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MissionMissionMissionMission    

The League 
of Women 
Voters is a 
nonpartisan 
organization 
that works to 
promote 
political 
responsibility 
through 
informed 
participation 
of all citizens 
in their 
government. 
The League 
does not 
support or 
oppose any 
political party 
or any 
candidate. It 
publishes 
factual 
information 
to help 
prepare 
citizens to 
cast informed 
votes.  

The League 
does take 
action on 
selected 

governmental 

September 2015 

Seven Amendments to Texas Constitution on November Ballot 
Hear the Pros and Cons—Judy Holmes-Gannon, VS Director 

Seven proposed amendments to the 

Texas Constitution will appear on the No-

vember 3 ballot in Texas. If you want to 

learn more about them before casting your 

vote, attend this presentation October 

12th, 7 pm in the Tyler  Public Library audi-

torium.  

Retired US Magistrate Ju-

dith Guthrie will discuss 

the pros and cons of the 

proposed amendments.    

 Guthrie was US magistrate 

judge on the United States 

District Court for the East-

ern District of Texas. 

Learn background information re-

searched by trustees of the LWV-Texas 

Education Fund, and hear pro and con ar-

guments about each proposition. Ques-

tions from the audience are welcomed. 

Two of the amendments relate to 

taxes, and one provides that some sales 

tax funds be restricted to transportation. 

Another relates to gambling, one to hunt-

ing wildlife, and another to the require-

ment that state executive officials reside 

in Austin. 

 

Amending the U. S. Constitution—Study Topic 
At the 2015 LWVUS Conven-

tion in Dallas delegates recom-

mended a study of the procedures 

for amending the U. S. Constitu-

tion. The authority to amend 

the Constitution of the United 

States is derived from Article V of 

the Constitution. (See wording 

page 6.) 

On Monday, September 28, at 

7:00 pm in the Genecov Room in 

the Tyler Area Chamber of Com-

merce building, 

LWV-TSC invites 

you and your 

guests to join a 

discussion meet-

ing about this is-

sue. The presenter 

will be Dr. Eric 

Lopez, Assistant Professor of Po-

litical  Science at UT Tyler.  

Lopez is new to the depart-

ment and is recommended as the 

top expert about the US Constitu-

tion in our area. He teaches Con-

stitutional Law, as well as Judicial 

Systems and Processes, and Intro-

ductory Texas Politics.  

Lopez will provide an overview 

of the issue, including his opinions 

based his own research, as well as 

the background readings provided 

by the LWVUS Study Committee, 

about the efficacy of the current 

procedures. He also will engage 

the attendees in a Q and A about 

the processes. 

One month later, on Monday, 

October 26, at 7:00 pm, in the Ge-

necov Room, LWV-TSC will con-

duct a consensus meeting on 

amending the U.S. Constitution to 

determine member agreement on 

the process. 

 Once we have sent in the re-

sults of our consensus meeting, 

our views will be considered along 

with all the consensus reports 

from Leagues across the nation. 

From these reports, LWVUS will 

set forth the new positions on 

amending the U.S. Constitution or 

report that no consensus was 

reached. 

LWVUS study committee has 

posted its facts and issues papers 

on the national LWV website 

lwv.org. To get the most from this 

study, local members are urged to 

check out these documents. 

 

Monday September 28, 7 pm 

Amending the  

U.S. Constitution-Discussion 

Dr. Eriz Lopez 
 

Monday October 26, 7 pm 

Member Consensus  

Genecov Room 

Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce 

315 North Broadway Ave. 

See Election Calendar 
page 10 

 

See page 9 of this VOTER for a list of ballot language for 
the proposed amendments to the Texas Constitution. 

See page 6 for more detailed information on what members are 

called on to consider and a link to background reading . 

Monday 

October 12 
7 pm 

Tyler Public Library 

201 South College 
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President’s Podium: A New Year Begins 
I always think of September as being the start 

of a new year, and over the summer your board 

has been busy planning lots of activities for the 

coming year.  

We just had our Women's Equality Day event 

on August 26 and VP-Community Relations, Kristi 

Roberts did a great job planning the event at the 

beautiful Rogers Nursing & Health Sciences Center 

on the Tyler Junior College campus.  We celebrated 

the 95th Anniversary of the passage of the 19th 

Amendment that gave women the right to vote.  

We also gave the Making Democracy Work 

Award to Smith County Elections Administrator, 

Karen Nelson for her work in establishing the Coun-

tywide Voting Centers. In the coming elections resi-

dents of Smith County will be able to vote at any 

polling place in the county regardless of their ad-

dress. This will make voting much more convenient 

for everyone. 

National Voter Registration Day is coming up 

on Tuesday, September 22 and VP-Voters Service 

Toni Ferrell is looking for volunteers to help register 

voters at locations in Tyler and 

the county on that day. We 

hope that many of you will be 

able to help.  

On October 12 we will be 

holding a public forum to talk about the proposed 

amendments to the Texas Constitution at the Tyler 

Library and we know that you will want to attend.  

This fall we also are taking part in two studies: 

a nation-wide LWVUS study on Amending the US 

Constitution and from LWV-TX a statewide study 

on payday lenders. So you can see we're going to 

have a very busy fall. 

I hope each and every one of our members will 

try to get involved in the League's activities. If each 

of you pick out just one thing you'd like to do, our 

League will be a force in bettering the community 

in Tyler and Smith County. 

Thanks to those who responded to the fund-

raising appeal. It’s still not to late to give. 

 Andie RathboneAndie RathboneAndie RathboneAndie Rathbone    PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident 

 

LWV-Tyler 
Diversity  
Policy 

 

The League of 
Women Voters of  
Tyler/Smith 

County, in both its 
values and 
practices, affirms 
its belief and 
commitment to 
diversity and 
pluralism, which 
means that there 
shall be no barriers 
to participation in 
any activity of the 
LWV-Tyler on the 
basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, 
national origin, or 
disability. 

 

The LWV-Tyler/
Smith County 
recognizes that 
diverse 
perspectives are 
important and 
necessary for 
responsible and 
representative 
decision making. 
LWV-Tyler/Smith 
Countysub-
scribes to the 
belief that 
diversity and 
pluralism are 
fundamental to 
the values it 
upholds and that 
this inclusiveness 
enhances the 
organization's 
ability to respond 
more effectively 
to changing 
conditions and 

needs. 
 

LWV-Tyler/Smith 
County affirms its 
commitment to 
reflecting the 
diversity of 
Americans in its 
board and 

TSC Sees 

recognized 
by LWVUS 

LWV-TSC Board Establishes Goals for 2015-2016 

During the annual 

Board Orientation in 

August your board 

established 

goals for LWV-TSC for the 2015-16 year. We 

feel that the following goals are attainable 

and will help the League to increase both its 

visibility and effectiveness in the community. 
 

Retain existing members and increase net 

membership by 10% 

• Recruit on College campuses 

• Collaborate with other civic organizations 

• Ask people to join at all public events 

• Increase member participation in local league 

events/projects 

Increase Voter Registration by 20% 

• Naturalization Ceremonies 

• National Voter Registration Day 

• College Campuses 

• Other public events 

 

Increase fund raising in order to do 

more work in the community. 

• Recruit for help in grant writing 

• Look for local opportunities 

 

Increase visibility in the community 

• Be proactive with news media outlets 

• Reinvigorate the Speakers Bureau 

We hope that all of our 

members will help us 

in reaching our goals 

for the coming year 

and make LWV-TSC a 

stronger and more 

vibrant organization. 

OFFICERS 

President (2015-17) Andie Rathbone 

Voters Service VP (2015-2016) Toni Ferrell 

Program VP (2014-2016) Dee Brock 

Community Relations VP (2015-17) Kristi Roberts 

Organization VP (2014-2016) Karena Love 

Secretary (2015-2017) Mary Vernau 

Treasurer (2014-2016)  Scherel Carver 

DIRECTORS 

Yolanda Prince (2015-2017)  

Ebony Fowler (2015-2017)  

Marjorie Walle (2015-2017)  

Judy Holmes-Gannon (2015-2016) 

Elaine Wells (2015-2016) 

2015-2016 Board of Directors 
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Organization News: —Karena Love, Organization VP 

Member Dues Reminder—Fall  2015 

August 

Gerry & Polly Kuklewicz 

Dana Morrison 
 

October 

Melissa DeCarlo 

Mary Decker 

Ebony Fowler 

Delila Gonzales 

Betty Groepper 
 

 

December 

Liza Ely 

Judy Holmes-Gannon 

Gilbert & Mary Claire Rowe 

Linda & Paul Sharp 

Overdue 

Roy Stanley 

Charlotte Clark 

Good Bye 

Janice Caldwell 

Mary Elizabeth Jackson 

Thanks for your prompt response 

Mail to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711 

Send check 

to: 

P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271    

Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711    

$70 IndividualIndividualIndividualIndividual    

$105 Two in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same Household    

$25 StudentStudentStudentStudent    

The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to 
safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join LWV, 
where leaders are actively engaged in effecting change at the 

local, state, and national levels.  

To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:    

Mary Lu French to Review FY 
2015 Treasurer’s Books  

This month League mem-

ber Mary Lu French will 

conduct a review of the 

2014-15 treasurer’s ac-

counting, as required by 

LWV-TSC Bylaws. 

French has a background 

in insurance and business. 

We value her expertise in 

providing this service to the organization. 

Membership News—Yolanda Prince, Membership Chair 

Member 
Hand-
books 
Ready 
The 2015-16 

member handbook—which 

includes a directory of cur-

rent members,  LWV-TSC  

bylaws, board policy, and a 

list of planned events— was 

distributed at the Women’s 

Equality event. 

If you did not attend, 

you should receive one by 

mail. If you do not receive 

yours, contact Yolanda 

Membership Chair Y. Prince: 

princeyr1@yahoo.com 

Add these new and returning 

members to your member 

handbook: 
 

Connie Barnes 

2051 W. Cumberland Rd Apt 404 

Tyler TX 75703 

214-228-6564 (c) 903-262-1213 (w) 

Connie.barnes@me.com 
 

Bonnie Hardaway 

152 Sonora Lane  

Holly Lake Ranch TX 75765 

769-9870 (h) 521-4381 (c) 

bonnielass70@etex.net 
 

Samantha Roberts Jewel 

2501 Parkway Place, Tyler 75701 

No-Agenda Lunch 
Set for October 21  
You know that you missed 

it! Join your LWV friends for good food and 

good conversation at the first No-Agenda lunch 

of the year,  on 

Wednesday, Octo-

ber 21 at Dakota’s 

Prime Steak Chop 

House at their new 

location on 4803  

Old Bullard Road, 

with Villaggio’s, part of La Piazza Center.  

No need to RSVP 

Wednesday, Oct. 21 

11:30 am 

Fund 
Appeals 
Bring $650 
Thanks to members and 
several supporters, fall 
solicitations have raised some 
$650 so far.  Thanks to our 
donors listed below: 

Daye Collins 
Scherel Carver 

Judy Holmes-Gannon 
David Hudson 

Sunshine Knowles 
Andie Rathbone 

Kristi & Bruce Roberts 
Regina Roosth 
Margie Victor 
Elaine Wells 

Karen Wilkerson & Jolie Smith 

Samantha Jewel has been married to Taylor Jewell 

since 2011. They have two daughters, Bethany and 

Hazel. Jewel says that growing up watching her mom 

Kristi Roberts be very active in the LWV she knew 

that one day she would want to join. Samantha loves 

to travel and spend time with her family. She looks 

forward to being more involved with the LWV. 
 

Bonnie Hardaway returns to the League. Har-

daway has lived in East Texas some 15 years. She 

has an MA in journalism from University of North 

Texas. Her 37-year teaching career in grades 6-12 

included districts in Houston, Dallas, California, 

New Mexico and in Bermuda with DOD.  Since 

retiring she has worked as a vet tech in an animal clinic, a free 

lance writer, and substitute teacher. Her volunteer stints include 

working with the education department at Caldwell Zoo and serv-

ing on the advisory committee of the Great Decisions program.   

Meet Our Newest Members 
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On July 18, Andie 

Rathbone, Toni 

Ferrell, and Karena 

Love went to Irving, 

Texas for the LWV-TX 

Regional Training.  

Along with members 

of the Leagues from 

Dallas, Denton, 

Richardson, and 

Plano, they were 

briefed on the 

League's efforts dur-

ing the last session of 

the Texas legislature, 

as well as plans for 

engaging voters, in-

creasing membership, 

and the current state-

wide study on Payday 

Lenders. 

The Facts & Issues paper on the Payday Lender study 

will be sent to all legislators to enlighten them on the ex-

tent of lending in Texas and the effects on consumers and 

the Texas economy. If members statewide reach consen-

sus on public policy in regard to payday lending, there is 

the prospect in the 2017 Legislative Session of enacting 

new legislation to protect consumers. 

LWV-TSC is much smaller than 

the Leagues in the D-FW 

Metroplex, but we can be proud 

that we are one of the most active 

Leagues in the state and have reg-

istered more voters than even the 

big city Leagues.   Plus it is always 

good to meet other League mem-

bers and to exchange ideas. 

These training sessions are held in years alternating 

with years when a state convention is held and are open to 

all members.  We'd encourage interested members to at-

tend the next time one is scheduled. 

Check out the LWV-TSC facebook Page 
102 people have liked the LWV-TSC Facebook page.  If 

you are on Facebook,  please like our page : League of 

Women Voters - Tyler/Smith County and recommend it 

to your Facebook friends. We post information on our 

local events, plus other news about the community in 

Tyler and Smith County, as well as news 

from LWVUS and LWV-Texas. 

This is an easy way to get League news 

for both yourself and for other interested 

people in Tyler and Smith County. 

Organization VP Karena Love and 

President Andie Rathbone at Re-

gional training workshop in Irving 

We can be proud 

that we are one of 

the most active 

Leagues in the state 

and have registered 

more voters than 

even the big city 

Leagues 

LWV-TSC Leaders Attend Regional Workshop 

Holiday Party Set for December 18 
Mark your calendar for Friday December 

18th for the annual LWV holiday party at 

the home of Kristi and Bruce Roberts, 

6701 Gleneagles. 

 

� Bring a friendBring a friendBring a friendBring a friend    
� Bring a tasty treat or Bring a tasty treat or Bring a tasty treat or Bring a tasty treat or 
drinkdrinkdrinkdrink    

    Or just Or just Or just Or just     
� Be there!Be there!Be there!Be there!    
RSVP to RSVP to RSVP to RSVP to kribru@aol.com 

HOLIDAY 

PARTY 
Friday,  

December 18, 7 pm 

Home of Kristi & 

Bruce Roberts 

6701 Gleneagles 

MEMBERS: 
Members always are welcome to attend 

meetings of the LWV Board of Directors. Dur-

ing 2015-16 meetings are the 2nd Tuesdays at 

5:30 pm at 

Roberts & Roberts Attorneys 

118 West 4th  

Andie 

Rathbone and 

Elaine Wells 

were only two 

of the eight 

LWV Board 

Members 

volunteering 

at the 2015 ET 

Book Fest 
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League Display Featured at Tyler Public Library in September 
Stop by the Tyler Public 

Library and go to the 

send floor to see the 

League of Women Voters 

on display! 

The exhibit covers the  

fight for woman suffrage, 

the League’s founding in 

1920, on to the 95th 

anniversary this year. It 

focuses on both efforts 

to inform and involve 

voters, and advocacy in 

the public interest. 

Community Relations—Kristi Roberts, Community Relations VP 

Women’s Equality Event Kicks Off League Year 

 

Important: Members— If you are in charge of a League activity that you 

want to promote in the media and on community calendars, send the item to 

LWV-TSC Publicity Chair Marjorie Walle. Give full information on Who, 

Where, When, and How so that your event gets complete coverage and the 

public has all the facts. 

Send information by email to: Marjorie.walle@yahoo.com 

You can phone Walle at 217-414-4431  

The LWV of Tyler/Smith County 

hosted our annual Women’s 

Equality Day celebration to recog-

nize the 95
th

 year since women 

gained the right to vote. The event 

was held Wednesday, August 26. 

Tyler Junior College graciously donated 

the use of the Southside Bank classroom 

at Rogers Nursing Center for the event. 

Our host, Paul Monaghan, Dean of 

Nursing, was on hand to take us on a 

tour of this wonderful facility. This new 

facility is an amazing testament to our 

educational opportunities here in Tyler. 

Reflecting on the progress made since 

1920 with the passing of the 19
th

 Amend-

ment then touring the health education 

options here at the school, brings to light 

the many changes and choices available 

to both men and women. 

Our evening was catered by Aramark 

through TJC and if you weren’t there, 

you missed some great food. We opened 

the event with a video presentation of 

Lady Gaga’s “Bad Romance.” This video 

tells the story of the suffrage movement 

and the last minute battle to pass the 

19
th

 Amendment. The votes came down 

to one state to provide the 2/3 vote to 

approve ratifying the amendment and 

Tennessee narrowly approved. You can 

catch the video at: www.youtube.com/

watch?v=IYQhRCs9IHM 

Thanks to Tyler Mayor Martin 

Heines, who presented and read the City 

Proclamation declaring Wednesday, Au-

gust 26 at Women’s Equality Day in Ty-

ler. Toni Farrell, on behalf of Smith 

County, read the County Proclamation 

for Smith County.  

Tyler/Smith County League Presi-

dent, Andie Rathbone welcomed all our 

guests and presented our Democracy in 

Action Award to Karen Nelson. Although 

Nelson was unable to attend the festivi-

ties due to a previously planned vacation 

to Belize, LWV President Rathbone pre-

sented the award to Mrs. Nelson, at the 

regular meeting of the Smith County 

Commissioner’s Court.  

Mrs. Nelson, Smith 

County Elections Admin-

istrator, was instrumental in making 

changes to the local voting office. She 

researched to 

efficiency and 

effectiveness 

of county-wide 

polling places 

and urged the 

County Com-

missioners to 

adopt the pro-

cedures that 

allow regis-

tered voters to 

vote at any 

polling location. We hope this new ap-

proach to voting access will increase 

turnouts at the polls. Thanks, Karen Nel-

son, for helping to Make Democracy 

Work! 

Mark your calendars now for next 

August! We hope this event will continue 

to grow. 

See how the League Makes Democracy Work! 

Elections Administrator 

Karen Nelson Given the LWV 

Making Democracy Work 
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 Public Policy & Program News — Dee Brock, Program VP 

   Points Members Must Consider 

The Constitution provides that an 

amendment may be proposed either by 

the Congress—with a two-thirds major-

ity vote in both the House of Represen-

tatives and the Senate—or by a constitu-

tional convention called for by two-

thirds of the State legislatures.  

The Congress proposes an amend-

ment in the form of a joint resolution. 

Since the President does not have a con-

stitutional role in the amendment proc-

ess, the joint resolution does not go to 

the White House for signature or ap-

proval.  

The Office of the Federal Register 

than adds legislative history notes to the 

joint resolution and publishes it in slip 

law format. OFR also assembles an infor-

mation package for the States that in-

cludes the statutory procedure for ratifi-

cation under 1 U.S.C. 106b.  

The LWVUS constitutional amend-

ment study committee has developed a 

short list of suggested reading material 

intended to help League members get 

started in learning about the complex 

topic of amending the constitution 

through a constitutional convention.  

What Members Will Consider 

• Members will consider the criteria 

that demands a constitutional amend-

ment versus a legislative or political 

approach.  

• They also will deliberate what condi-

tions would call for an Article V Consti-

tutional Convention initiated by the 

states.  

• They will discuss whether the vote 

should be based on population or one 

state/one vote and whether state 

delegates should be elected or ap-

pointed.  

• They will consider whether the con-

vention must be limited to a specific 

topic and whether convention voting 

should be by state or by delegate. 

• Finally, members must consider 

whether the League will support a 

constitutional amendment that agrees 

with a League position and/or 

whether they 

agree with the 

process for 

adopting that 

amendment. 

The Constitution of the United 
States—Article V 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of 

both houses shall deem it necessary, shall 

propose amendments to this Constitu-

tion, or, on the application of the legisla-

tures of two thirds of the several states, 

shall call a convention for proposing 

amendments, which, in either case, shall 

be valid to all intents and purposes, as 

part of this Constitution, when ratified by 

the legislatures of three fourths of the 

several states, or by conventions in three 

fourths thereof, as the one or the other 

mode of ratification may be proposed by 

the Congress; provided that no amend-

ment which may be made prior to the 

year one thousand eight hundred and 

eight shall in any manner affect the first 

and fourth clauses in the ninth section of 

the first article; and that no state, without 

its consent, shall be deprived of its equal 

suffrage in the Senate. 

At the 2015 LWVUS Convention in 

Dallas delegates recommended a study 

of the procedures for amending the U. 

S. Constitution. The authority to amend 

the Constitution of the United States is 

derived from Article V of the Constitu-

tion. (see wording below) 

The Constitution provides that an 

amendment may be proposed either 

by the Congress—with a two-thirds 

majority vote in both the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senate—or by a 

constitutional convention called for by 

two-thirds of the State legislatures.  

Except for repeal of Prohibition, 

none of the 27 amendments to the 

Constitution has been proposed by 

constitutional convention.  

This nation-wide member study 

will attempt to reach member agree-

ment on the criteria that call for an 

amendment and the two procedures 

allowed to make changes in our basic 

governmental document. 

How We Amend the U.S. Constitution  

Dee Brock, Program VP 

Find additional readings at http://forum.lwv.org/sites/default/files/readingson_amending_the_constitution_by_convention.pdf 
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7th East Texas Book Fest Takes Giant Leap 

The East Texas 

Book Fest 2015 lived up to its public-

ity. It really was bigger and better 

than ever. Filling Harvey Convention 

Center with some 500 attendees—

young and old—who wanted in on 

the two days of exciting programs 

celebrating libraries and literacy. 
 

More than 100 exciting authors and 

experts presented a wealth of oppor-

tunities for attendees to learn more 

about best practices in enhancing 

literacy and how to write and publish 

books. Best of all, attendees had the 

chance to talk with favorite authors 

and with new authors soon to be-

come favorites. 
 

Among the outstanding programs on 

Day 1 were the following: 

• Dr. Ray Reutzel, Dean of the 

School of Education at the Univer-

sity of Wyoming, who convinced 

all those who heard him that writ-

ing cursive script is a big advantage 

to learners and to readers 

• Dr. Rene Saldana, Professor of 

Creative Writing at Texas Texch 

University, who revealed how to 

teach and how to write creatively 

in both Spanish and English 

• Susan Doty, Director of Center for 

Economic Education at UT Tyler 

who demonstrated how to teach 

financial literacy through children's 

books 

• Chris Rogers, writer, publisher, 

and coach, who led writers 

through the process of writing a 

book from the idea to publishing 
 

Day 2 filled the largest exhibit hall in 

Harvey Convention Center. the 100 

plus authors wrote for all ages in 

many genres. They were all eager to 

talk with the attendees and to sell 

and sign their books. Ten of these 

authors pre-

sented break-out 

sessions about 

their work.  

 

Among the stand-outs were the fol-

lowing: 

• Cynthia Leitich Smith and Don 

Tate, best-selling writers for chil-

dren, who often collaborate on 

their work, talked about their craft 

and how they develop their books 

• Tracey Dahlby, currently a profes-

sor of jounalism at UT Austin, was 

a renowned foreign correspondent 

for such publications as National 

Geographic and Newsweek maga-

zine. His latest book is taken from 

his notebooks about his three dec-

ades of work in Asia, Indonesia, 

Japan. 

• Carlos K. Blanton, professor of 

history at Texas A & M talked 

about his biography of George I. 

Sanchez, a mid 20th century edu-

cator and activist for Latinos in 

Texas 

• Chris Tomlinson writes about 

families and place in Tomlinson 

Hill, a book about two families - 

one white and one black—who 

lived on Tomlinson Hill. In his work 

and talk he asks the pertinent 

question—"Are We Equal Yet?" 
 

While still basking in the job well 

done, the Steering Committee is al-

ready making plans for the 2016, 

which they all intend to be the best 

ever. 
 

All roads lead to the East Texas Book 

Fest because notices about it ap-

peared on some 30 event web sites, 

blogs, and community calendars and 

appeared in about 15 newspapers 

and on the news at more than ten 

television stations, some outside 

Texas.  

ET BOOK FEST 

November 
Statewide 

Study on 

Texas Payday & Title Loans  
Delegates to the LWV-Texas 2014 Conven-

tion adopted a statewide study of Payday and 

Title Loans in Texas. In recent years several or-

ganizations have advocated to the Texas Legisla-

ture for new regulations to protect hard-working 

families from getting trapped in a revolving door 

of debt brought on by payday and auto-title 

loans. 

Though the speakers for 

the public meeting are not 

yet finalized, we can an-

nounce the date and time. 

Please mark your calendar 

for 7:00 pm on Monday, 

November 16. Watch your 

email for the names of the speakers 

The Facts and Issues publication, available on 

the LWV-Texas website at lwvtexas.org, de-

scribes the current demand for loans in Texas 

and the economic impact of these loans on com-

munities. It enumerates how many companies 

and sites are operating in Texas, and also dis-

closes typical interest rates charged and the 

usual length of time that it takes to pay loans. 

It compares loan products and regulations in 

Texas to those in other states and explains 

which Texas organizations or agencies regulate 

the practices of these lenders. It also asks what 

the impact would be on consumers of payday 

and title loans in Texas if such loans were re-

stricted or banned and suggests avenues for re-

forms. 

In order to meet our 

reporting deadline for con-

sensus on this topic, we 

have scheduled the consen-

sus meeting for November 

23, 7 pm just one week af-

ter our informative discus-

sion. This meeting will take 

place in the Genecov Room. 
 

 

Payday and auto-title loans are wide-

spread in Texas, and it is an issue that all 

League members need to understand so we 

can act with one voice as we advocate on 

state laws pertaining to this issue. 

Discussion on Pay-

day & Title Loans 

Monday,  

November 16, 7 pm 

Tyler Public Library 

201 S. College 

Member  

Consensus: Payday 

& Title Loans 

Monday,  

November 23,  

7 pm 

Genecov Room 

Tyler Area Chamber of 
Commerce 

315 North Broadway 
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Observer Corps  
Members Needed 

The Observer Corp is a tradi-

tion in LWV history. Unfortu-

nately, recently LWV-TSC has had 

a poor record of observing our 

local governmental meetings. You 

can help us improve by volunteer-

ing to observe meetings of the 

Tyler City Council, the Smith 

County Commissioners Court, the 

Board of Trustees for the Tyler 

Independent School District, or 

the Trustees of the Tyler Junior 

College. You also may choose to 

observe another school board or 

city council in Smith County. 

This job is easier than it 

sounds. You must agree to ob-

serve the meetings, wearing your 

LWV pin so these entities know 

that we are concerned about 

what goes on in our community. 

You do not have to write a report, 

nor deliver a report, unless you 

observe something that seems 

that the LWV-TSC Board should 

know.  

You can work as a team if you 

desire—that is, two or more 

members can agree to observe 

the same meetings if you would 

be more comfortable with a 

buddy on site or you just want to 

observe fewer meetings. Let me 

know your interest, and we can 

work something out. 

Please volunteer. You will 

undoubtedly learn something and 

you will be doing something im-

portant for our community and 

your League. Please respond to 

Dee Brock, VP Program  

deebrock@faqspress.com 

 

Please mark your calendars for the first LWV-TSC program dis-

cussion meeting of 2017. The topic is Money in Politics, a perti-

nent topic across the country. The meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, January 11, 7 pm, location to be announced in Janu-

ary newsletter.  

The consensus meeting for this 

study will take place on January 

25. Please mark your calendar 

for this important meeting, 

too. 
 

The following paragraph de-

scribes the purpose of this re-

study of LWV positions on this 

topic. You can find a great deal more information in the LWVUS 

website.  And there will be additional information in the Janu-

ary newsletter. 

The Money in Politics Committee will conduct an update 
of the League’s position on campaign finance for the pur-
pose of addressing the lack of member understanding and 
agreement as to whether financing a political campaign is 
protected speech under the First Amendment.  

 

The Campaign Finance position will be updated through a 
study and consensus process to consider:  

(1) the rights of individuals and organizations, under the 
First Amendment, to express their political views 
through independent expenditures and the finance of 
election campaign activities; and  

(2) how those rights, if any, should be protected and rec-
onciled with the interests set out in the current posi-
tion.  

League to Update Stance on Money in Politics  

Keeping the Grassroots Green—
Input on State & Local Public Policy 

 

As a grassroots organization, it is important to con-

stantly keep attuned to what is important to the citi-

zenry and local, state, and the governmental entities to 

improve their lives. LWV-TSC invites all of its members 

and their guests to discuss the state and local issues 

they believe we need to pay attention to this year and 

the next.  

Please  join us for lunch and the Keeping the Grass 

Roots Green discussion at the Dakota Restaurant at 

11:30 am, on December 7.   

Please RSVP to Dee Brock so that we can have the room set up for the right 

number of people. You  will have to pay for your own lunch, but the meeting 

promises free insights into what your fellow Leaguers think  our organization 

needs to investigate and/or do. You can make this meeting fun and meaningful. 

Keep the Grass 

Roots Green 
Monday 

December 7 
11:30 am 

Dakota’s 

4803 Old Bullard Rd.  

La Piazza Center 
RSVP  

deebrock@faqspress.com 

Money in 

Politics 

Discussion 
January  11 

7 pm 

Place TBA 

LWV Observer 

Corps: 

“Watchdogs in 

High Heels” 

Money in 

Politics 

Consensus 
January  25 

7 pm 
Genecov Room 
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Voters Service News—Toni Ferrell Voters Service VP 

Calendar for November 3, 2015 

Election on Amendments:  
 

Oct. 5—Last Day to Register to Vote 

Oct. 19-30—Early Voting 

Oct.  23—Last Day to Apply for Ballot 

by Mail 

Oct. 23—Last Day Ballot by Mail May Be  

  Received (not postmarked) 

Seven Proposed Amendments on November Ballot 

Toni Ferrell 

Seven statewide ballot measures have 

been officially certified for the November 

3, 2015 statewide ballot in Texas. 

In Texas, the dozen or so ballot proposi-

tions that typically do get certified for the 

November ballot in odd years by 

the Texas State Legislature don't receive 

their final affirmative vote for ballot 

status until near the very end of the state 

legislature's session. In 2015, the final 

day of the state legislative session was 

June 1. 

All statewide Texas ballot propositions 

are legislatively-referred constitutional 

amendments. They are referred to the 

ballot by the Texas State Legislature and, 

if approved by voters, become a part of 

the Texas State Constitution. Texas is one 

of 16 states that requires a two-thirds 

supermajority vote in one session to 

place a proposed amendment on the bal-

lot. That amounts to a minimum of 100 

votes in the Texas House of Representa-

tives and 21 votes in the Texas State Sen-

ate. 

The current Texas State Constitution took 

effect in 1876; it is the seventh constitu-

tion in the state's history and the fifth 

constitution since Texas achieved state-

hood.  

Since 1989, an average 

of 16 measures have 

appeared during odd-

numbered years on the 

ballot in Texas. 

Texas voters are historically kind to their 

statewide ballot propositions and more 

so in recent years: close to 90 percent of 

the over 200 ballot propositions they've 

weighed in on since 1989 have been ap-

proved. Overall, from 1876 through No-

vember 2014, 663 have gone before 

Texas voters and 484 of those proposed 

amendments have been approved by 

voters and added to the constitution; this 

is an overall 73 percent approval rate. 

Proposi-

tion No. 
Topic Ballot Wording 

1 Taxes Changes the homestead exemption amount for school 

district property taxes from $15,000 to $25,000  

2 Taxes Exempts property from taxation for surviving spouses of 

totally disabled veterans  

3 State  

Executive 

Repeals the requirement that certain executive officials 

reside in the state capital, Austin, while in office  

4 Gambling Allows professional sports team charitable foundations 

to conduct charitable raffles  

5 Transporta-

tion 

Authorizes counties with 7,500 people or less to perform 

private road construction and maintenance  

6 Hunt & Fish Provides for a right to hunt, fish and harvest wildlife  

7 Government 

Finances 

Allocates a portion of sales and use tax revenue to the 

state highway fund through 2032  

Voters Guide on Proposed 
Amendments Ready in 
Early October 

The LWV-Texas Education Fund’s 

Voters Guide with pros and cons on the 

proposed amendments should be avail-

able early in October. There will be brief 

background information and both pro 

and con arguments on each proposition. 

The Guide is available both in  Eng-

lish and Spanish. If you know of a loca-

tion that might be interested in distrib-

uting them, please contact VS VP Toni 

Ferrell:     tonief4@gmail.com 

League members 

Elaine Wells, Toni 

Ferrell, and Dee 

Brock braved the 

throng of 5,000 

persons to register 

voters at this 

year’s “School Is 

Cool” event at 

Harvey Hall on 

September 13 
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National Voter Registration Day September 22 

LWV-TSC joins other groups nation-

wide in this campaign to register voters. 

It purposely is scheduled about two 

weeks before the October 5 deadline in 

Texas in order to urge potential voters 

to be ready to cast their votes. 

We need more League members to 

step forward to help with on-site par-

ticipation.  

Also needed 

are your sug-

gestions for 

places to put 

the colorful 

posters adver-

tising registra-

tion or what ID 

is needed at 

the polling 

place. Perhaps you could place a poster 

in your break room at work. Do you be-

long to a social club or church group 

that would participate? We have post-

ers, stickers, and voter registration 

cards in English and Spanish.  

Please say “YES!” 

Contact Voter Service VP Toni Ferrell 

Last year LWV-TSC members 

registered more than 100 people 

on National Voter Registration 

Day, giving access to potential 

voters in some ten locations 

across the county. 

In order to accomplish this 

feat, there were more than 15 

members in-

volved in the 

campaign. 

Unless we have 

volunteers, 

there will be no 

point in arrang-

ing for permis-

sion to offer this 

service to area citizens. 

We know that in Texas about 

74 % of the voting age population 

was registered. But only 33 % 

turned out to vote on election 

day in 2014.  

However, in 2013, for the last 

ballot  

propositions 

on Constitu-

tional amend-

ments, some 70 % 

of voting age were registered, 

but only 6 % turned out to vote 

on proposed constitutional 

amendments.  

In order to Make Democ-

racy Work, the League of 

Women Voters has a 

tough job ahead. And the 

members who believe 

that this is important  

should be available at 

least this one day of the 

year to have a part in making a 

difference. 

If you can spare 2-3 hours on 

Tuesday, September 22, please 

contact VS VP Toni Ferrell and say 

that you want to help! 

tonief4@gmail.com 

VOTER ID STILL NEEDED AT POLLS 
 

Here is a list of the acceptable forms of photo ID: 

• Texas driver license issued by the Texas Depart-

ment of Public Safety (DPS) 

• Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by 

DPS 

• Texas personal identification card issued by DPS 

• Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS 

• United States military identification card contain-

ing the person’s photograph 

• United States citizenship certificate containing the 

person’s photograph United States passport 

 

With the exception of the U.S. citizenship certificate, the identification must 

be current or have expired no more than 60 days before being presented. 

Unless we have 

volunteers, there will 

be no point in 

arranging for 

permission to offer this 

service to area citizens. 

National Voter Registration Day 2014— 

LWV-TSC Members Lou Anne Smoot and 

Rubye Kendrick register voters 

Bad politicians are elected by good people who don't vote. 
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����Revised Calendar—Two New Nationwide Studies Added���� 

September  8 

October 13 

November 10 

December 8 

January 12 

February  9 

March 8 

April 12 

May 10 

LWV-TSC Board Meetings 
Roberts & Roberts, 5:30 pm 

Members Always Welcome 

Election Dates 

September 15 1st Day to File 

for Primary 

October 19 Early Voting 

Begins 

October 6 Last Day to 

Register to Vote 

October 30 Early Voting 

Ends 

November 3 Election on 

Proposed 

Amendments 

December 14 Deadline to file 

for Primary 

February 16 Early Voting 

Begins 

February 26 Early Voting 

Ends 

March 1 Primary Election 

May 14* Local Elections 

*pending  

  September   

28 7 pm Discussion on Amending the  

US Constitution 

Tyler Chamber of Commerce  

Genecov Room 

  October   

12 7 pm Pros & Cons on Proposed Amend-

ments to the Texas Constitution 

 

Tyler Public Library 

Auditorium 

21 11:30 No-Agenda Lunch Dakota’s, 4803 Old Bullard Rd. 

 26 7 pm Member Consensus-Amending the US 

Constitution 

Tyler Chamber of Commerce  

Genecov Room 

  November   

23 7 pm Member Consensus-Payday Loans  Tyler Chamber of Commerce  

  December   

7 11:30 State Program Issues Dakota’s—4803 Old Bullard Rd. 

18 7 pm LWV Holiday Party Kristi & Bruce Roberts home 

6701 Gleneagles 

  January 2016  

 12 
noon 

Great Decisions -Topics TBA 

Wednesdays, Jan. 13 – March 2 

Tyler Public Library 

  February  

 8 7 pm Forum—Primary Candidates Tyler Public Library 

17 1 pm Lunch with Great Decisions Speaker TBA 

  March  

10  LWV-Texas Convention  

16 5:30 Happy Hour Place TBA 

 28 7 pm National Program Issues Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

  April   

11 7 pm Forum for Local Candidates Tyler Public Library 

20 5:30 Happy Hour Place TBA 

 25 7 pm Program—Member Discussion Tyler Chamber of Commerce  

  May  

 14 11 am LWV-TSC Annual Meeting Place TBA 

16 7 pm Discussion—Payday & Title Loans in 

Texas 

Tyler Public Library 

11 7 pm Discussion—Money in Politics TBA 

25 7 pm Member Consensus—Money in Politics Tyler Chamber of Commerce 

 

Watch the LWV-Tyler/Smith County web site 

for updates on elections, public policy studies, 

and ways that you can be a grass-roots advocate. 

� 
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Upcoming Events. Please Join Us!Please Join Us!Please Join Us!Please Join Us! 

October 26—Consensus on Amending Constitution 

Genecov Room—315 North Broadway 
 

Wednesday, October 22, 11:30—No-Agenda Lunch 

Dakota’s Steak & Chop House 

Monday November 23—Consensus on Payday Loans 
Genecov Room—315 North Broadway 

 

Monday, December 7, 11:30—Keep the Grass Roots 
Green: Member Input on State Public Policy Issues 

Dakota’s Steak & Chop House 
 

Friday, December 18, 7 pm 

Holiday Party—RSVP to kribru@aol.com 

Members are welcome to attend meetings of the 

LWV Board of Directors, 2nd Tuesdays at 5:30 pm —

Roberts & Roberts, 118 West 4th  

Return Service  
Requested 
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    Voter Registration 
 

Monday, October 12 

Pros & Cons on Proposed Amendments 

Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 

Monday, November 16, 7 pm 

Discuss Payday & Title Loans 

Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 

Monday, September 28, 7 pm 

Discuss—Amending the Constitution 

Genecov Room—315 North Broadway 

Monday, September 22 

National Voter Registration Day 


