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League of League of League of League of 

Women Women Women Women 

Voters Voters Voters Voters 

MissionMissionMissionMission    

The League 
of Women 
Voters is a 
nonpartisan 
organization 
that works to 
promote 
political 
responsibility 
through 
informed 
participation 
of all citizens 
in their 
government. 
The League 
does not 
support or 
oppose any 
political party 
or any 
candidate. It 
publishes 
factual 
information 
to help 
prepare 
citizens to 
cast informed 
votes.  

The League 
does take 
action on 
selected 
governmental 
issues that 
members 
have studied. 

January-

February 2018 

Forums to Feature Contested Primary Races—Mary Lu French, Voters Service VP 

Thanks to special funding from LWV-

Texas Education Fund, the online voters’ 

guide VOTE411 will be available to area 

voters for the 2018 Primary Election.  

By entering one’s home address on 

VOTE411.org, voters can compare candi-

date responses to League questions and 

much more!  They can find their polling 

places and build a ballot, seeing the races 

and comparing candidates' positions side-

by-side. You can print out a "ballot," indi-

cating your preferences as a reminder, and 

take it with you to the polls on Election 

Day.  

LWV-Texas also has approved LWV-

Tyler/Smith County to include races from 

other local area counties as well and post 

any responses from their candidates. 

Since 2006, VOTE411.org has served 

tens of millions of voters. The League’s 

reputation as a trusted source of objective 

and nonpartisan election information 

stands behind this helpful website. 

A limited number of print 

copies in both English and Span-

ish of the LWV-Texas Education 

Fund Voters Guide will be avail-

able in February, before early 

voting begins.  

It will include responses 

from all candidates on the pri-

mary ballot statewide: 

US Senate, Texas Governor 

and Lt. Governor, Attorney Gen-

eral,  Comptroller of Public Ac-

counts, Land Commissioner, Agri-

culture Commissioner, Railroad 

Commissioners, 3 Supreme Court 

Justices,  3 Court of Criminal Ap-

peals Judges,  Justices of the 

Court of Appeals. 

A digital version of the 

Voter’s Guide in both English  

and Spanish will be accessible at 

lwvtyler.orgt publishing our Vot-

Voters Guide to be 

Available in February 

Feb. 5—Last Day to 

Register to Vote 

February 20-March 

2—Early Voting 

Feb. 23—Last Day 

to Apply for Bal-

lot by Mail 

Mar. 6—Last Day 

Ballot by Mail 

May Be Received 

(not postmarked) 

March 6—Election 

Day 

Monday, February 19—Invited candidates: 
 

Judge of the 321st District Court 

James Andrew Carter, Republican 

Robert Wilson, Republican 
 

Smith Co. District Clerk 

Dawn Colclasure, Republican 

Penny Clarkston, Republican 

Theresa (Terry) Morrow, Republican 
 

Smith County Criminal District Attorney  

Alicia Cashell Barkley, Republican 

Jacob Putman , Republican 
 

County Commissioner Pct. 4 

Donald Ray Sanders, Democrat 

Joann Hampton, Democrat 
 

Justice of the Peace Precinct 5 

Darin Grissom, Republican 

John Wayne Johnson , Republican 

Danny Brown, Republican 

Paul Simmons, Republican 

All local candidates running op-

posed in the March 6 primary 

election have been invited to 

participate in one of two forums 

where they will meet voters and 

respond to questions from a 

panel and from the audience. 

Early voting in the election runs February 20—

March 2. 
 

Monday, February 12—Invited candidates: 
 

U.S. House of  Representatives, Dist 1 

Democrat 

Brent Beal 

Shirley  McKellar 
 

Republican 

Anthony Culler 

Louie Gohmert 

Roshin Rowjee 
 

 Texas House District 6 

Matt Schaefer, Republican 

Ted Kamel, Republican 

February 12 & 

February 19 

6 pm 
Tyler Public 

Library 

Auditorium 

201 South 

College 



2 

The Tyler VOTER 

                            President’s Podium: Busy Election Season for Our League 
Greetings Leaguers,Greetings Leaguers,Greetings Leaguers,Greetings Leaguers,    

Welcome to 2018! We are looking forward to con-

tinued enhancement of the Tyler/Smith County League 

activities. 2017 was a good year for this League. In part, 

we continued our participation in the US Naturalization 

Ceremonies, held a very unique forum featuring 

high school students who debated the proposed 

constitutional amendments, had a wonderful oppor-

tunity to honor Judge Carole Clark during our annual 

Women’s Equality Day Celebration, applied for and 

received two grants from LWV-Texas, partnered 

with a local company to offer “branded merchan-

dise” as a fund raiser, and enrolled lots of new vot-

ers. 

You will see as you read this newsletter that 

much is scheduled to occur this coming year. Our 

partnership with the Tyler Library and AAUW provides 

the Great Decisions lecture series that begins January 10 

and runs through February 28. Congratulations to new 

member Debbie Taylor for pulling together such an out-

standing group of speakers.  

In February we will have two important Candidate 

Forums for the critical March Primary Election. Adding a 

new twist for this election, we received a $500 grant 

from LWV- Texas to put up two billboards in Tyler! We 

are hoping lots of eyes will view our name, logo, mes-

sage, and additional people may actually get out to vote! 

But, as with other years, we continue to face some 

challenges. As always, we never have 

enough funding. We did develop and en-

hance some important partnerships with 

the Literacy Council and SALT. Both made 

funding available for our Voter’s Guide on 

amendments. We continue to work to-

ward a short story writing  contest as fund-

raiser, but technical issues have made it diffi-

cult to successfully implement. And there 

have been other projects that sound won-

derful but for which there are just not 

enough time or people available to make 

them happen. 

Two things this League needs for 2018 – 

your help and your dollars. Due to varied 

circumstances, we have some board vacan-

cies. It would be wonderful to fill those board seats with 

energized members who bring new and unique perspec-

tives. We also need people to assist at some of our pro-

grams and voter registration opportunities.  

Your dollars are important to help us “keep the 

doors open” with funding for the type of daily opera-

tional activities corporations and foundations will not 

finance. 

Please think about your participation in 2018. 

We know it will be an energetic, exciting, and positive 

year.  Marilyn Wills Marilyn Wills Marilyn Wills Marilyn Wills         

LWV-Tyler 
Diversity  
Policy 
 
The League of 

Women Voters of  
Tyler/Smith 

County, in both its 
values and 
practices, affirms 
its belief and 
commitment to 
diversity and 
pluralism, which 
means that there 
shall be no barriers 
to participation in 
any activity of the 
LWV-Tyler on the 
basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, 
national origin, or 
disability. 

 

The LWV-Tyler/
Smith County 
recognizes that 
diverse 
perspectives are 
important and 
necessary for 
responsible and 
representative 
decision making. 
LWV-Tyler/Smith 
County subscribes 
to the belief that 
diversity and 
pluralism are 
fundamental to the 
values it upholds 
and that this 
inclusiveness 
enhances the 
organization's 
ability to respond 
more effectively to 
changing 
conditions and 
needs. 

 

LWV-Tyler/Smith 
County affirms its 
commitment to 
reflecting the 
diversity of 
Americans in its 
board and 
programs. 

As the time nears for our 

May Annual Meeting, we think 

about electing several local 

League leaders for the coming 

biennium.  

The Nominating Committee 

is charged with finding a few 

good women (or men) to serve 

in the following positions  

Two-year terms (June 2018-May 

2020):  

• Program Vice President  

• Voters Service Vice President 

• Organization Vice President 

• Treasurer 

• Two Directors  

One year terms (June 2018-May 

2019): 

• Two Directors (to complete an 

unexpired terms) 

In addition, one-year terms 

must be filled for Nominating 

Committee Chair and two mem-

bers. 

No other organization in our 

community provides the services 

that the League of Women Vot-

ers does. Leadership is not a 

heavy burden, but it is important 

to the future of our League. If 

you are willing to serve or know 

a member who is waiting to be 

asked to help, please contact 

nominating committee chair Sue 

Barham at  

soonersue@sbcglobal.net or 

903-561-6606 (h) 530-7086 [c) 

 Other members of the 

nominating committee are  Toni 

Ferrell, Karen Wilkerson, 

Scherel Carver, and Marjorie 

Wallé. 

LWSV-TSC Nominating Committee Seeks Leaders 

Plan to Plan to Plan to Plan to 

spend some spend some spend some spend some 

time with us time with us time with us time with us 

this year this year this year this year 

getting more getting more getting more getting more 

people people people people 

civically civically civically civically 

engaged!engaged!engaged!engaged!    

Marilyn Wills to Serve as 
LWV-Texas Budget Chair 
The LWV-Texas Board has ap-

pointed LWV-TSC President Marilyn 

Wills as budget chair to compile 

the budgets to be adopted by dele-

gates at the state convention in 

April. Working with a committee of 

four, she presents the proposed 

budget for board approval at their 

January meeting. 



3 

  The Tyler VOTER 

Organization & Membership —Karena Love VP      . 

Member Dues Reminder—Winter 2018 

January 

Karena Love 

Karen Wilkerson & Jolie 

Smith 

Mary Lu French 
 

February 

Andie Rathbone 

Marjorie Wallé 
 

 

Overdue 

Chester Vaughn 

Diana McBurnett 

Kate Kombos 

Joseph and Louise Ornelas 
Inactivated 

Sunshine Knowles 
Samantha Jewell 

David & Akemi Henderson 
Mary Decker Kara Camp 

Mail to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711 

This year’s annual LWV Holiday Party at the 

home of Sue and Steve Lander had more 

than 40 people in attendance. What a great 

way to end the year with friends and food.  

Thank you, Sue and Steve, for 

hosting us in your beautiful 

home!  
Thanks for your 
prompt response! 

To join or renew by debit or credit card online, go 

to http://www.lwvtyler.org/to-join-the-league 

LWV Holiday Party Fun for All 

Meet New Members Katy and Chance Cline, Morgan Leever, Debbie Taylor 

Chance and Katy Cline moved to 

Tyler in 2005 when Chance started 

working at the Texas Department of 

Public Safety. In 

2008, Tyler became 

their adopted home-

town when their son 

Dashiell was born 

here.  

Chance currently works as a section su-

pervisor in the regional crime lab and 

enjoys spending time with his family, 

sketching/drawing, and playing with the 

two family dogs, Gus and Lilly.  

Katy started working at UT Tyler in 

2006 in Student Affairs and loves sup-

porting students and the University’s 

growth! She is an alumni of Leadership 

Tyler Class 27 and currently serves on the Community Advisory 

Board for KERA, the NPR and PBS affiliate for North Texas.  

The family actively supports the Discovery Science Place, 

Leadership Tyler, and KERA and has been lucky to get to bring 

Dashiell with them since his birth to vote in every election at 

their local polling place at Bell Elementary! 

Katy says, “Our family is excited to be a part 

of the League and can’t wait to support the ef-

forts!” 
 

Morgan Leever moved here from Mans-

field and joined LWV in November. Currently 

studying at UT Tyler for a Master’s in Public Ad-

ministration, she plans to pursue a career in pol-

icy research and in the public service sphere. 

She is looking for a way to get more involved in 

the community and is very passionate about 

voting and voters rights. She says, “I’m looking 

forward to being involved with the League and volunteering my 

time as needed. Would love to hear what you guys may need.” 
 

Debbie Taylor joined the League in December. She has a 

doctorate in Educational Leadership from 

Stephen F. Austin University. She is a member 

of AAUW-Tyler and chairs this year’s Great De-

cisions steering committee. Debbie recently 

retired as Director of Federal Programs at Re-

gion 7 Education Service Center after 31 years 

working in public education. Married 35 years 

to Kenneth Taylor, she has one daughter Ash-

ley, the joy of their lives. They enjoy spending 

time with their several pets. Taylor is interested in current is-

sues and hopes to serve the League in areas of public policy. 

Our family is Our family is Our family is Our family is 

excited to be a excited to be a excited to be a excited to be a 

part of the part of the part of the part of the 

League and League and League and League and 

can’t wait to can’t wait to can’t wait to can’t wait to 

support the support the support the support the 

efforts!”efforts!”efforts!”efforts!”    

Add these names and addresses of new 

members to your member handbook: 

Taylor, Debbie (1218) 

3114 Sunnybrook Tyler 75701 

daldebtaylor@suddenlink.net 

903 787 8328 521 2148 cell 

Cline, Kathryn & Chance (0918) 

2005 Clubview Dr Tyler 75701 

903-593-8292 903.566.7018 (w) 

katy.cline@sbcglobal.net 

Leever, Morgan (1118) 

5624 Westminster Dr Tyler 75701 

682-704-0399 

mleever@uttyler.edu  

morganleever@yahoo.com 

Send check to: 
P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271    

Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711    

$70 IndividualIndividualIndividualIndividual    

$105 Two in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same Household    

$25 StudentStudentStudentStudent    

The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to 
safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join LWV, 
where leaders are actively engaged in effecting change at the 

local, state, and national levels.  

To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:    
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January 10 The Waning of Pax Americana? - 

Mrs. Rebecca Jackson McElyea, UT Tyler Model 

UN Director and Political Sci-

ence Lecturer  During the first months of Don-

ald Trump’s presidency, the U.S. began a his-

toric shift away from Pax Americana, the lib-

eral international order that was established in the wake of 

World War II. Since 1945, Pax Americana has promised peace-

ful international relations and an open economy, buttressed 

by U.S. military power. In championing “America First” isola-

tionism and protectionism, President Trump has shifted the 

political mood toward selective U.S. engagement, where for-

eign commitments are limited to areas of vital U.S. interest 

and economic nationalism is the order of the day. Geopolitical 

allies and challengers alike are paying close attention.  
 

January 17 Turkey:  A Partner in Crisis - Dr. Manouchehr Khos-

rowhahi, Tyler Junior College    Of all NATO 

allies, Turkey represents the most daunting 

challenge for the Trump administration. In the 

wake of a failed military coup in July 2016, the 

autocratic trend in Ankara took a turn for the 

worse. One year on, an overwhelming major-

ity of the population considers the United 

States to be their country’s greatest security 

threat. In this age of a worsening “clash of civilizations” be-

tween Islam and the West, even more important than its place 

on the map is what Turkey symbolically represents as the most 

institutionally Westernized Muslim country in the world. 
 

January 24 South Africa's Fragile Democracy---Amentahru 

Wahlrab The African National Congress (ANC) party has gov-

erned South Africa since the end of apart-

heid in 1994. But the party today suffers 

from popular frustration over official cor-

ruption and economic stagnation. It faces 

growing threats from both left and right 

opposition parties, even as intraparty divi-

sions surface. Given America’s history of opportunistic engage-

ment with Africa, there are few prospects for a closer relation-

ship between the two countries. Meanwhile, a weaker ANC 

could lead to political fragmentation in this relatively new de-

mocracy.  

January 31—Media and Foreign Policy - Dr. Amentahru Wahl-

rab, UT Tyler State and non-state actors today must maneuver a 

complex and rapidly evolving media land-

scape. Conventional journalism now competes 

with user-generated content. Official channels 

of communication can be circumvented 

through social media. Foreign policy is 

tweeted from the White House and “fake 

news” has entered the zeitgeist. Cyberwarfare, 

hacking and misinformation pose complex security threats. 

How are actors using media to pursue and defend their interests 

in the international arena? What are the implications for U.S. 

policy? 

 

February 7 Russia's Foreign Policy- Dr. Marcus 

Stadelmann, UT Tyler Under President Vladimir 

Putin, Russia is projecting an autocratic model of 

governance abroad and working to undermine 

the influence of liberal democracies, namely 

along Russia’s historical borderlands. Russia 

caused an international uproar in 2016, when it 

interfered in the U.S. presidential contest. But 

Putin’s foreign policy toolkit includes other instruments, from 

alliances with autocrats to proxy wars with the U.S. in Georgia, 

Ukraine and Syria. How does Putin conceive of national interests, 

and why do Russian citizens support him? How should the United 

States respond to Putin’s foreign policy ambitions? 
 

February 14—U.S. Global Engagement and the 

Military - Dr. Martin Slann, UT Tyler The global 

power balance is rapidly evolving, leaving the 

United States at a turning point with respect to its 

level of engagement and the role of its military. 

Some argue for an “America First” paradigm, with 

a large military to ensure security, while others 

call for a more assertive posture overseas. Some 

advocate for a restoration of American multilateral leadership and 

a strengthened role for diplomacy. Still others envision a re-

strained U.S. role, involving a more limited military. How does the 

military function in today’s international order, and how might it 

be balanced with diplomatic and foreign assistance capabilities?  

February 21— Global Health: Progress and Challenges - Dr. Yordi 

Tiruneh, UT Health Northeast The collective action 

of countries,  communities, and organizations over 

the last 30 years has literally saved millions of lives 

around the world. Yet terrible inequalities in health 

and well being persist. The world now faces a mix 

of old and new health challenges, including the 

preventable deaths of mothers and children, con-

tinuing epidemics of infectious diseases, and rising 

rates of chronic disease. We also remain vulnerable to the emer-

gence of new and deadly pandemics. For these reasons, the next 

several decades will be just as important—if not more so—than 

the last in determining well being across nations.  

February 28—China and America: The New Geopolitical  Equation - 

Dr. Robert Sterken, UT Tyler  In the last 15 years, 

China has implemented a wide-ranging strategy of 

economic outreach and expansion of all its na-

tional capacities, including military and diplomatic 

capacities. Where the United States has taken a 

step back from multi-lateral trade agreements and 

discarded the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), 

China has made inroads through efforts like the Belt and Road 

Initiative and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 

What are Beijing’s geopolitical objectives? What leadership and 

political conditions in each society underlie growing Sino-

American tensions?  What policies might Washington adopt to 

address this circumstance?  

2018 Great Decisions Foreign Policy Series Starts Jan. 10 

Briefing books are available 

at the Tyler library informa-

tion desk  for $22. 

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Discussions are sponsored by LWV-Tyler, AAUW-Tyler, and the Tyler Public Library 
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 Public Policy & Program News—Andie Rathbone, Program VP 

Keep the Grass Roots Green 
State Program Planning Set for January 16 

LWV-TSC members will meet at the 

Lighthouse for the Blind on Monday, 

January 16 for State Program Planning. 

The term Program refers to selected gov-

ernmental policy issues chosen by the 

membership at local, state, and national 

levels for study and action. This is the 

process by which statewide members of 

LWV-Texas decide what policy issues we 

are going to continue to support and 

what issues, if any, we will address to study. 

At the meeting we will review the current positions held 

by LWV-Texas, as well as entertaining any suggestions of 

additional issues we want to study statewide. Any suggested 

studies, if board approved, will be voted on at the LWV-

Texas Convention in April, 2018. Program Planning is the 

core of what the League does as an organization, and its po-

sitions evolve from a bottom-up grassroots efforts at the 

local League level.  

We hope that as many of our members as possible will 

participate in this important meeting. Mark your calendar. 

Monday 

January 16 
5:30 pm 

Keep the 

Grass Roots 

Green 
Lighthouse for the Blind 

411 West Front 

Looking for Observer Corps Volunteers  
BE A PART OF THE LEAGUE’S “WATCHDOG TEAM” 

National Program Planning February 26 

The LWVUS Campaign for Making Democ-

racy Work
®
 includes ensuring a free, fair 

and accessible electoral system for all eligi-

ble voters. The first year of the biennium 

was active in ways that the LWVUS board 

never could have anticipated. There were 

critical challenges to the right to vote and 

to fair and open elections at every level 

and in every branch of government.  

The LWVUS Board recommends that Pro-

gram 2018-2020 continue The Campaign for Making Democracy 

Work
®
 with Leagues throughout the country working on:  

• Voting Rights 

• Improving Elections 

• Campaign Finance/Money in Politics 

• Redistricting 

Local and state Leagues will conduct membership meetings to 

make program recommendations about this campaign. This year, 

local Leagues also are asked to share information on how their 

work will have an impact on the Campaign for Making Democ-

racy Work
® 

as well as identify LWVUS positions that they intend 

to use in education and lobbying.  

 

Participating members are asked to answer the following: 

1. Do you support the proposed program focus, con-

tinuing the Campaign for Making Democracy Work
®
? 

(Yes/No) 

2.  Would you like to recommend another program 

item, in addition to or instead of the Campaign for 

Making Democracy Work
®
? (Yes/No) Need statement 

(300 words or less) describing the scope of the pro-

posal including a description of the issue area, its im-

portance in advancing the League’s mission, as well 

as resources needed to carry out the proposal.  

3. Which areas of the 2016-2018 national program pri-

orities within the Campaign for Making Democracy 

Work
®
 has your League worked on during the current 

biennium? Check all that apply and share details in 

the comment section (300 words or less).  

4. Which LWVUS positions does your League use to act 

at the state and local level?  Check all that apply. 

5. Comment Section: Additional comments (300 words 

or less) on any aspect of program planning may be 

added here. 

Monday 

February 26 
6:30 pm 

Keep the Grass 

Roots Green 
Genecov Room 

Tyler Area Chamber 

of Commerce 

315 North Broadway 

The League continues to look for members who are inter-
ested in becoming members of the League Observer Corps. This 
is a group that will monitor meetings of governmental groups 
such as the City Councils, the County Commissioners' Court, 
School Boards, and other such meetings throughout Smith 
County. At these meetings we observe the proceedings and then 
report the results back to the League. The Corps serves a dual 
purpose: 

• It's a visible sign of citizens being watchdogs over their govern-
ment, promoting honesty and transparency and 

• Helps the League to monitor government action on policy areas 
where the League has taken a position 
We take advantage of our "right to know" and—at the same 

time—provide a valuable service to the community. You choose 
the group you’d enjoy monitoring. If you are interested in volun-
teering for this project or would like further information, please 
contact Andie Rathbone at andie.rathbone.66@gmail.com or 
903-3123-5118. 
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Voters Service News—Mary Lu French, VP 

MEMBERS! Become a 

Deputized Voter Registrar! 

With the upcoming Primary and 

General Elections for 

2018, if you are not al-

ready a registrar we would 

urge you to become depu-

tized. The first week of 

January 2018, we suggest 

you contact your County 

Clerk office to become a 

new registrar. The exam is 

not very long and the appointment 

would last through December 31, 2018.  

Once you have become a registrar, 

please email Voters Service VP Mary Lu 

French and she can add you to the cur-

rent list of registrars. 

It is especially critical that we 

add deputies from surrounding 

counties, such as Cherokee, 

Wood, Henderson, and Ander-

son to our team, both for regis-

tering in your own county and 

registering students on campus 

and new citizens at the US Natu-

ralization ceremonies. League 

members deputized in Smith County are 

not allowed to register prospective vot-

ers from other counties. 

College Campuses, 
Other Sites for Voter 
Registration 
Opportunities 

If you are deputized, contact Voters Service VP Mary 

Lu French to add you to the team: 

mlufrench2009@gmail.com 

National 
Voter 

Registration 

Day Adds  

More Than 
100,000 to Rolls 

Thanks to the involvement 

of 9,631 volunteers from 2,851 part-

ners across the country, the 2017 Na-

tional Voter Registration Day collec-

tively gathered 124,290 new or up-

dated voter registrations nationwide. 

In Tyler our LWV members registered 

or updated 40 prospective voters. 

Mark your calendars! National 

Voter Registration Day will fall 

on Tuesday, September 25 in 2018. 
    

To Participate in Campus and other 

Registration Campaigns: 

Contact Mary Lu French  

vote_lwv@lwvtyler.org 

Or 903 569 2040  

It is especially It is especially It is especially It is especially 

critical that we critical that we critical that we critical that we 

add deputies add deputies add deputies add deputies 

from from from from 

surrounding surrounding surrounding surrounding 

counties.counties.counties.counties.    

LWV-Tyler/
Smith County has 
received a grant for 
$500 for Get-Out-
the-Vote efforts in the 2018 
Primary Election. The funds will be 
used to erect two outdoor advertis-
ing signboards in Smith County urg-
ing area residents to register and to 
vote in the upcoming March 6 elec-
tion. The project is funded by the 
League of Women Voters of Texas 
Education Fund.  

Work on the Get Out The Vote 
grant from LWV-Texas began with a 
meeting with Lamar Advertising Co. 
to plan for outdoor advertising tar-
geting registered voters and encour-
aging them to get to the polls and 
vote. Watch for an announcement of 
our billboard locations about a 
month prior to the March election.  

Tyler Awarded Grant to 

Get-Out-the-Vote  

Watch your email, lwvtyler.org, 

and facebook for opportunities to 

register voters on college cam-

puses and other sites during Janu-

ary before the February 5 deadline. 

Calendar for March 6, 2018 

Primary Election  

Feb. 5—Last Day to Register to Vote 

February 20-March 2—Early Voting 

Feb. 23—Last Day to Apply for Ballot by 

Mail 

Mar. 6—Last Day Ballot by Mail May Be 

Received (not postmarked) 

March 6—Election Day 

 

Watch the LWV-Tyler/Smith County web site for 

updates on the 2018 primary elections, and ways that 

you can be a grass-roots advocate. 

� 
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                              Community Relations News—Marjorie Wallé, VP 

Strategic Planning Advised by Experts 
The past few months have been both frustrating and enlight-

ening—enlightening in that the Community Relations Committee 

met with Gina Anderson, East Texas Center for Nonprofits, and 

with Dawn Franks, a philanthropy adviser. In both cases, they 

encouraged the League to move forward with a proposed strate-

gic planning initiative, perhaps updating LWV-TSC bylaws to cur-

rent standards that will support both growth and fundraising, and 

to build on activities that we currently have. Both gave us solid 

advice and the League will be acting on these suggestions. Also, 

thanks to Toni Ferrell, who provided timely input by way of the 

Austin Area's newsletter, which contained sponsorship benefits 

for their State of the City prepaid dinner and auction. This gave  

input about benefits that we also might offer to donors and spon-

sors and has suggested revision of our proposed donor benefits.  

LWV-Tyler branded merchandise is now available 

online at lwvtyler.org. There are name badges, tees, 

ball caps, aprons, and tote bags. Show your support 

by wearing your own local League's logo. Treat your-

self for Valentine's Day. It also makes great gifts for friends and 

family. 

Thanks to Our 2017 Donors 
The following have given financial support to LWV-

Tyler/Smith County this calendar year.  
* denotes non-member 

Dee Brock 
Scherel Carver 

Nancy & Doug Crawford* 
Mary Decker* 
Toni Ferrell 

Mary Lu French 
Ron & Sue Gleason* 

Betty Groepper 
Michael Gross* 
Inez Gross* 

Hon. Judith Guthrie* 
Katheryn Hetherly 
Sue & Steve Lander 

Literacy  Council of Tyler* 
Brenda McWilliams 

Louise Ornelas 
Andie Rathbone 
Carol Reynolds 
Madeleine Ross 
Mary Claire Rowe 
Barbara Sjerven* 
Patsy Smith* 

Smith County Area Libraries Together (SALT)* 
Roy Stanley 
Margie Victor 
Marjorie Wallé 
Marilyn Wills 
Elaine Wells 

It is not too late to add your name to the list! 

Your gift to the League is a gift to the community.  

Please respond now with a check to  

• LWV-Tyler to support leadership and advocacy or  

• LWV-TEF to support citizen education 

Mail to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711 

To donate by debit or credit card, go to: 

http://www.lwvtyler.org/support-the-league-s-work 

Look for the annual Spring Virtual Fundraising Event in 

February. This campaign seeks support for the League’s news-

letter, website, and membership costs, as well as for voter 

information and citizen education. Please respond to this op-

portunity to give without the hassle of attending the event—a 

blessing during these busy times. 

Update on Short Story Contest  
The proposed fundraiser Short Story Contest currently is on 

hold as we search for a program that would allow payment to 

control upload of contestant stories and that also provides a se-

cure storage and work solution for uploaded stories and their 

judging. Currently a program called Submittable, an online sub-

missions software, provides the best set of solutions but also 

carries an annual fee of over $700.00. The Committee will dis-

cuss with one more web designer before making a decision on 

which to base a grant application for funds to support this fund-

raiser contest. 

Women’s Equality Day 2018 Plans 
The CR Committee plans for expansion of the League's 

Women's Equality Day and Making Democracy Work Award 

event, including the addition of a silent auction, a prepaid ca-

tered luncheon, and a new venue. We soon will send a solici-

tation specific to Women’s Equality Day to potential sponsors. 

We also will include funds for the luncheon in a grant applica-

tion to be mailed to grantors in February. 

Future Plans for 2018  
Dee Brock has agreed to take over leadership of the CR 

Committee to continue its work during Marjorie Wallé’s ab-

sence for bilateral knee replacement surgery, which is currently 

projected to be a month post-surgery. Watch for the unveiling 

of a Planned Giving Program that will allow supporters to leave 

a legacy to the League and ensure its beneficial public activities 

far into the future. 

Virtual Event Coming Soon—Watch Your Mail! 

LWV-Tyler Branded Merchandise 
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2018 LWV-TSC  
 

Please Join Us!Please Join Us!Please Join Us!Please Join Us!    

February 20-March 2  

Early Voting-Primary Election 

Tuesday March 6—Election Day 
Members are welcome to attend meetings of the LWV Board of Directors, 3rd 

Tuesdays at 5:30 pm — The Lighthouse, 411 West Front 

Return Service  
Requested 

Tuesday, February  19, 6 pm 

Smith County Primary Forum  
Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 

Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors    
    

Marilyn WillsMarilyn WillsMarilyn WillsMarilyn Wills  

 President  

Andie Rathbone Andie Rathbone Andie Rathbone Andie Rathbone     

 Program VP 

Marjorie WalléMarjorie WalléMarjorie WalléMarjorie Wallé    

 Community Rel. VP 

Karena LoveKarena LoveKarena LoveKarena Love    

Organization VP  

Mary Lu FrenchMary Lu FrenchMary Lu FrenchMary Lu French    

    Voters Service VP 

Yolanda PrinceYolanda PrinceYolanda PrinceYolanda Prince    

 Secretary 

Scherel CarverScherel CarverScherel CarverScherel Carver  

 Treasurer 
 

DIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORS    

Dee Brock Dee Brock Dee Brock Dee Brock     

Brenda McWilliamsBrenda McWilliamsBrenda McWilliamsBrenda McWilliams    

Mary VernauMary VernauMary VernauMary Vernau    

    
                

Editor: Editor: Editor: Editor: Scherel Carver 

Tuesday, January 16, 5:30 pm 

State Public Policy Program Planning 

Lighthouse—411 West Front 

Tuesday, February  12, 6 pm 

US Congress & Tx Legislature—Forum 

Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 

Wednesdays, January 10—February 28, 12 noon 

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Series 

Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 

Tuesday, February  26, 6 pm 

National Public Policy Program Planning 

Genecov Room, 310 North Broadway 


