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Sept-Oct. 2010 

All nineteen candidates 
seeking election for eight 
offices were invited to par-
ticipate in the LWV-
Tyler/Smith County candi-
date forum on October 4. The 
public is invited to attend this 
nonpartisan event that takes 
place in the Tyler Independ-
ent School District Board-
room in the Plyler Instruc-
tional Complex, 804 West 
Glenwood, beginning at 7:00 
p.m. 

Questions to candidates 
will come from the audience 
and a panel of experts that 
includes UT Tyler journalism 
instructor Vanessa Curry, 
Tyler Morning Telegraph 
editorial editor Roy May-
nard, and LWV-TSC presi-
dent Kristi C. Roberts. 
NBC-56 television journalist 
Roger Gray serves as mod-
erator. 

Promoting Texas Voting 
is the theme for the 2010 
LWV-TSC high school video 
contest. Entering students 
must produce a 30-second 
public service video an-
nouncement about the impor-
tance of voting.  

 

Announcement of win-
ners and awarding of prizes is 
at the top of the program at 
the October 4 forum that 
starts at 7:00 pm at the TISD 
Plyler Instructional Center. 
The forum audience will be 
the first of the public to see 
the winning 30-second public 
service announcements.  

 

Later, the entire 
region can see these 
videos as they are 
aired by all local televi-
sion stations, the city’s 
cable channel, and 
other media to promote 

them, show off young talent 
and encourage Texans to vote 
in November. 

 

LWV-TSC board mem-
ber Melissa Crowe chairs this 
project and reports that there 
is a lot of enthusiasm from 
teachers and students. She and 
the panel of judges will en-
sure that all winning entries 
comply with the League’s 
principles of nonpartisanship 
and fairness, as well as avoid-
ance of brand names, trade-
marked material, bigotry, ra-
cism, and indecent language 
or behavior.  

 

More than 30 high 
school students from 
three local high 

schools—Whitehouse 
HS, Chapel Hill High 
School, and Robert E. Lee 

HS, Tyler—participated. 

Video Contest Creates PSAs to 
Encourage Voter Participation 
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For more information about 
Federal elections, go to 

vote411.org.  
For more information about 
statewide elections, go to 
lwvtexas.org and see the  

2010 Voters Guide. 
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The Tyler VOTER 
                                                        President’s Podium: Support the League of Women Voters� Kristi C. Roberts, President   

In this highly politicized period, 
the League of Women Voters is a 

strong nonpartisan voice of reason. You 
can count on your League to advocate 
for policies on every level—but not un-
til after we have studied the issues thor-
oughly and come to an agreement about 
policies and actions to improve the lives 
of our communities, states, and nation.  

 

��������	��������������
�

Here are just three ways the League 
of Women Voters of Tyler/Smith 
County works to make democracy func-
tion better in Tyler and Smith County:  

 

· Help residents know more about those 
seeking to become or remain our 
elected officials through Voters 
Guides, candidate forums, website in-
formation, and Your Elected Officials  
brochures; 

· Register voters at naturalization cere-
monies, on college campuses, in com-
mercial enterprises, and at other venues 
and motivate them to use their votes; 

· Investigate how well our public ser-
vices take care of basic human needs of 
in Smith County. 

As members, you know about this 
work because you make it happen! 

Please support 
LWV-TSC with a 
financial gift now 
and enable us to 
continue to educate 
ourselves and the 
community and to 
make our voice 
heard. 

You can send your contribution to 
LWV-TSC to support our local organi-
zation or to LWV-TEF (LWV-Texas 
Education Fund).as a tax-deductable 
gift.  
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Organization News Linda R. 
Sharp, Organization VP 
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On August 26th members and guests cele-
brated the 90th anniversary of women’s 
right to vote with a Women's Equality Day 
celebration that honored early suffragists 
such as Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and LWV 
founder Carrie Catt .  
Distinguished guests who joined us at Gallery Main 
Street included District Attorney Matt Bingham, 
Judge Judith Guthrie, Democratic Party Chair David 
Henderson, and our own Mayor of Tyler Barbara 

Bass. Mayor Bass made the event even more memorable with her key-
note speech. Bass said that “preserving equality and exercising the right 
to vote are important ideals to stress to future generations.” We could not 
agree with her more.  

The League extended a special welcome to members of AAUW-
Tyler. Several attendees expressed interest in League membership. Carol 
Reynolds became our newest member. 

 

During the event, two members represented more 
recent activists in the women's movement. Ms. 
Elaine Wells introduced herself to guests as Repre-
sentative Shirley Chisholm, who 
was both the first black and the 
first woman to run for President in 
1972.Chisholm was a phenomenal 
candidate and Senator who embod-

ied her campaign slogan “Unbought and Unbossed.”  

Linda R. Sharp introduced herself as Representa-
tive Bella Abzug—hat and all. Abzug ran for Congress 
on a feminist platform with the campaign slogan “A 
woman’s place is in the house—the House of Represen-
tatives.” Wells and Sharp informed the guests of the 
accomplishments of these ladies and also answered 
questions.    Linda R. Sharp, Organization VP  
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Mail your support gift to  
P.O. Box 6271 Tyler, Texas 75711 
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LWV-TSC Board of Directors 2010-11  
 

Officers  
Kristi Roberts President 

   903-534-8825  kribru@aol.com 
Dee Brock Community Relations VP  

   903-565-6655 deebrock@faqspress.com 
Shirley Hightower Voters Service VP 

   903-561-7450  eshightower@suddenlink.net 
Linda Sharp Organization VP 

903-526-3848 �linda15262000@yahoo.com ����
Pam Reeves, Program VP  

   903-569-2777    phreeves1@att.net 
Andie Rathbone Secretary  

   903-894-7950   andier@earthlink.net 
Scherel Carver, Treasurer  

   903-581-1391    eddiecrvr@aol.com              
Directors                   

Amy Thrasher  
903-780-0382 (cell) akthrasher@hotmail.com�

Melissa Crowe 
940-867-7021 (cell) Meliss.crowe@gmail.com 

Gail Rutledge 
903-534-4929  903-372-0340 (cell) 

gailrutledge@sbcglobal.net 
Linda Hoak 

   903-531-9100  903-262-8195 (cell)    
lhoak@hoaklaw.com 

Lou Anne Smoot 
����903-533-9335 annesmoot@suddenlink.net �

 

2010-11 Nominating Committee: 
Karen Wilkerson, Chair 

903-592 7255 dkwilkerson@hotmail.com  
Doris Stanley 882-5122 �

Sue Barham 561-6606 soonersue@sbcglobal.net 

!
����"�������� was 
active in the League of 
Women Voters in Den-
ver, CO during the 
1980s. When she moved 
from Denver she lived 
in an area with no 
League available. She 
just recently moved to 
Tyler and wants to get 
back into participation 
in the League. You may 
have met her at the Au-
gust event celebrating 
Women’s Equality. 
 

Since she is so new to 
the area, Reynolds is interested in learning about 
local area needs and programs. She also is inter-
ested in Foreign Relations topics such as the Great 

Decisions series next spring. Reynolds says that 
she also is willing to help with registering voters. 
Carol has BA, MA, and Ed.D. degrees from the 
University of Colorado. Currently retired, she 
worked for the Denver Public Schools as a teacher, 
junior high school and high school principal, and 
Supervisor of Secondary Personnel, hiring and fir-
ing teachers. 
 

In the past she has been active in a number of pro-
fessional groups, including Phi Delta Kappa and 
Delta Kappa Gamma. However, since relocating 
she is interested in connecting with some new or-
ganizations and getting acquainted with new peo-
ple. She says that she met some very nice people at 
the Women’s Equality Day event in August. 
 

We welcome Carol to LWV. 
 

     Meet A New LWV Member 
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Ready to join other League mem-
bers in organizing a campaign to call 
for more local government support for 
public libraries.? If you are interested in this advocacy 
project, you can make a real difference. 

You will get special training in successful advocacy 
strategies and methods.  

	��"�
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Issue Studies in the League  Texas Water Resources as a Commodity  

The study of governmental issues is 
one of the basic functions of the League of 
Women Voters. Study is undertaken at all 
three levels—national, state, and local—
and leads to both education and advocacy, 
two of the basic missions of the organiza-
tion. The League's process for study has 
acquired a solid reputation for its in-depth 
and unbiased exploration of an issue sub-
mitted to its grassroots membership for 
informed discussion. 

During this exploration, members draw on balanced, 
pro/con materials, develop their own resources, turn to 
technical experts and public officials for information, and 
reach out to the community through public meetings, sur-
veys, and media coverage. This is all part of the study and 
consensus process upon which League position is based. 

Once a position is reached, the League uses its grass-
roots strength to influence the shape of public policy. 
Work is focused on priority issues every year, in order to 
channel the League's citizen power for the greatest effect. 

Study: Federal Role in Public Education  

Delegates at Convention 2010 approved that 
LWVUS members nationwide undertake a 

study of the Federal Role in Public Education. The study 
focuses on the role of the federal government in education 
policymaking, with possible consideration of funding, 
common standards, and/or governance relationships 
among all levels of the government. Study committee 
members will develop study materials and consensus ques-
tions, review and tabulate all of the responses submitted by 
participating Leagues, and based on those, recommend to 
the Board language for the new LWV position. 

Focus: An update of the LWV-Texas Water 
position to consider the 

competition for water in Texas, 
including governmental policy, 
public interest rights, and water 
resource protection concerns. 

Scope: 
· Analyze current state regulations 

that govern the sale or transfer 
of water rights 

· Consider ramifications if Texas 
were to classify water as a commodity rather than a 
natural resource 

· Explore options such as a state-run water marketing 
administration 

· Assess laws that would be needed for interstate or in-
ternational water transfers 

· Assess the best use of our water (i.e., public interest 
concerns, environmental factors, effect on third parties, 
future water requirements) 

 
Study Timeline: 

 

2010-2011: Research by the study committee. Local 
Leagues may hold Regional Water Forums to educate 
members and the public about their area’s water re-
source issues. 

Summer 2011: Facts and Issues published and consen-
sus questions approved by LWV-Texas Board. 

Fall 2011: Local Leagues reach consensus and report to 
LWV-Texas Board. 

Winter 2012: Position statement announced and adopted 
at Convention 2012.  

 

 Study Committee: Mina Johnson 
(Amarillo), Chair,  Miriam Foshay 
(Dallas), Deanna Frisk (Comal 
Area), Karen Haschke (Austin Area), 
Sandra Heatherley (Corpus Christi), 
Tonya Kleuskens (Amarillo), Doro-
thy Knight (Wimberley Valley), 
Amy Thrasher (Tyler), Mary Vogel-
son (Dallas) 
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Tyler area residents will have a chance to 
hear straightforward facts on the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act at 
a public forum the first week in Septem-
ber. Watch the next issue for details. 
 

Throughout the country, people are 
asking questions about how the new law 
will be implemented and 
in what order. Like the 
Social Security Act of 
1935 and the Medicare 

Act of 1965, the new law is imperfect and 
will require revisions and updates. But it 
has codified into law two profound new 
principles for America's health care sys-
tem: 
· All citizens who contribute a reasonable 

share of their income to health care 
should be guaranteed access to a good 
standard of care and should be protected from financial 
catastrophe or loss of health care if their income or 
health status changes. 

· Our private health insurance marketplace must be open 
to and fairly priced for all, and must compete on the 
basis of efficiency, quality, outcomes, and customer 
service, instead of relying on avoiding risk for its prof-
itability.  

 

Already, misinformation about the new law is 
circulating in the media, so it is important for the public to 
have an opportunity to hear a straightforward presentation 
on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  

 

Health care is both a public policy issue and a personal 
issue, and it means different things to each community and 
individual. The impact on consumers will vary, depending 

on age and health status. The size and 
economics of our community also plays a 
role in how changes in health care develop 
under the new law. 
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Health Care Forum Rescheduled 
Because of Demand in Texas 

 

� NOTE: This important presentation on 
the facts of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act, originally set for 
September, was postponed until No-
vember 15 because the demand across 
the state was so great that September 
dates became unavailable. 
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Bernice Cristal 
Selman, a 50-year 
member of LWV-
Tyler, passed away 
July 21, 2010. Born 
May 16, 1916 in San 
Antonio, Cris lived 
in Tyler 60 years 
and had recently 
moved with husband 
Dr. Joe Selman to 
Dallas to be near 
adult children. 

Her community 
service spans six decades and includes 
cultural, educational, medical, and civic 
efforts. Selman served on the Board of 
Trustees of the Carnegie Public Library 
from 1976-1979 and as chair in 1980, 
during the building program for the new 
Tyler Public Library. She served on the 
board of the new Tyler Public Library in 
1980 and 1981 and again from 1994-99.In 
2006, described as a “pillar of Tyler’s 
cultural scene,” Cris joined the fight called 
Save Our Arts Radio (SOAR) to keep radio 
KTPB as a source of broadcasting of  clas-
sical music and public affairs. 

 

In 1998 she was awarded the Smith 
County Medical Alliance’s Heart of Gold 
Award for her support of the medical pro-
fession. In 2008, she was honored as one of 
only 100 Texas “Women of Distinction” as 
AAUW celebrated its 100-year history. 
Also in 2008 she was recognized by 
Women in Tyler among “Women Building 
Legacies” for her political activism and 
civic responsibility. 

 

Cris Selman was LWV-Tyler Presi-
dent from 1963-66 and played a vital role 
in many important League achievements. 
Her legacy will indeed live on in Tyler. 
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The Tyler VOTER 

Come welcome our coun-
try's newest citizens at August's 
naturalization ceremony. It is 
an opportunity to show citi-
zens’ most important responsi-
bility: voting.  

We 
need a vol-
unteer to 
give a ten  
minute talk 
on the im-
portance of 
voting and 
at least 
three vol-
unteers to 
register 
new voters, 
answer questions, and welcome 
new Americans.  

For those people who 
spend decades working toward 

their citizen status, 
the right and re-
sponsibility to 
vote is an em-

powering opportu-
nity and confirms 

their participation in 
government.  

 In the past, the League 
registered some 60 to 70 peo-
ple in one afternoon.  

This is one of the most 
inspirational events in which 
we participate and we urge 
every member to attend at least 
once. Assist with registration 
of new voters and distribution 
of voter information.  

Voters Service News Shirley Hightower, Voters Service VP  

Naturalization Cere-
mony Set for November 
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A wide range of offices 
are represented in the 
League’s October 4 forum 
for the 2010 General Elec-
tion. Races include one fed-
eral office—Representative 
to U. S. Congress, District 1—and two Texas offices—
Texas Commissioner of Agriculture and 
Texas Supreme Court Justice, Place 9. In 
addition, three state representative races 
for district 6, 7, and 11 and two state 
senatorial positions, District 2 and 3, are 
included. 

Of the invited candidates, ___ accepted and will 
be speakers in the forum. Unfortunately for voters, 
candidates for many of the races declined. The result is 
that ___ races have been eliminated from the forum 
altogether.  

____ other races will have only one candidate rep-
resented, and according to League rules for this forum, 
candidates are invited to speak formally only when 
they have at least one opponent also speaking. Candi-

dates attending who do not have opponents at 
the meeting will be introduced to the audi-
ence and can meet and great 
guests. 

All candidates who attend can put 
election literature on a table outside the 
meeting room, but may not distribute ma-
terials inside the forum room. No candidate may be 
represented by an associate speaking on their behalf. 

For more information about federal elections, go 
to vote411.org. For more information about statewide 
elections, go to lwvtexas.org and see the new Voters 
Guide. 

Since the October 4 forum includes candidates for 
statewide races, the League of Women Voters of Texas 
Education Fund joins LWV-Tyler/Smith County as 

Candidate Forum for General 
Election Set for October 4 
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2����. —First Day to Apply for Bal-
lot by Mail 

D	���: —Last Day to Register to Vote 

D	���A:<@, —Early Voting 

D	���@� —Last Day Application for Ballot by Mail 
May Be Received. 

$����@ —Election Day 
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Candidates Invited to  
October 4  Forum 

 
 Commissioner of Agriculture: 
      Todd Staples, Republican 
      Rick Donaldson, Libertarian 
      Hank Gilbert, Democrat 
 

 Justice, Supreme Court, Place 9: 
      Blake Bailey, Democrat 
      Jack Armstrong, Libertarian 
      Eva Guzman, Republican 
 

 U.S. Rep, Dist. 1: 
      Charles F. Parkes, Libertarian 
      Trent E. Gale, Independent 
      Louie Gohmert, Republican 
 

 State Representative, Dist. 6: 
      Jon Fitts, Libertarian 
      Leo Berman, Republican 
 

 State Representative, Dist. 7: 
       Eric M. (Ric) Brandt, Libertarian 
       David Simpson, Republican 
 

 State Representative, Dist. 11: 
       Chuck Hopson, Republican 
       Richard D. Hackney, Democrat 
 

 State Senate, Dist. 2: 
       Kathleen Maria Shaw, Democrat 
       Robert F. Deuell, Republican 
 

 State Senate, Dist. 3: 
       Robert Nichols, Republican 
       David Scott, Libertarian 
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The Tyler VOTER 

Community Relations News Dee Brock Community Relations VP 
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2010 ET Book Fest Features Award-Winning Authors  
Plus Day of Discussions on Writing & Publishing 
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East Texas Book Fest 2010 Schedule of Events 
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[Book exhibits open throughout event.] 
 

�#$�#%�#$� ��&�&� �	����	� � �

· Smith County Judge Joel Baker, 
Honorary Book Fest Chair 

 

�#$� %��$� � ,
�*��(�-�����

· Bob Ray Sanders—Calvin Littlejohn: Portrait of 
a Community in Black and White 

· Brian Floca—Telling Stories Through Pictures 
 

��$�#%��$# ��.�	���
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· The Magic of Writing—Jory Sherman 
· Putting Yourself on the Market-Stephanie Barko 
· Plotting the Mystery Novel—Sylvia Dickey 

Smith 
· Writing for Young Adults— Heather Hepler and 

Jill  Alexander 
 

��$# %�$##�/���
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�$� %��$� �/&�&�,
�*��(�-������

· John Pipkin—Building on the Past  
· Joe Lansdale—East Texas Mojo 
· Marian L. Martinello —The Search for a Chili 

Queen  
 

�$�#%��$ #�.�	���
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· Fabulous Fun with Fantasy—Kimberly Frost 
· Traveling Between Languages: The Art of 

Translation—Rainer Schulte  
· Humanities Detective Work for Creative Writ-

ing—Marian L. Martinello 
· Building Your Platform —Stephanie Barko 
 

�$##%�$##� ,
�*��(�-������
Andrea White - Where Do Ideas Come From?  
Paul Ruffin  - Seeing Texas Through Poetry  
James L. Haley - The Art of Biography and  
    Jack London    
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In This Issue: Election Season Activities Begin—pages 1 and 6 
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September 25, 10am-4pm—UT Ornelas Center 
�����!����"�#���$����%���  

 

  October 4, 7:00 pm—Plyler Instructional Cent. 
Candidate Forum—General Election 

 

Tuesday,  October 5, 6:00 pm 
LWV Board of Directors 

 

November TBA 
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November 15, 6:30 pm—Place TBA   
��� �
*������������)�
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Co-Sponsored with AAUW-Tyler  

 

Tuesday, November 2, 6:00 pm 
LWV Board of Directors �

�

Monday, December 13, 7:00 pm 
Home of Bruce & Kristi Roberts 

����������
���
�

Tuesday, December 7, 6:00 pm LWV Board � ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 				 ����


