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League of League of League of League of 

Women Women Women Women 

Voters Voters Voters Voters 

MissionMissionMissionMission    

The League 
of Women 
Voters is a 
nonpartisan 
organization 
that works to 
promote 
political 
responsibility 
through 
informed 
participation 
of all citizens 
in their 
government. 
The League 
does not 
support or 
oppose any 
political party 
or any 
candidate. It 
publishes 
factual 
information 
to help 
prepare 
citizens to 
cast informed 
votes.  

The League 
does take 
action on 
selected 
governmental 
issues that 
members 
have studied. 

Fall 2016 

Join the Corps! Learn About the Watchdog 

Group—The LWV Observer Corps 

We are seeking volunteers to 

solidify our “Observer Corps”! 

Join other League members 

and interested citizens to help 

assure openness, transparency 

and accountability of local gov-

ernments, Boards, 

and Commissions.  

You will receive training in the Public 

Information Act and the Open Meetings 

Law, as well as tips for observing and 

reporting. 

Training will also include an overview of the 

process and priorities of the Tyler/Smith County 

LWV. We will work with your schedule; provide in-

troduction letters to the appropriate governing bod-

ies, and use easy to complete reporting forms. 

Training is free. The first session is Monday Sep-

tember 26, 7 pm at the Tyler Area Chamber of Com-

merce Genecov Room.  

Beginning in October, LWV Smith County will 

train volunteers to solidify an “Observer Corps,” in-

tended to enhance the ability of the League and in-

terested citizens to help assure openness, transpar-

ency, and accountability of local Boards and Commis-

sions. The federal and state laws that govern govern-

ment-held information and meetings are often re-

ferred to as “Sunshine” laws. 

As noted by LWVUS, the premise behind 

“Sunshine” or “openness in government” is that eve-

ryday people 

have the right 

to know what 

actions their 

government is 

taking.  

Volunteers will be 

trained in the Texas Public Information 

Act, and the Open Meetings Law, outlin-

ing how these apply to state and local 

governmental bodies.  

It is intended that the Observer Corp will 

benefit the community by: 

• Engaging and empowering individuals to act as 

eyes and ears at public meetings 

• Connecting observers with elected officials 

• Promoting open, transparent, and accountable 

government 

Training also will incorporate an overview and 

understanding of the priorities of the 2016/2017 

League of Women Voters of Tyler/Smith County, 

such as voters service, Money in Politics, libraries, 

and single-member districts, among other issues. 

Monday 

September 26 
7 pm 

Genecov Room of 

Tyler Area Chamber 

of Commerce  

315 North Broadway 

Forum for General Election 

Candidates Set for October 17 

For further information and to sign up for the 

training, please contact the Observer Corps 

coordinator: Marilyn Wills at 

mgdesertwills@gmail.com or 903-630-1033. 

Candidates running in contested races 

have been invited to present their points of view 

about issues important to them, answer questions 

posed by panelists, and meet Smith County voters at 

this October 17th forum. 

• US Representative Dist. 1: Louis Gohmert (R), 

Shirley McKellar (D), and Phil Gray (L) 

• Smith County Sheriff: Larry Smith (R)  and  Gary 

Pinkerton (D)  

• Constable Pct.  4: Josh Joplin (R) and Larry D. Red-

dic (D) 

• State Board of Edu-

cation Dist. 9:  

Keven M. Ellis, 

Amanda Rudolph, and Anastasia Wilford 

If a candidate declines, the opponents still are 

allowed to participate.  

 Panelists will pose questions, and as usual, the 

moderator will take questions from the audience, as 

selected by a League screening panel.  

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more 

about those seeking to serve. 

Meet the 

Candidates! 

Marilyn Wills 

Monday October 17- 7 pm 

FORUM: Candidates in 

contested races in the 

Nov. 8 General Election 

Tyler Public Library 

201 South College 

...everyday people 

have the right to 

know what actions 

their government is 

taking.  
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 President’s Podium: League Revving Up for Election Season  
Summer is over, school has started, and every-

one's activity level is starting to pick up. I always 

have thought of September as being the true start 

of a new year. The summer heat is dying down and 

everyone has a little more energy than they did in 

the 90 to 100-degree weather. 

We just had our Women's Equality Day event 

on August 26 we celebrated the 96th Anniversary 

of the passage of the 19th Amendment that gave 

women the right to vote, and gave the Making De-

mocracy Work Award to former President and long-

time League member, Dee Brock for her tireless 

work in promoting voting rights and literacy in Tyler 

and Smith County. We were so happy to be able to 

honor Dee and I want to thank all the board mem-

bers who contributed to making the event a great 

success. 

VP-Voters Service, Mary Lu French has been 

busy organizing opportunities to register new vot-

ers before the October 11th deadline. League 

members have registered new voters at "School is 

Cool" on August 4, at Robert E. Lee High School on 

August 22, and at TJC Activity Days and the Natu-

ralization Ceremony on August 24. National Voter 

Registration Day is Tuesday, September 27 and we 

are looking for volunteers from 

LWV as well asother organizations 

to register voters at the libraries 

in Smith County . If you can help, 

please contact Mary Lu French. 

Board Member Marilyn Wills hopes to revive 

the League's Observer Corps and is in the process 

of developing training for observers. She will give 

an overview of the program at 7:00 PM on Mon-

day, September 26 at the Genecov Room at the 

Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce. This is a pro-

gram that many of you have asked that we revive, 

so I hope many of you will be able to attend and 

sign up for the program. 

Our first social Happy Hour will be held at 

Abuelo's on Wednesday, September 14. I hope you 

will be able to come out and take part in a fun eve-

ning of friendly fellowship. 

Again, I hope each and every one of our mem-

bers will try to get involved in the League's activi-

ties this year. If each of you pick out just one thing 

you'd like to do, our League will be a force in bet-

tering the community in Tyler and Smith County. 

AndieAndieAndieAndie    

 

LWV-Tyler 
Diversity  
Policy 

 

The League of 
Women Voters of  
Tyler/Smith 

County, in both its 
values and 
practices, affirms 
its belief and 
commitment to 
diversity and 
pluralism, which 
means that there 
shall be no barriers 
to participation in 
any activity of the 
LWV-Tyler on the 
basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, 
national origin, or 
disability. 

 

The LWV-Tyler/
Smith County 
recognizes that 
diverse 
perspectives are 
important and 
necessary for 
responsible and 
representative 
decision making. 
LWV-Tyler/Smith 
Countysubscribes 
to the belief that 
diversity and 
pluralism are 
fundamental to the 
values it upholds 
and that this 
inclusiveness 
enhances the 
organization's 
ability to respond 
more effectively to 
changing 
conditions and 
needs. 

 

LWV-Tyler/Smith 
County affirms its 
commitment to 
reflecting the 
diversity of 
Americans in its 
board and 
programs. 

The U.S. Fifth Circuit 

Court of Appeals in New 

Orleans ruled recently that the Texas 

voter photo ID law violates the Vot-

ing Rights Act because of its racially 

discriminatory effects. The Court, in 

making its ruling, ordered the Federal 

District Court in Corpus Christi to find 

the appropriate remedy as soon as 

possible.  

Besides the ID we already 

know about the following have 

been added: 

• valid voter registration certifi-

cate; 

• certified birth certificate;  

• current utility bill;  

• bank statement;  

• government check;  

• paycheck; and 

• any other government docu-

ment that displays your name 

and an address as proof of 

who you are. 

 Also if you use any of these 

new ID's, you must also complete 

and sign a reasonable impedi-

ment declaration. This form will 

be provided to you if you should 

need it at the polling location.  

The reasonableness of your 

impediment to obtaining the pre-

viously required ID shall not be 

questioned by election officials.  

Voter ID Rules Expanded 

Fall Fund Raising Results—Members Set the Pace! 

Community donations continue to decline, but 

loyal LWV members may have temporarily gotten 

LWV-TSC through a difficult time. Members have 

donated $305 to LWV-TSC and $650 to LWV-TEF 

since the year began. Non-members gave $75 and 

$100 respectively. See donor names page 3. Are you 

listed? 

Most at risk are the League’s citizen education 

projects such as providing the LWV-TEF Voters 

Guide to voters and maintaining a pres-

ence on the web and by telephone. We also 

pay some $2300 in member dues each year, or 

about $575 per quarter. Please respond NOW to the 

recent solicitation. Your help is needed! 

Also, if you are interested in serving on a fund 

raising strategy committee, please contact Presi-

dent Andie Rathbone or Kristi Roberts, Community 

Relations Vice President. 
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Community Relations —Kristi Roberts VP 

Barbara Bass 

Sue Barham & Steve Lander 

Scherel Carver 

Daye Collins 

Bill Ferrell* 

Toni Ferrell 

Katheryn Hetherly 

Sandra Nauls-Mast* 

Andie & Eric Rathbone 

Linda Resnik 

Carol Reynolds 

Roy Stanley 

Mary Verneau 

Margie Victor 

Elaine Wells 
 

*Non-LWV-Member 

Thanks to the following 

donors since June 1, 2016 

The Tyler VOTER 

Public Information Presentations Available: 
Understanding the Electoral College  

LWV-TSC board and members recently 

viewed a pilot presentation by Mary Lu 

French and Marjorie Walle of the new 

Power point presentation called Under-

standing the Electoral College, a timely 

addition at this election period when so 

many organizations call upon the 

League for resources to educate their 

members. 

Understanding the Electoral College is 

the first in a series of proposed public 

information presentations to be cre-

ated. Member input helped shape the 

final product before making it available to the community.  

Public presentations are currently planned for September 7 at Texas College, and 

presentations thereafter may be performed by Voters Service volunteers for com-

munity organizations, classrooms, and institutions, as requested.  

Volunteer to be a part of this exciting project! Contact Mary Lu French 

at mlufrench2009@gmail.com.  

September promotion plans include: posting on Tyler Community Calendars, a no-

tice in the Tyler Public Library, and a press release. Mary Lu French may also con-

tact via email selected community members with whom the League already has a 

relationship. 

The project has been approved for tax-deductible support, and dedicated dona-

tions should be sent to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711 and earmarked Electoral Col-

lege. 

VS VP Mary Lu French and Publicity 

Director Marjorie French give pilot 

showing to board and members August 29. 

Long-Time Member Dee Brock Honored with the LWV Making Democracy Work Award 

Some 50 LWV members and com-

munity supporters met 

at the August 26 

“Women’s Equality Day” 

celebration to remember 

those who fought for more 

than seven decades to se-

cure the vote for women 

and to honor one of our 

own. 

Dee Brock served on the 

League of Women Voters of 

Tyler/Smith County board as 

President, Community Rela-

tions VP, Program VP, and 

publicity chair. She also served on the 

board of LWV-Texas. As Community 

Relations VP in 2002, she coordinated 

an historical exhibit at the Tyler Public 

Library about the League's 50-year 

history.  

Brock and co-author Linda Resnik 

completed their food reference book, 

Food FAQs: Substitutions, Yields and 

Equivalents, which was published in 

2000 and continues to sell around the 

country.  

Her community involvement in-

cludes Tyler Civic Theater, Tyler Mu-

seum of Art, Tyler Area Partners for 

Literacy,  

Dee has always 

been passionate 

about helping peo-

ple of all ages be-

come informed and 

active voters to in-

sure that all of our 

community partici-

pates in governing 

our society. 

She was honored in 2000 by 

Women in Tyler as a “Woman Who Is 

Driven.” That certainly describes Dee 

Brock! 

For Helping to Make Democracy Work 
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Organization—Karena  Love, VP  

Held typically on the second Wednesday of 

each month in various restaurants at the 

11:30 a.m. lunch hour, the no-agenda lunch 

gives a chance to talk with other members 

about anything and everything--just a time to 

catch up with everyone. The discussions are 

always lively—whether it’s opinions on what’s 

going on in the world or just what’s the next travel trip planned. 

This adds a social spark to membership in the 

League. Non-members such as spouses, co-

workers, and friends are wel-

come to join in the fellow-

ship and fun.  

No-Agenda Lunches  

LWV Happy 

Hour 

Held usually on Wednesday eve-

nings, LWV Happy Hour lets mem-

bers enjoy a drink (or two) with 

fellow members and meet new 

members who are just wanting to 

unwind from a busy a day! In addi-

tion we can explore various restaurants--especially 

the newest ones and the great hot spots in Tyler that 

have HAPPY HOURS! Reminders with exact dates 

and times are sent. LWV Happy Hours add a social 

spark to membership in the League as. Non-

members such as spouses, co-workers and friends 

are welcome to join in the fun!  

Wednesday 

November 9 

11:30 am 

Oliveto’s 

3709 Troup 

Hwy. 

Wednesday 

September 14 

5:30 pm 

Villages at 

Cumberland 

Wednesday 

October 12 

11:30 am 

1125 E. 5th St. 

LWV-TSC member Samantha Jewell has been 

appointed to the LWV membership team for 

the League of Women Voters Tyler/Smith 

County. She will assist Membership Chair 

Yolanda Prince and Organization VP Karena 

Love. Samantha teaches 2-3 year olds at Trinity 

Lutheran. She has been a member of the League of Women 

Voters since late 2014, although her mother Kristi Roberts 

has been a member since Samantha was a child. Samantha 

always wanted to get involved and now she has that op-

portunity. Samantha has a husband and two adorable little 

girls, Bethany age 5 and Hazel age 1. Samantha goes to Ty-

ler Junior College (TJC), where she is pursuing an associ-

ate’s degree in early childhood education. She plans to 

transfer to continue her degree at the University of Texas 

at Tyler.  

We especially value Sam’s connections with younger 

member prospects! Welcome! 

  Samantha Jewell Joins LWV Membership Team 

Holiday Party Set for December 9 

This year’s annual Holiday Party will take 

place at Sue and Steve Lander’s Home.  

We will be sharing food and drinks and a great 

time! I hope you all put this on your calendars.  

More information about RSVP and what to bring 

will be announced soon.  

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you Sue and Steve for inviting us to your beautiful home! 

The League's Facebook page has been "liked" by 142 

people and our posts reach almost 500 people per 

month. We not only post news about our own League's 

events, but also other related events in Smith County and 

news from LWV-Texas and LWVUS. 

If you are on Facebook, put League of Women Voters - 

Tyler/Smith County in the search engine and like our page. 

It's an easy way to get all the information you need about 

your League's activities. 

LWV Facebook Page Good Info Source  

Holiday Party 
Friday 

December 9 
7 pm 

Landers’ Home 
810 Ashford Court 

— 

RSVP to 

soonersue@sbcglobal.net 
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Jessica Ogden joined 

the League in April. In May, she was featured in the Tyler 

paper’s Mother’s Day  article because of her rather large 

adopted family. The Ogdens, 

married nine years, are raising 

a blended family, and Mrs. 

Ogden is a stay-at-home mom, 

caring full time for three 

adopted young people with 

special needs. Her husband 

Robert is a principal at Hogg 

Middle School, and she is a 

former special education 

teacher. 

Add five rescue dogs to their busy household, and it  

is  difficult to see how Jessica could have time for 

anything else—much less an active organization like the 

League of Women Voters.  

But they always say, if you want something done, ask 

a busy person!  

So we welcome Jessica Ogden and hope that the  

League brings her even more rewards. 
 

 

Connie Barnes joined LWV-

TSC in 2015. She is Head Start coordinator at TISD. She 

previously was Head Start Early Childhood Consultant at 

Region 10 Education Service 

Center in Richardson for four 

years. From 2001-2008 she 

was Director of the Preschool 

Teacher Education 

department at Southern 

Methodist and acted as 

Associate Director for the 

Summer Youth Program 

there. Barnes has a Masters in Language Arts from SMU 

and a Bachelor’s in Education from 

Stephen F. Austin University. A 

member of both the Association for 

Childhood Education and Head Start 

Professionals, Barnes also is active in LEAP (Language 

Enrichment Activities Program), a project that supports 

the importance of reading aloud to children.  

Membership — Yolanda Prince and Samantha Jewell 

Member Dues Reminder—Fall 2016 
  

October 
Melissa DeCarlo 
Betty Groepper 
Chester Vaughn 

 
December 
Linda Sharp 
Mary Vernau 

 

Thanks for your prompt response Mail to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711 

February 

Rubye Kendrick  

Mary Elizabeth Jackson 

Louise & Joseph Ornelas 

Beverly Sheveland & Lynn Snedecor 

March 

Barbara Smith 

June 

Connie Barnes 

July 
Mary Decker 

Polly & Gerry Kuklewicz 
August 

Samantha Jewell 
Daye Collins 
Yolanda Prince 

Kristi & Bruce Roberts 
Anna & John Wright 

Member handbooks for 2016-2017 were 

distributed at the Women’s Equality 

celebration August 26. If you were 

unable to attend and your dues are 

current, you will receive one by mail. 

To notify if you fail to receive yours, 

contact Yolanda Prince, 

yrprince1@yahoo.com 

Send check to: 
P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271    

Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711    

$70 IndividualIndividualIndividualIndividual    

$105 Two in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same Household    

$25 StudentStudentStudentStudent    

The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard 
democracy leads to civic improvement. Join LWV, where leaders are 
actively engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national 

levels.  

To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:    

2016-2017 
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 Public Policy & Program News — Dee Brock, Program Director 

• League of Women Voters of 

Texas – information on the 

League’s statewide priorities. 

• League of Women Voters of the 

United States – information on 

the League’s federal priorities. 

• Texas Secretary of State, Elec-

tions Division – past/future 

elections, candidates, and vot-

ing. 

• VoteTexas.gov – by the Texas 

Secretary of State. 

• Project Vote Smart – a direc-

tory of elected officials, with 

voting records and recent 

statements. 

• Texas Legislature Online – the 

go-to site for bills, members, 

and news about the TX Legisla-

ture. 

Guide to Finding More 

Information Regarding 

Voting, Elections, Policy 
Check out the websites below for 

information on voting, elections, 

legislation, and voting records: 

The League of Women Voters believes that the direct-

popular-vote method for electing the President and Vice 

President is essential to representative government. The 

League believes, therefore, that the Electoral College 

should be abolished. We support the use of the National Popular Vote 

Compact as one acceptable way to achieve the goal of the direct popular 

vote….until abolishment of the Electoral College is accomplished….We 

support efforts to provide voters with sufficient information about 

candidates and their positions, public policy issues, and the election process 

itself. The League supports action to ensure that the media, political parties, 

candidates, and all levels of government achieve these goals and provide 

that information. 

Statement of position on Election of the President adopted by the national 

board 1980 and revised by the 2010 LWVUS Convention delegates 
 

Note that the  Electoral College could be abolished only by an amendment 

to the US Constitution—the NPVIC does not amend the Constitution nor 

abolish the electoral college in any way.  This link is to a brochure with  a 

more detailed explanation: 

LWV Position on the Electoral College 

� 

 

OBSERVER CORPS TRAINING IS HERE!! 

Help to Keep Government Accountable 

Assure Openness and Transparency from our Elected Officials 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 

7 PM 

TYLER AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

GENECOV ROOM 

315 NORTH BROADWAY 

SIGN UP with Marilyn Wills 

mgdesertwills@gmail.com 

903-630-1033 

 

This November election marks 10 years that 

VOTE411.org, the League’s innovative one-stop voter 

information hub, has been online. It is both an on-line 

voter registration tool and serves as an on-line voter’s 

guide to candidates and ballot issues. 

At the website VOTE411.org, voters in the Smith 

County area will find candidate responses to ques-

tions critical to voters, as well as background informa-

tion on the candidates. Unopposed candidates, as 

well as those in contested races, will be asked to re-

spond. 

 

Internet Voters Guide Launched 
To Include Smith County Candidates 

Dee Brock, Program VP 
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Voters Service News—Voters Service VP Mary Lu French 
Voter Registration 

Activities Take Off 

At the "School is Cool" event Au-

gust 4, LWV-TSC members registered 

15 people during the evening. We 

also were able to make contact with 

the Hispanic Professionals Associa-

tion of Tyler and the PTA President of 

Robert E. Lee High School about as-

sisting them with voter registration.  

On August 22, LWV-TSC joined 

forces with other local organizations 

to participate in a "Back to School 

Bash” for Robert E. Lee High, hosted 

by their PTA. Volunteers Lee Hancock 

and Georia DeKoker joined Voters 

Service VP Mary Lu French to register 

16 people during the event. We were 

pleasantly surprised by the number 

of new faculty members who had 

moved to the area. Because of our 

presence, they could change their 

registration address without having 

to take time to do it elsewhere.  

August 24th saw another oppor-

tunity to register young adults. Toni 

Ferrell, Karen Wilkerson, Ola Ward, 

and Mary Lu French were at the Ty-

ler Junior College Campus. See story 

at right. 

Meanwhile, Andie Rathbone, 

Marilyn Wills, Lee Hancock, and 

Georgia DeKoker attended the Natu-

ralization Ceremony at the Federal 

Court House where 

they signed up 29 

new citizens. Photos 

with our "Uncle Sam" 

also were offered 

these new voters. 

Voters Service VP Mary Lu French 

was joined by Toni Ferrell, Karen 

Wilkerson, and Ola Ward on the Tyler 

Junior College campus August 24, where 

they successfully assisted approximately 

30 students with their Smith County voter 

registration!  

TJC Campus Site of One 

Summer Voter Registration 

Calendar for November 8,  

General Election:  
 

October 11  

Last Day to Register to Vote 
 

October 24—November 4

  Early Voting  
 

October 28  

Last day to apply for ballot by mail 
 

November 8 General Election 

Voters 

Guide to Be 

Available  

The LWV-Texas Voters Guide is 

nonpartisan and unbiased and lists 

candidates that are on the General 

Election ballot statewide and pro-

vides their answers to questions 

posed by the League of Women Vot-

ers of Texas Education Fund.  

Beginning in early October, Eng-

lish language copies of this valuable 

voting resource are available at no 

cost at the:  

• Smith County Elections Administra-

tion Office; 

• Tyler Public Library; 

• Tyler Junior College Vaughn Library  

• UT-Tyler’s Robert R. Muntz Library;  

• Lillie Russell Memorial Library, Lin-

dale;  

• Whitehouse Community Library; 

and 

• Bullard Community Library 

 Spanish language copies are dis-

tributed at the St. Paul Children's 

Foundation facilities, the His-

panic  Association of East Texas, and 

area merchants. 

The League’s Voters Guide is 

funded and published by the League 

of Women Voters of Texas Education 

Fund and copies are made available 

locally through community contribu-

tions. 

Neither the League of Women 

Voters nor the Education Fund sup-

ports or opposes any political party or 

candidate. 

Standing: Karen Wilkerson, Ola Ward, 

Seated: Toni Ferrell and Mary Lu French 

Registration for the November 8 

election runs through 

October 11. 

October 17, 7 pm 

LWV Forum for General Election 

Tyler Public Library 

201 South College 

School is Cool: Elaine Wells, Mary Lu French, 

Andie Rathbone, and Marilyn Wills work with 

students and parents. 
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 In This Issue: Election New & Activities 

 

2016 LWV-TSC  
 

Please Join Us!Please Join Us!Please Join Us!Please Join Us!    
    

Wednesday, September 14, 5:30 pm 

LWV Happy Hour—Abuelo’s-Village at Cumberland 
 

Monday, September 26, 7 pm 

Observer Corps Training 
Genecov Room, Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Wednesday, October 12, 11:30 am 

No-Agenda Lunch—Roast Social Kitchen 

 

Oct. 24—Nov. 4—Early Voting-General Election 

Tuesday November 8—General Election 
 

Wednesday, November 9, 11:30 am 

No-Agenda Lunch—Oliveto’s 
 

Friday, December 9—7 pm 

Holiday Party—Lander Home 

Members are welcome to attend meetings of the 

LWV Board of Directors, 2nd Tuesdays at 5:30 pm —

Roberts & Roberts, 118 West 4th  

Return Service  
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Monday, October 17, 7 pm 

Candidate Forum—General Election 
Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 


