
1 

The VOTER 
Tyler / 

Smith 

County 

    

League of League of League of League of 

Women Women Women Women 

Voters Voters Voters Voters 

MissionMissionMissionMission    

The League 
of Women 
Voters is a 
nonpartisan 
organization 
that works to 
promote 
political 
responsibility 
through 
informed 
participation 
of all citizens 
in their 
government. 
The League 
does not 
support or 
oppose any 
political party 
or any 
candidate. It 
publishes 
factual 
information 
to help 
prepare 
citizens to 
cast informed 
votes.  

The League 
does take 
action on 
selected 
governmental 
issues that 
members 
have studied. 

January 2016 

Primary Candidates Invited to February Forum 
Judy Holmes-Gannon, VS Director 

All candidates running op-

posed in the March 1 pri-

mary elections have been 

invited to participate in a 

forum where they will meet 

voters and respond to ques-

tions from a panel and from 

the audience. 
 

Invited candidates: 
 

U.S. House of  

Representatives 

− Louis Gohmert 

− Simon Winston 

 

 

Texas Senate District 1 

− James K. “Red” Brown 

− Bryan Hughes 

− Mike Lee 

− David Simpson 
 

Texas House District 5 

− Randy Davis 

− Philip Hays 

− Cole Hefner 

− Jay Meisenheimer 
 

Smith County Sheriff 

− Chris Green 

− Larry Smith 

 

Constable Pct. 2 

− Andie Dunklin 

− Jason Newport 

County Commissioner Pct. 3 

− Bill Bala 

− Terry Phillips 

− Ronnie Pilcher 

Constable Pct. 4 

− Charles Garrett 

− Josh Joplin 

− John G. Smith 

− Tim Thompson 

Constable Pct. 5 

− Jeff McClenny 

− Jeffrey Chad McElyea 

The first LWV-TSC Pro-

gram discussion meet-

ing of 2016 is Money in 

Politics, a 

pertinent 

topic in this election season. The LWV 

of Tyler/Smith County is joining 

Leagues from across the nation to take 

part in the Money in Politics Review 

and Update adopted at the 2014 

LWVUS Convention. The meeting is set 

for Monday, January 11, 11:30 am at 

Rick’s on the Square.  

The purpose of this restudy of this 

topic is to address the possible lack of 

member understanding and agree-

ment as to whether financing a politi-

cal campaign is protected speech under the First 

Amendment. Results may update the League’s 

position on campaign finance . 

Members are asked to consider two 

things about Campaign Finance: 

(1) the rights of individuals and organizations, 

under the First Amendment, to express their 

political views through inde-

pendent expenditures and the 

finance of election campaign 

activities; and  

(2) how those rights, if 

any, should be protected 

and reconciled with the 

interests set out in the cur-

rent position.  

At a follow-up meeting  

January 25 members will 

meet to discuss whether 

reforms are needed and 

the best reform options to 

protect individual voters.  

Discussion will focus on 

consensus questions that 

will be sent you by email before 

the 25th. 

 

Great Decisions foreign policy discussions kick off January 
13. See page 5 of this VOTER for a list of discussion topics and 
featured speakers. Books are $22 at library circulation desk. 

Monday 

February 8 
7 pm 

Tyler Public Library 

201 South College 

Money in 

Politics 

Discussion 
January  11 

11:30 

am 

Rick’s 

on the 

Square 

Money in 

Politics 

Consensus 
January  25 

7 pm 

Genecov 

Room 

Member 

discussion and 

reaching 

agreement on 

the role of 

money in 

campaigns 

and elections 

is perhaps the 

policy issue 

most critical 

to the 

League’s 

mission. 

League Updates Stance on Money in Politics       

See p. 7 for 
Election Calendar 

& a list of 
unopposed 
candidates  

See page 6 for summaries of  several essays on 

campaign finance issues that members are called 

on to consider and links to the helpful background 

readings. Links also on lwvtyler.org 
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President’s Podium: A New Year Begins 

    League MembersLeague MembersLeague MembersLeague Members:::: 

Happy New Year!  I hope that your holiday 

season was full of  fun and family activities. 

Your League was busy this fall and with a 

Presidential election this year, we'll be busier 

than ever in the coming months. 

We completed studies on Amending the Con-

stitution and Payday Lenders this fall, and on 

January 11 we will meet to discuss the LWVUS 

study on Money in Politics, with the consensus 

meeting to be held on January 25.  We hope to 

see many members participating in this study, as 

I know many of you are concerned about the 

magnitude of dollars influencing the political 

process. 

The Great Decisions Lecture Series on foreign 

policy issues will begin at noon on Wednesday, 

January 13 and will run on successive Wednes-

days through March 2.  We are proud to sponsor 

this popular lecture series along with AAUW-

Tyler  and the Tyler Public Library and hope to 

see you at some of the lectures.  We also hope 

you'll be able to join us for 

lunch with the Great Decision 

speaker at 1:00 PM on 

Wednesday, February  17 

where we will be able to con-

tinue the discussion on the ef-

fectiveness and future of the United Nations. Lo-

cation will be sent by email that week. Read 

about Ms. Jackson and the topic on page 5. 

Lastly, to kick off the 2016 election year, we 

will sponsor a candidate forum at 7:00 PM on 

Monday, February 8 in the auditorium of the Ty-

ler Public Library. Candidates for State Represen-

tative, State Senate, the US house of Representa-

tives, and County Sheriff and one Commissioner 

will be represented and I know you will not want 

to miss what is always a lively political event.    

As we enter the new year, I'm hoping you'll 

resolve to get involved in one or more of the 

League's activities and help us to make the 

League an even more vibrant  organization in 

Tyler. Let's make 2016 our best year ever! 

 Andie RathboneAndie RathboneAndie RathboneAndie Rathbone    PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident 

 

LWV-Tyler 
Diversity  
Policy 

 

The League of 
Women Voters of  
Tyler/Smith 

County, in both its 
values and 
practices, affirms 
its belief and 
commitment to 
diversity and 
pluralism, which 
means that there 
shall be no barriers 
to participation in 
any activity of the 
LWV-Tyler on the 
basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, 
national origin, or 
disability. 

 

The LWV-Tyler/
Smith County 
recognizes that 
diverse 
perspectives are 
important and 
necessary for 
responsible and 
representative 
decision making. 
LWV-Tyler/Smith 
Countysubscribes 
to the belief that 
diversity and 
pluralism are 
fundamental to the 
values it upholds 
and that this 
inclusiveness 
enhances the 
organization's 
ability to respond 
more effectively to 
changing 
conditions and 
needs. 

 

LWV-Tyler/Smith 
County affirms its 
commitment to 
reflecting the 
diversity of 
Americans in its 
board and 
programs. 

TSC Sees 

recognized 
by LWVUS 2015-2016 Nominating Committee Calls for Suggestions 

As the time nears for our May Annual Meet-
ing, we think about electing several local League 
leaders for the coming biennium.  

The Nominating Committee is charged with 
finding a few good women (or men) to serve in 
the following positions  
Two-year terms (June 2016-May 2018):  

• Program Vice President  

• Voters Service Vice President 

• Organization Vice President 

• Treasurer 

• Two Directors  
One year terms (June 2016-May 2017): 

• 1 Director (complete unexpired term) 
In addition, one-year terms must be filled for 

Nominating Committee Chair and two mem-
bers. 

No other organization in our community 
provides the services that the League of Women 
Voters does. Leadership is not a heavy burden, 
but it is important to the future of our League. If 
you are willing to serve or know a member who 
is waiting to be asked to help, 
please contact nominating com-
mittee chair Sue Barham at 903-
561-6606 (h) 903-530-7086 [cell) 

or soonersue@sbcglobal.net 
 Other members of the 

nominating committee are  
Mary Claire Rowe, Karen Wilkerson, Kristi 
Roberts, and Karena 

LWV-Texas Convention March 10—13 in Houston 
The 2016 LWV-Texas Convention will be held at the Westin Memorial City 

Hotel, Houston, MARCH 10-13, 2016. LWV-TSC is allowed five delegates to this 

convention, so if you are interested, contact President Andie Rathbone. 

Save the date also for the 2016 LWVUS Conven-

tion National convention will be held June 16-18, 2016 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, 

Washington, D.C. More information will be in next issue. 

HOUSTON 

March 10-13 
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Organization News —Karena Love, Organization VP 

Member Dues Reminder—Winter/Spring 2016 

December 

Liza Ely 

Judy Holmes-Gannon 

Gilbert & Mary Claire Rowe 

Linda & Paul Sharp 

Mary Vernau 

January 

Kara Camp 

Mary Lu French 

Kate Kombos 

Karena Love 

Jolie Smith 

Elaine Wells 

Karen Wilkerson 

February 

Akemi & David Henderson 

Rubye Kendrick 

Louise & Joseph Ornelas 

Andie & Eric Rathbone 

Betty Tirey 

Marjorie Walle 

March 
Barbara Smith 

 

Overdue 

Charlotte Clark 

Mary Decker-Oct. 

Delilah Gonzales-Oct. 

Good Bye 

Ebony Fowler 

Geri Cohen 

Barbara Brandon 

Dana Morrison 

Janice Caldwell 

Mary Elizabeth Jackson 

Brenda Stratton 

Thanks for your prompt response 

Mail to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711 

Send 

check 

to: 

P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271    

Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711    

$70 IndividualIndividualIndividualIndividual    

$105 Two in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same Household    

$25 StudentStudentStudentStudent    

The League of Women Voters is where hands
-on work to safeguard democracy leads to 

civic improvement. Join LWV, where leaders 
are actively engaged in effecting change at 

the local, state, and national levels.  

To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:    

Membership News—Yolanda Prince, Membership Chair 

Add these new members to your 

member handbook: 
 

Daye Collins 

14926 County Rd 1130 

Tyler TX 75703 

dayedunncollins@gmail.com 

903 581 3866 (h) 903 521 5833 (c) 
 

Samantha Roberts Jewel  

2501 Parkway Place, Tyler 75701 

903 780-0042 samantha.jewellk@gmail.com 
 

New Contact Info: 

Linda & Paul Sharp 

1910 ESE Loop 323 PMB 150 

Tyler 75701 

 903 312-4820  irsharp 1949@gmail.com 

Join your LWV friends for good food 

and good conversation at the first No-

Agenda Lunch of 2016 on Wednesday, 

February 17.  Location will be sent 

members by email.  

Probably will be 

at Rick’s on the 

Square. No need 

to RSVP 

Wed. Feb. 17-1 pm 

Lunch with Great 

Decisions Speaker 

On United Nations 

Meet Our Newest Member 

No-Agenda Lunch Set for February, Happy Hour in March  

Happy Hour is set for 

Wednesday, March 

16 at the new Mexi-

can restaurant 

Abuelo’s, located in 

the Villages at Cum-

berland, 8926 South 

Broadway. 

No need to RSVP 

Wednesday 

March 16 5:30 pm 

Abuelo’s Mexican 

Restaurant— 

Villages at 

Cumberland 

Daye Collins, a 

League supporter 

for several years,  

decided this year to 

become a member. 

She is deeply inter-

ested both in 

women’s issues and 

in history. On the steering committee of 

Women in Tyler, Collins oversees the 

selection of the organization’s honorees  

each year and creates the sketch to por-

tray each of the women and those traits 

that led to her recognition.  

Collins was in Class 12 

Leadership Tyler and has 

had leadership roles on the 

Executive Board of 

McClendon House, the East Texas His-

torical Association, and the Tyler Civic 

Theatre, along with other organizations. 

Collins is retired from teaching at 

Bishop T. K. Gorman Catholic high school 

and manages a family ranch in South 

Texas. 

Welcome to LWV, Daye! 

 

LWV Board 
Member  
Relocates 
Ebony Fowler recently returned  to 

her home town of Burkeville, Texas 

to pursue a degree in Speech Pa-

thology at Stephen F. Austin Uni-

versity. Ebony expresses her appre-

ciation for being part of the League 

of Women Voters 

Tyler/ Smith County 

even though it was 

short lived.  We will 

miss her and her 

dedication to the 

League of Women 

Voters.   

Congratulations, Ebony! 

Farewell to other members recently moving from Tyler in 2015:  

Dana Morrison to Florida, Geri Cohen to Austin, and Barbara Brandon to Houston 

Ebony Fowler 
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The year-long celebration marking 

the 95th anniversary of the founding of 

the League of Women Voters of the 

United States culminates on February 14, 

the day of the League’s founding. We 

have selected this date to stage a non-

event for those who Love the Love the Love the Love the 

League, League, League, League, giving mem-

bers and the commu-

nity the option of NOT 

attending an event. 

So when you re-

ceive your Love the League Love the League Love the League Love the League invita-

tion in the mail, be glad that you do not 

have to brave the winter cold to show 

your love! Instead, donate to support the 

League’s efforts to Make Democracy 

Work. 

Wish the League of Women Voters a 

Happy Birthday with your continued 

support and encouragement. 

Check out the LWV-TSC 
facebook Page 
102 people have liked the 

LWV-TSC Facebook page. If 

you are on Facebook, 

please like our page : 

League of Women Voters - Tyler/Smith 

County and recommend it to your Face-

book friends. We post information on 

our local events, plus other news about 

the community in Tyler and Smith 

County, as well as news from LWVUS 

and LWV-Texas. 

This is an easy way to get League 

news for both yourself and for other 

interested people in Tyler and Smith Co. 

Community Relations—Kristi C. Roberts, Community Relations VP 

Thanks to the Roberts Home for the Holiday Party  
Thanks to Kristi and Bruce Roberts for hosting our annual holiday 

party. We shared food and drinks and a great time. It was a great oc-

casion and one of the best holiday parties. It was a great time to meet 

new members and to have cherished time with the veteran ones. We 

appreciate all the League members who came out to celebrate this 

Holiday season! Thank you again to the Roberts!  

Fall Fund Appeals 
Bring $upport 
Thanks to members and 

several supporters, fall 
solicitations have raised some 
$1300 so far. Thanks to our 
donors listed below: 

Sue Barham 
Scherel Carver 
Geri Cohen 
Daye Collins 

Nancy & Doug Crawford 
Toni Ferrell 

Mary Lu French 
Betty Groepper 
Judith Guthrie 

Judy Holmes-Gannon 
David Hudson 

Sunshine Knowles 
Andie Rathbone 

Kristi & Bruce Roberts 
Regina Roosth 
Roy Stanley 
Margie Victor 
Elaine Wells 

Karen Wilkerson & Jolie Smith 

    
    

Love the Love the Love the Love the 
LeagueLeagueLeagueLeague    

An Event You Will Want to Miss 

 

Watch the 

LWV-Tyler/Smith County 

web site for updates on 

elections, public policy 

studies, and ways that you can 

be a grass-roots advocate. 

� 

LWV Member Melissa DeCarlo Releases New Book 
LWV member Melissa DeCarlo recently released her first novel, 

The Art of Crash Landing. Her young heroine faces challenges 

when she returns to her Oklahoma birthplace. 

DeCarlo was born and raised in Oklahoma City. She says that 

growing up she wanted to be a writer, an 

artist, an actress, and one of those peo-

ple wearing bright yellow helmets who 

get to climb telephone poles. Then one 

day she looked around and discovered 

that she was all grown-up with a degree in computer sci-

ence and working in an office where she had to wear 

panty hose every day. 

Melissa now lives in East Texas with her husband and 

a motley crew of rescue animals. She learned how to 

paint and sculpt and has worked as a freelance writer, 

grant writer, and graphic designer. She’s even done a little 

acting in community theater. But after she managed to 

break her foot climbing a flight of stairs, she decided that 

climbing telephone poles was probably a bad idea. She no 

longer even owns a pair of panty hose. 

The Art of Crash Landing is her first novel, but some of her short fiction and essays 

have appeared in print and online literary magazines. The Art of Crash Landing is avail-

able through Barnes & Noble, Amazon, Books-A-Million, and Indiebound. 

DeCarlo autographs new book for 

LWV VS VP Toni Ferrell. 
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Discussion on Pay-

day & Title Loans 

Monday,  

November 16, 7 pm 

Tyler Public Library 

201 S. College 

Member  

Consensus: Payday 

& Title Loans 

Monday,  

November 23,  

7 pm 

Genecov Room 

Tyler Area Chamber of 
Commerce 

315 North Broadway 

The Tyler VOTER Great Decisions 2016—Scheduled Speakers & Topics        

January 13—The Middle East  

Dr. Edward Tabri, Professor of History, UT 
Tyler 
From a proxy war in Yemen to an ongoing civil 

war in Syria, a number of conflicts have shaken 

the traditional alliances in the Middle East to 
their core. As alliances between state and non-

state actors in the region are constantly shifting, the U.S. has 

found itself between a rock and a hard place. In a series of 

conflicts that are far from being black-and-white, what can 

the U.S. do to secure its interests in the region without caus-

ing further damage and disruption? 
 

January 20—Climate Change  
Dr. Martin Slann, UT Tyler  
In the past few years, the American public 

has become more aware of the damage 

wrought by climate change. From droughts 
in the west to extreme weather in the east, 

a rapidly changing climate has already 

made its footprint in the United States. 

Now, it’s expected that the presidential 

election in 2016 will be one of the first ever 

to place an emphasis on these environ-
mental changes. What can the next president do to stymie this 

environmental crisis? And is it too late for these efforts to be 

effective? 
 

January 27—The Koreas  

Kahne Parsons, Tyler Junior College 
At the end of World War II, Korea was divided in 

two. The northern half of the Korean peninsula 

was occupied by the Soviet Union, the southern 

by the United States. Today, North and South 
Korea couldn’t be further apart. The North is 

underdeveloped, impoverished, and ruled by a 

corrupt, authoritarian government, while the South advanced 

rapidly to become one of the most developed countries in the 

world. With such a wide gap, some are asking if unification is 

possible, even desirable, anymore? 

 

February 3— 
The Future of Kurdistan 

Nicholas Moore, Technology Consultant 
Kurdistan, a mountainous region made up of 

parts of Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Armenia, and Syria, 
is home to one of the largest ethnic groups in 

West Asia: the Kurds. Now, most in the West 

know them for their small, oil-rich autonomous region in 

northern Iraq called Iraqi Kurdistan—one of the U.S.’s closest 

allies in the Middle East and a bulwark against the expansion 

of the so-called Islamic State. What does the success of Iraqi 
Kurdistan mean for Kurds in the surrounding region? 

February 10 —Cuba and the U. S.  Dr. 

Colin Snider, UT Tyler 
The U.S. announced in December 2014 that, after 

decades of isolation, it has begun taking major 

steps to normalize relations with Cuba, its 

neighbor to the south. The announcement marks 

a dramatic shift away from a policy that has its 
roots in one of the darkest moments of the Cold War—the Cuban  

missile crisis. Although the U.S. trade embargo is unlikely to end 

any time soon, American and Cuban leaders today are trying to 

bring a relationship once defined by a crisis in the 1960s into the 

21st century. 
 

February 17—The United Nations  

Rebecca Jackson, Lecturer on Political Science 
and Coordinator of Model UN Program, UT Tyler 
On the eve of the international organization’s 70th 

birthday, the United Nations stands at a cross-

roads. This year marks a halfway point in the or-
ganization’s global effort to eradicate poverty, 

hunger, and discrimination, as well as ensure jus-

tice and dignity for all peoples. But as the UN’s 193 member states 

look back at the success of the millennium development goals, 

they also must assess their needs for its sustainable development 

goals—a new series of benchmarks that are set to expire in 2030. 
With the appointment of the ninth secretary-general in the near 

future as well, the next U.S. president is bound to have quite a lot 

on his or her plate going into office. 

 

February 24—The Rise of ISIS 

Dr. Amentahru Wahlrab Professor of Political 
Science UT Tyler   
Born out of an umbrella organization of Al 

Qaeda in Iraq, the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria 

(ISIS) burst onto the international stage after it 
seized Falluja in December 2013. Since then, the 

group has seized control of a number of critical 

strongholds in the country and declared itself a caliphate, known 

as the Islamic State. Still, the questions remain: What is ISIS, and 

what danger does it pose to U.S. interests? 

 

March 2—Migration 

Dr. Marcus Stadelmann, Chair and Professor, Po-
litical Science, UT Tyler 
As a record number of migrants cross the Mediter-

ranean Sea to find refuge in Europe, the continent 

is struggling to come up with an adequate re-

sponse. Although Europe’s refugees are largely 

fleeing conflicts in Syria, Iraq, and parts of Africa, 

their struggle is hardly unique. Today, with the 

number of displaced people at an all-time high, a number of world 

powers find themselves facing a difficult question: How can they 

balance border security with humanitarian concerns? More im-

portantly, what can they do to resolve these crises so as to limit 

the number of displaced persons? 
 

The Great Decisions series, a project of the Foreign Policy Association, is sponsored locally by the League of Women Voters, 

AAUW Tyler, and Tyler Public Library. 

Wednesdays 12 noonWednesdays 12 noonWednesdays 12 noonWednesdays 12 noon    

January 13January 13January 13January 13————March 2March 2March 2March 2    
Tyler Public Library Tyler Public Library Tyler Public Library Tyler Public Library     

201 South College201 South College201 South College201 South College 
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     Interesting Reading on Money in Politics 

The Tyler VOTER 

Before the discussions on January 11 

and 25 on Money in Politics, take some 

time to read the fascinating articles 

described below. Copy and paste into 

your browser address blank. 

History of the 1st Amendment— Shifts in Su-
preme Court Opinions about Money in Politics 
Before 1970, campaign finance regulation was 

weak and ineffective, and the Supreme Court in-

frequently heard cases on it. The Federal Corrupt 

Practices Act of 1925 was the campaign finance re-

form act in effect when Congress enacted the Fed-

eral Election Campaign Act of 1971 (FECA), but it 

was easily evaded and rarely enforced. It prohibited cam-

paign contributions by corporations, and it required quar-

terly disclosure of contributions in excess of $100 to multi-

state candidate committees.( ( ( ( http://forum.lwv.org/

member-resources/article/money-politics-first-

amendment )  ALSO (http://forum.lwv.org/member-

resources/article/money-politics-shifts-supreme-court-

opinion-about-money-politics)  
 

Corruption and Rationales for Regulating Campaign Fi-
nance Laws dating from 1907 and through the 1990s attest 

to the significant concerns of voters and legislators about 

the power of money to influence elections and subsequent 

government policies and activities. Also, The nature of what 

constitutes corruption has been addressed in a number of 

Supreme Court decisions since Buckley v. Valeo (1976). 

http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/money-

politics-corruption-and-rationales-regulating-campaign-

finance)  

Hard, Soft, and Dark Money Early political scandals involved 

money used directly for bribery or buying votes. Modern day 

scandals involve the appearances of corruption depending 

where gifts and campaign money came from. The U.S. Su-

preme Court has made a number of controversial decisions 

expanding the amounts of money in politics by characteriz-

ing political donations and expenditures to be exercises of 

free-

dom of 

speech. Among other results, 

those decisions have created a large and growing 

category of election related donations and contri-

butions called “dark money.” (http://

forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/hard-

soft-and-dark-money ) 
 

Independent Expenditures In theory, independ-

ent expenditures are not contributions to a can-

didate and, therefore, cannot constitute a quid 

pro quo exchange, the only form of corruption that 

the U. S. Supreme Court recognizes in the political 

sphere  
 

Evidence of Spending Impacts on Legislative Out-
comes What reforms in current campaign spending are justi-

fied? This brief review focuses on 3 types of evidence about 

whether campaign contributions have negative effects on 

politics: 1) public opinion surveys, 2) recent experience of 

participants in the political process, and 3) scholarly research 

in the political science literature. The emphasis is on re-

search available since the year 2000. (http://forum.lwv.org/

member-resources/article/evidence-spendings-impacts-

electoral-and-legislative-outcomes))))    
 

Options for Reform For voters distrustful of and dissatisfied 

with the current campaign procedures, this is the most use-

ful essay to read. It covers legislative approaches, regulatory 

methods, and other steps, including amending the US Con-

stitution. ( http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/

article/options-reforming-money-politics )  
 

Enforcement of Federal Campaign Finance Law((((http://

forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/mip-

enforcement-federal-campaign-finance-law) 
 

Member discussion and coming to agreement on the role of 

money in campaigns and elections is perhaps the policy issue 

most critical to the League’s mission. Please take time to read 

the background material and come to participate in the dis-

cussion sessions. 

Keeping the Grassroots Green— 
Input on National Public Policy & the League 

 

As a foundation for a grassroots organization, this 

biennial Keeping the Grass Roots Green meeting is 

important to constantly keep attuned to what is impor-

tant to the citizenry and local, state, and national gov-

ernmental entities to improve their lives. Join us for an 

evening discussing the wide range of LWVUS positions 

and determining if they are relevant, timely, and effec-

tive for League lobbying. 

State & Local Public Policy Issues: Several inter-

ested members met in December to  discuss 

current state issues positions and consider pos-

sible future studies. Members deliberated and 

chose to retain all current state issue positions. 

They also opted not to take on additional stud-

ies of local issues but to retain LWV-Tyler/Smith  

County positions on public libraries, single-

member districts, and support of a clearing-

house for human resource services. 

February 22 

7 pm 

Genecov Room 

Tyler Area 

Chamber of 

Commerce 

315 North 

Broadway 

For voters 
distrustful of and 
dissatisfied with 
current campaign 

procedures, 
Options for 
Reform is the 

most useful essay 
to read. 

Links to these and more essays also are on lwvtyler.org 
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January 12 

February  9 

March 8 

April 12 

May 10 

LWV-TSC Board Meetings 
Roberts & Roberts, 5:30 pm 

Members Always Welcome 

Election Dates 

December 14 Deadline to file 

for Primary 

February 16 Early Voting 

Begins 

February 26 Early Voting 

Ends 

March 1 Primary Election 

May 14* Local Elections 

*pending  

February 1 Last day to 

register to vote 

January 1 First day to 

apply for ballot 

by mail 

MEMBERS: 
Members always are wel-

come to attend meetings of 

the LWV Board of Directors. 

During 2015-16 meetings are 

the 2nd Tuesdays at 5:30 pm 
at 

Roberts & Roberts Attorneys 

118 West 4th Street 

Voters Service News  Toni Ferrell, Voters Service VP 

Launch of VOTE411 Website 
To Be Announced Mid-
February—Watch for It! 
 This online voters’ guide will pro-

vide candidate background and 

responses to critical questions on 

timely issues.  Just put in your zip 
code to read candidate respondes 

to the questions posed by our 

board of directors.

   

U.S. Naturalization Ceremonies Set for Wednesday, 
January 6, 2016—Your Help Is Needed 

The first Naturalization Ceremony for 2016 will be held in Tyler in the third floor 

ceremonial courtroom of the William M. Steger Federal Building and U.S. Court-

house,  211 W. Ferguson St., on Wednesday, January 6, 2016, at 11:00 a.m. 

In keeping with our Mission, LWV Tyler/Smith County Naturalization Team members 

will be in attendance to welcome the new citizens and assist them in completing ap-

plications to register as voters.  If you are interested in helping with this important 

voter registration event, please email me tonief4@gmail.com 

Naturalization Ceremonies never fail to be inspiring.  Hope to see you there! 

Mary Lu French Appointed to 
LWV-TSC Board of Directors 

The Voters Service team 
welcomes Mary Lu French 

to serve on the board begin-
ning this month. She takes 
on duties related to Voters 
Service. She joins other VS 
team members Toni Ferrell, 

Judy Holmes-Gannon, and Elaine Wells. 
French joined LWV-Tyler last year and is 
eager to bring her administrative and peo-
ple skills to our work. Contact her at:   

903 569 2040, mlufrench2009@gmail.com 

22251 CR 4142 Lindale TX 75771 

Ten Area Candidates Not  
Opposed in March 1 Primary 
In order to serve voters well, only candi-

dates who are opposed in the primary 

election have been asked to participate in 

the League’s February 8 Candidate Forum. 

Unopposed candidates are invited to at-

tend, but will not have a speaking role. 
 

  Democratic Primary  

Shirley J. McKellar—US Congress House  

Henry Jackson—Constable Pct. 1 
 

 Republican Primary 

Matt Schaefer—Texas House Dist. 6  

Jeff Warr—County Commissioner Pct. 1 

Kerry Russell—7th Judicial District Judge 

Christi Kennedy—114th Judicial District 

Judge 

Gary Barber—Tax Assessor/Collector 

Jim Blackmon—Constable Pct. 3 

Voters Guide on Statewide 
Candidates Available in Early 
February 

The LWV-TEF Voters Guide will be 

available at area public libraries in early Feb-

ruary. A publication of  the League of 

Women Voters of Texas Education Fund 

covering all statewide candidates, the Voters 

Guide is known across the state as a fair, bal-

anced source of data that offers voters an 

objective impression of the candidates’ views 

on issues relevant to all Texans. 

Voter Registration to 
Run through February 1 
Voters not yet registered to 

vote in the March 1 primary 

election have until February 1st 

to register. To register online, go to  

http://www.vote411.org/
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����Calendar of Events 2016���� 
  January 2016  

11 1130 am Discussion—Money in Politics Rick’s on the Square 

 12 
noon 

Great Decisions -Topics page 5 

Wednesdays, Jan. 13 – March 2 

Tyler Public Library 

25 7 pm Member Consensus—Money in Politics Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

  February  

 8 7 pm Forum—Primary Candidates Tyler Public Library 

17 1 pm Lunch with Great Decisions Speaker 

Kahne Parsons, Model UN at UT Tyler 

Location to be announced 

through email 

  March  

10 - 13 LWV-Texas Convention Houston 

16 5:30 Happy Hour Place TBA 

 28 7 pm National Program Issues Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

  April   

11 7 pm Forum for Local Candidates Tyler Public Library 

20 5:30 Happy Hour Place TBA 

 25 7 pm Program—Member Discussion Tyler Chamber of Commerce  

  May  

 14 11 am LWV-TSC Annual Meeting Place TBA 

22 7 pm Program Planning: Grassroots Input on 

National Issues 

Genecov Room 

Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

6 11 am U. S. Naturalization Ceremony Federal Building 


