 

happy to provide this service free of charge. 

Taxi Cab Company of Tyler Offers Voters Free Rides 

 
 

Check out the 
LWV-TSC web-

site for details on 
upcoming events, 

publications to 
download, and links to 

related websites, such as the 
Texas Secretary of State and the 
state and national LWV.  
You can request a speaker for 
your organization, subscribe to 
the League’s newsletter, make a 
donation, or join the League of 
Women Voters of Tyler/Smith 
County. 

League mem-
bers are invited 
to participate in 
the event  Re-

storing Unity in 

the Community—Hearing the Voices 

of Our Future. Guest speakers will 
discuss topics such as Gang Violence, 
Voter Suppression, Voter ID laws, and 
Stand Your Ground Laws.  

Unity is defined as the state of  becoming a unit. This will be a great op-
portunity for all organizations and persons to stand as a united front so that 
youth today can see their future in a positive light. 

Felonda Prince asks you to step up and join her and several other organiza-
tions to participate in this history-making event. Others invited to partici-
pate in this event to address these and other issues are community groups, 
law enforcement entities, school officials, and political groups.  

This event will be held at New Life Community Church on February 1, 

2014 at 10:00 AM-1:00 PM. Please save this date on your calendar. Each 
organization will have one representative participate in the lighting of the 
Unity Candle. Each organization is welcomed to wear organization ap-
parel, such as t-shirts, jackets, etc.  

Contact Person: Felonda Prince, (903) 253-7963 

Restoring Unity in the Community:  
Hearing the Voices of Our Future 

Saturday  

February 1 

10 am—1 pm 
New Life Community 

Church 
1201 N. Northwest Loop 

323, Tyler 

LWVLWVLWVLWV----Tyler/Smith Tyler/Smith Tyler/Smith Tyler/Smith 

County Nonparti-County Nonparti-County Nonparti-County Nonparti-

san Policysan Policysan Policysan Policy    
Members of the LWV-

TSC board shall adhere 

carefully to the nonparti-

san political policy of the 

League of Women Voters 

of the United States 

(LWVUS). Specific proce-

dures to implement this 

policy include:  

The President, the 

Program VP, the Voters 

Service VP, voter registra-

tion coordinator, Voters 
Guide coordinator, the 
debates coordinator, and 

others the public strongly 

identifies with the LWV-

TSC shall avoid political 

activities that may give 

the appearance of parti-

sanship. Specifically per-

sons holding these League 

positions shall not engage 

in any of the following 

activities during her/his 

tenure in that position: 

• Running for political 

office; 

• Holding a position as 

an elected official; 

• Publicly supporting or 

working for election of 

a candidate for public 

office. 

Other board members 

are encouraged to partici-

pate in political activities 

but must first consult the 

board if they are in doubt 

as to whether their activi-

ties could compromise 

the League's nonpartisan-

ship.  

The LWV-TSC Nomi-

nating Committee shall 

explain the League's non-

partisan political policy to 

prospective board nomi-

nees. The LWV-TSC board 

shall explain the nonparti-

san political policy to 

prospective off-board 

appointees. 

 No person shall be 

required or requested to 

resign from membership 

in the League as a result 

of political activity. 
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Voters Service News Shirley Hightower, Voters Registration Coordinator 
Voter Registration Set for College Campuses 

Naturalization Ceremonies 

Temporarily on  Hold 

 

Voting Calendar 

for March 4, 2014  

Primary Election 
 

January 4—First Day to Apply for Ballot 

by Mail 

February 3—Last Day to Register to 

Vote in March 4 Primary 

Feb. 18—28—Early Voting 

Feb. 24—Last Day Ballot by Mail May 

Be Received. 

March 4—Election Day 

May 27—Primary Run-off Election 

Tyler Junior College Student Activities Day at TJC is sched-

uled for Wed., Jan. 22, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

in Rogers Student Center. This is always 

a great way to register young voters 

and showcase the LWV and its non-

partisan mission. The only drawback is 

that this date conflicts with the second 

session of Great Decisions, also a 

worthwhile League activity. If any member not attending 

Great Decisions is willing to assist at 

TJC, please contact Shirley Hightower.  

 

UT Tyler The Volunteer Fair at UT Tyler is 

another opportunity 

to encourage students 

to become registered 

voters. This event is 

set for Friday, Feb. 14, 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m. in the 

Student  Center. Both 

TJC and UT make it easy for us to participate by providing 

students to set up tables and chairs for us. We simply bring 

League information, registration cards and our enthusiasm 

for making our voices heard through voting.  

The Tyler VOTER 

Shirley Hightower 

Voter Registration 

Coordinator 

Voter Registration at Community Event 

Look for the Voters Guide on state-

wide primary candi-

dates in February.  
The LWV-Texas Education 

Fund Voters Guide to all 

statewide candidates ap-

pearing on the March 4 

ballot should be available 

the week of  February 10 

before early voting begins. 

Copies in both English and Spanish  also will 

be available at area libraries, retail spots, 

and at the county Elections Office.  

Watch the Tyler newspaper for  possi-

ble publication of the Voters Guide. 

Wednesday 

January 22 

10 am—2pm 
Rogers Student 

Center, TJC 

Friday 

February 14 

11 am—1pm 
Student Center 

UT Tyler 

Delta Sigma Theta, a local 

sorority, has requested the 

League to register voters on 

Saturday, February 1, 10 am 

to 1 pm at a special event 

called  Restoring Unity in the 

Community, held at New Life Community Church, 

1201 NNW Loop 323 in Tyler.  

Contact Shirley Hightower to participate: eshightower@suddenlink.net 

or 903-561-7450 

Thanks to League member Yolanda Prince for arranging this voter regis-

tration opportunity. 

Saturday 

February 1 

10 am—1 pm 
New Life Commu-

nity Church 

1201 NNW Loop 

323, Tyler 

As of publication dead-

line for this issue of the 

VOTER, no naturalization ceremony 

is on the calendar.  

During 2013, only four ceremonies 

were held, a decrease from 2012 

due to the sequester cuts. When the 

court notifies Hightower that a cere-

mony is coming up, volunteers will 

be needed.   

Please find a few hours in your 

schedule to assist these enthusiastic 

new citizens to become registered 

voters.  You will find this inspiring. 

Your Elected Officials 

Brochure 
 The latest up-to-date edi-

tion of Your Elected Officials, 

including officials elected in the 

May, 2013 election, is now 

available. You also can 

download a copy at lwvtyler.org 

This issue is researched and 

compiled by the staff of the 

Tyler Public 

Library, in coop-

eration with the 

League. Thanks 

to them for the 

help! 

Please notify Shirley Hightower if you can assist on any of these dates. 

Email: eshightower@suddenlink.net 

903-561-7450 
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Ready to join other League members in organiz-
ing a campaign to call for more support 
for public libraries.? If you are inter-
ested in this advocacy project, you 
can make a real difference. 

You will get special training in 
successful advocacy strategies and 
methods.  

To help, contact Mary Vernau at 903-266-9454 

maryvernau@yahoo.com 

Interested in Libraries?  

Program News Dee Brock, Program VP  

Dee Brock 

Program VP 

OBSERVER CORPS OPPORTUNITY  
As a Leaguer, you want to know what's going 

on in your community and county. But keeping up 

with all of the civic entities is really hard. If LWV-

TSC can assemble a good Observer Corps, how-

ever, we can all share that burden.  

Here's how it works. As an Observer 

Corps member, you would sign up for one or more of the local 

boards or councils—such as the Tyler City Council or the Smith 

County Commissioners Court—and agree to cover their public 

meetings in person or electronically and to inform the LWV-TSC 

board if anything controversial or really pertinent to League 

interests, principles, or positions comes up during any session. 

You do not have to write a report of each meeting.  

You need to communicate with the League board only if 

there is a something of great interest to our organization—

perhaps an opportunity for partnering or maybe a new regula-

tion that needs to be reconsidered or supported or opposed. 

Take a friend along and enjoy seeing the people who are mak-

ing the rules about programs you care about in action. Help us 

all give more and get more from our civic lives. 

Contact Dee Brock at  deebrock@faqspress.com  or 

903 566-6655 

The LWV-TSC board unanimously approved recommending  

a new statewide study about civic education, proposed by the 

local membership at the Keep the Grassroots Green meeting last 

fall.   

Here's the new study proposal that the LWV-Texas board 

will take under consideration before the biennial convention in 

April: 

Focus or Name of Study 

Civic education in publicly-supported educational institutions 

 Scope of Study  

Investigate whether publicly-supported middle schools, high 

schools, and colleges/universities are fulfilling Texas' needs for 

educating young people about government processes at all lev-

els and about ways young people can participate in civic life. 

If the LWV-Texas board recommends this study, it will be on 

the agenda for discussion at the biennial convention April 25-26, 

2014, in Austin. If the board does not recommend this study to 

the membership, our League still can try to persuade other Texas 

Leagues before and/or during the convention. 

Supporting this study is another good reason to attend the 

LWV-Texas convention in Austin this year. Please let Dee Brock 

know if you would like to lobby for adopting this study by phone, 

email, and/or in person at the convention.  

Program Planning Meeting and Tyler 

Board Suggest State Study 

 

The League is wholeheartedly 

political and works to influence 

policy through advocacy. The 

League takes a stand on many 

political issues after studying 

them and coming to a consensus 

on a position. The League works 

to increase understanding of 

major public policy issues, and to 

influence public policy through 

education and advocacy, as well 

as through political lobbying. 

WHAT IS CONSENSUS? 
 

As members prepare to take consensus on the current-
national study and update of U. S. Agricultural Policy, it 
may be helpful to define what Consensus means in the 
League. 

Webster defines consensus as "agreement on matters of 
opinion." For the League of Women Voters, however, con-
sensus has a far broader meaning. In League parlance, it 
means agreement among a substantial number of a  repre-

sentative group of members (not just a simple majority) 

reached after sustained study and group discussion. Con-
sensus is a prerequisite to the League's taking any action on  
national, state, or local government issues. 

Consensus also determines what action, if any, is to be 
taken on the item under consideration. No action is taken 
where there is a lack of agreement, and although this may 
at times be a disappointment to some members, it is essen-
tial that when a League position is announced, it means 
that members not only are informed, but are in basic agree-
ment. 
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January 15—U.S. trade policy  

Dr. Madeleine Ross America’s foreign policy 
tools are not limited to sanctions, treaties or 
military campaigns—they also include the sales 
pitch. The logic behind this pitch, or “economic 
statecraft,” is simple: promote the benefits of 
democracy and the free market. In so doing, the 
U.S. will gain valuable and stable partners, both 
in business and in diplomacy. Now, as China 

and other emerging nations battle the U.S. for global influence, 
Secretary Kerry will take the reigns as a free market match-

maker.  

January 22—China’s Foreign Policy  

Gen. John Furlow China has gone to great 
lengths to emphasize the “peaceful” nature of 
its meteoric rise. Yet few dispute that China 
is the dominant regional power in Asia—and 
in recent years Beijing began to flex its mus-
cles regionally in order to advance its strate-
gic interests. What does the rapid rise of this 
new superpower mean for other countries in 

the region, and are there potential points of conflict with the 

U.S. as it “pivots” to Asia? 

January 29—Israel and the U.S.  

Rabbi Neal Katz  Modern Israel’s struggles 
with the Palestinians have turned what was 
meant as a safe haven for Jews into the center 
of a decades-long conflict. The U.S. has 
stepped in as Israel’s ally due to the two 
countries’ shared values, providing years of 
unparalleled military and diplomatic support. 
But now those ties are being tested. The Arab 
Spring, Iran’s nuclear ambitions, failed peace 
talks, and Israel’s own decision to give Wash-

ington the cold shoulder have put new strains on the 65-year-old 

“special relationship.” 

February 5—Islamic Awakening  

Mohammed Elibiary The aftermath of 
the Arab Spring has resulted in unforeseen 
changes in the political landscape in many 
countries, especially regarding the role of 
Islam and democracy. How have the coun-
tries in the Maghreb reacted, including 
Tunisia, where the Arab Spring began? Is 
U.S. foreign policy adapting successfully 
to all of the changes in the region? 
   

February 12—Defense Technology  

Col. Robert Spivey From 
robotic planes to cyber-
weapons to 3D printing 
and human enhancement, new “game-
changing” technologies are moving from 
science fiction to battlefield reality – all 
during an age of fiscal austerity. But in 
wrestling with the new, we can actually 
learn a great deal from the past. Our fore-

bears went through similar challenges with such once fanciful 
but now normal concepts as airplanes, submarines, and tanks. 
What are the “killer applications” of the 21st century battlefield, 
and in turn, what are the issues that the U.S. must navigate in 

adapting to them? 

February 26—Food and Climate  
Dr. Robert Sterken Even as a sixth of the 
world’s population suffers from chronic hun-
ger, a changing climate threatens to wreak 
havoc on already insecure and vulnerable 
populations. As food and water become 
scarce and once fertile land becomes barren, 
the U.S. finds itself faced with new chal-
lenges in securing the globe. The U.S. is getting ready, but can 
it lead the way to climate reform? 
 
 

February 19—Energy Independence  
Dr. James Nelson & Dr Martin Slann  Energy 

independence, by taking the 
bargaining chip of oil depend-
ence off the table, would be 
good for American foreign 
policy. But the very techno-
logical advances that make 
independence possible have 
created a dilemma for lawmak-

ers. In a government with fixed resources, should the U.S. en-
courage more traditional fuel production or invest in the young 
technology of renewable resources? 
 

March 5—Turkey’s Challenges  
Dr. Meryam Saygill Turkey: a nation at a 
crossroads, a bridge over an ever-growing 
chasm between the East and West. Turkey’s 
first Prime Minister Kemal Ataturk envisioned a 
modern, democratic nation-state built on the 
ashes of the Ottoman Empire with strong ties to 
Europe, not the Middle East. But as the clashes 
between secular and religious groups and the 
recent protests in Taksim Square show, the soul 

of Turkey is still very much up for grabs. 

The Tyler VOTER 

Great Decisions 2014—Scheduled Speakers & Topics 

Want to talk more? Join the speaker for 
lunch for further discussion on the topic of the 
day. Just sign up the day of the session. 

The Great Decisions series, a project of the Foreign 

Policy Association, is sponsored locally by the 

League of Women Voters, AAUW Tyler, and Tyler 

Public Library. 

Briefing books are 
available at the 

Tyler library check
-out desk  for $20. 
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2014 LWV-TSC  
Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Members are welcome to attend meetings of 
the LWV Board of Directors,  

first Tuesdays, 5:30 pm at Roberts & 
Roberts, 118 West 4th Street 

January 14, 11:30 am— No Agenda Lunch 

Silver Lining Antiques, Bergfeld Center 
 

Wednesdays, January 15—March 5, 12 noon 

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Series 

Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 
 

January 22—Voter Registration—TJC  
 

January 27 

Boosting the Vote: Voting Laws & Procedures 

Genecov Room, 110 North Broadway 
 

February 1—Unity Event 

Voter Registration—New Life Church 
 

February 11, 6 pm 

Hot Topics at a Hot Spot—Topic TBA 

Cheng’s China Bistro—3300 Troup Highway 
 

February 14—Voter Registration—UT Tyler 
 

February 17, 7 pm—Candidate Frum TBA 
 

February 24, 7 pm—US Agriculture Policy 

March 24, 7 pm—Agriculture—Member Consensus 

Genecov Room, 110 North Broadway 
 

March 4—Primary Election 
 

March 5, 6 pm 

Hot Topics at a Hot Spot—Topic TBA 

Cheng’s China Bistro—3300 Troup Highway  
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$25 StudentStudentStudentStudent    

The League of Women Voters is 

where hands-on work to safeguard 

democracy leads to civic improve-

ment. Join LWV, where leaders are 

actively engaged in effecting change 

at the local, state, and national lev-

els.  

To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:    

 

LWV-TSC Annual 

Meeting May 17 

Cheng’s China Bistro 

Save the Dates 

Forum for Local 

Candidates—Tyler City 

Council & TISD Trustees 

April 21 

LWV-Texas Convention 

April 25-27 

Local Elections 

May 10 

Transportation & 

Mobility in Smith County 

April 28 

Watch the lwvtyler.org web-

site for more news about up-

coming discussion meetings. 


