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Tyler / 

Smith 

County 

The Honorable 

Judith Guthrie will 

be speaker for the 

League’s Women’s 

Equality Day cele-

bration Thursday, 

August 23.  

Judge Guthrie has been 

serving on the bench as U. S. 

Magistrate for the Eastern 

District of Texas since 1986. 

Guthrie was a founding 

member of Leadership Texas 

and the Foundation for 

Women’s Resources, where 

she continues as a board 

member.  

She also was a founding 

member of Women in Tyler, 

the organization that honors 

area women of excellence 

annually. In these roles Guth-

rie has been devoted to de-

veloping emerging women 

leaders throughout the state, 

acting as a mentor and role 

model.  

The Supreme Court has 

appointed her to several task 

forces and special commis-

sions, including the Gender 

Bias Task Force. She has 

spoken at the East Texas 

Women’s Conference on 

navigating challenges of 

leadership, offering her 

proven concepts on leader-

ship 
 

Women’s Equality 
Day—the August 26 anni-

versary of that long 

and arduous decades-

long struggle to 

gain the vote fran-

chise for women—

began in 1971 

when introduced 

in Congress by 

Rep. Bella Ab-

zug (D-NY).  

The date com-

memorates the 1920 

passage of the 19th Amend-

ment to the Constitution, 

granting women the right to 

vote. This was the culmina-

tion of a massive, peaceful 

civil rights movement by 

women that had its formal 

beginnings in 1848 at the 

world’s first women’s rights 

convention, in Seneca Falls, 

New York. 

Think about the friends 

you would like to help you 

mark this occasion.  

Let’s make Women’s 

Equality Day a time to re-

member in 2012 and every 

year. 

Catch the spirit and honor 

the history of the women 

who made the Nineteenth 

Amendment and—thus 

woman suffrage—a reality in 

this country. 

    

League of League of League of League of 

Women Voters Women Voters Women Voters Women Voters 

MissionMissionMissionMission    

The League of 
Women Voters 
is a 
nonpartisan 
organization 
that works to 
promote 
political 
responsibility 
through 
informed 
participation of 
all citizens in 
their 
government. 
The League 
does not 
support or 
oppose any 
political party 
or any 
candidate. It 
publishes 
factual 
information to 
help prepare 
citizens to cast 
informed 
votes.  

The League 
does take 
action on 
selected 
governmental 
issues that 
members have 
studied. 

FALL 2012 
Inside this issue: 

Meet a New Member 2 

Member Dues Reminder 2 

To Join the League  2 

Member Handbooks Ready in Fall 2 

1st Wednesdays Social Times  2 

2012-13 Board of Directors 3 

Voters Service News 3 

Candidate Debates in Works 4 

Donate to the League 4 

VOTE411-the Online Voters Guide 5 

Naturalization Ceremony 5 

Calendar for November 6 Election 5 

State Voters Guide in Early October 5 

LWV Library Position Instrumental in 
Book Fest Launch 

6 

Observer Corps 6 

Scope of Study on Human Trafficking 6 

 Interested in Library Advocacy? 6 

East Texas Book Fest September 8 7 

Upcoming Dates 8 

Guthrie to speak at Women’s Equality 

Celebration 
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Gallery Main StreetGallery Main StreetGallery Main StreetGallery Main Street    

110 West Erwin, Tyler110 West Erwin, Tyler110 West Erwin, Tyler110 West Erwin, Tyler 

Know prospective members you would like us to invite to the 

Women’s Equality Celebration? Or just someone you think 

would like to attend? 

Send names and contact info ASAP to  

Carol Reynolds  cbr5342@gmail.com 

Or Scherel Carver eddiecrvr@aol.com 

Read about this 

month’s 

naturalization 

ceremony and 

the newest US 

citizens on  

page 5. 
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Kristi C. Roberts, President   

Send check to: 
P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271    

Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711    

$60 IndividualIndividualIndividualIndividual    

$90 Two in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same Household    

$25 StudentStudentStudentStudent    

The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to 

safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join 

LWV, where leaders are actively engaged in effecting 

change at the local, state, and national levels.   

To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:    

Organization News—Judy Frederick, Organization VP 

2012-2013 

Member  
Handbooks 

Available in late 

August  
See you on Women’s 

Equality Day 

2012—13 

Judy Frederick 

Organization VP 

The following members are due this fall 

Member Dues Reminder 

June July August 
 

Mary Decker 
Ed & Shirley Hightower 

Margie Victor 
Gerry & Polly Kuklewicz 
Kristi & Bruce Roberts 

David & Akemi 
Henderson 

Sunshine Knowles  
 

September  

Geri Cohen 

October  

Betty Groepper 
Carol Kronenberg 
Chester Vaughn 

 

November 

Reatha Kennedy 
Madeleine Ross 

 

December 

Linda & Paul Sharp 
Mary Claire & Gilbert Rowe 

Thanks for a prompt response-PO Box 6271, Tyler 75711 

Carol Reynolds 

Membership 

Director 

Leadership Orientation and 

Training Now Set for August 21 
All members are invited to participate in 

the 2012 Leadership Orientation and 

Training on Tuesday, August 21, 5:30—

7:30 pm at Roberts & Roberts Law Firm, 

118 West 4th Street.  
 

RSVP to g.frederick@sbcglobal.net 

Meet New Member Yolanda Prince 
Yolanda Prince is a Tyler 

native. She graduated from John 

Tyler High School, Stephen F. 

Austin State University, with a 

double major in Public Admini-

stration and Public Relations, 

and UT Arlington with a Mas-

ters in Public Administration. 

She is currently a volunteer 

deputy registrar, an election 

judge, and precinct chair. She is 

also a member of Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority, Inc., a life mem-

ber of Tau Beta Sigma Sorority, 

NAACP, Board member of 

YMCA, Vice-President of De-

mocratic Club of Smith County, 

and a Volunteer coordinator of 

Smith County Democratic Party. 

She was recently elected as a 

national delegate to the Democ-

ratic National Convention. 

Prince owns two businesses: 

a gift shop called "Just A Little 

Somethin' " and "Get Yo Party 

On!"—a 

party and 

event- 

planning 

company. 

She 

strongly 

believes 

that every 

person has 

a right to vote and she tries 

every chance to register and 

educate people about voting. 

Even as a child, she always 

knew that was something she 

had to do when she grew up.  

 Her motto is: "Stop being 

reactive and start being proac-

tive." 

Add her to your handbook: 

princeyr1@yahoo.com 

903-253-7640 

 
Carol Reynolds, Membership 

We know that the League is serious. But we’re not 

above having some fun—especially with other League 

members. That’s what the First Wednesdays 

are about. That’s why we call it HAPPY HOUR! 

• Sept. 5, 6:30 pm Hot Topics at a Hot 

Spot—Jalapeno Tree, 420 WSW Loop 323  

• Oct. 3, 11:30 am No-Agenda Lunch-Chez Bazan, 5930 

Old Bullard Rd. 

• Nov.  7, 6:30 pm Hot Topic at a Hot Spot—Johnny 

Carino’s, 1723 W. SW Loop 323  

• Dec. 5, 11:30 am No-Agenda Lunch—Fat Katz Louisi-

ana Kitchen, 3320 Troup Highway 

• Jan. 2, 11:30 am No-Agenda Lunch—Downtown Cof-

fee Lounge, 200 West Erwin (on Square) 

• Feb. 6, 6:30 pm Hot Topic at a Hot Spot—Location 

TBA 

• Mar. 6, 6:30 pm Hot Topic at a Hot Spot-Location TBA 

• April 3, 11:30 am No-Agenda Lunch—Mercado’s—510 

S. SW Loop 323 

• May 1, 6:30 pm Hot Topic at a Hot Spot—Location 

TBA 

SEE YOU THERE! 

Members Remember First Wednesdays! 
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LWV-Tyler 
Diversity  
Policy 

 

The League of 
Women Voters of  

Tyler/Smith 
County, in both its 

values and 
practices, affirms 

its belief and 
commitment to 
diversity and 

pluralism, which 
means that there 

shall be no barriers 
to participation in 
any activity of the 
LWV-Tyler on the 
basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, 

sexual orientation, 
national origin, or 

disability. 
 

The LWV-Tyler/
Smith County 

recognizes that 
diverse 

perspectives are 
important and 
necessary for 

responsible and 
representative 

decision making. 
LWV-Tyler/Smith 
Countysubscribes 
to the belief that 

diversity and 
pluralism are 

fundamental to the 
values it upholds 

and that this 
inclusiveness 
enhances the 
organization's 

ability to respond 
more effectively to 

changing 
conditions and 

needs. 
 

LWV-Tyler/Smith 
County affirms its 

commitment to 
reflecting the 
diversity of 

Americans in its 
board and 
programs. 

Please notify Shirley Hightower if 
you can participate.  
Call 903-561-7450 

or email to 
eshightower@suddenlink.net 

Coordinator still needed for fall 

TJC Voter Registration 

TJC Fall Student Activities Day is set for Au-

gust 22. After the extreme heat experi-

enced last year, at this point, no 

one—including  voter registration 

chair  Shirley Hightower—has 

been willing to repeat that 

outdoor experience.  

Anyone intrepid enough 

to handle this?  

If so, please call Shirley for details and she 

will pass the torch to you.  

LWV-TSC Board of Directors 

2012-2013 
 

Contact information for the 2012-2013 LWV-Tyler/

Smith County Board of Directors and nominating 

committee is listed below. Please communicate with 

your board by phone or email to give your ideas or 

concerns, or to volunteer for a League project. 
 

Officers  
Kristi Roberts President 

   903-534-8825    kribru@aol.com 
 

Dee Brock Program VP  

   903-565-6655   deebrock@faqspress.com 
 

Mary Claire Rowe Community Relations VP 

903-581 7158    gardenrowes@yahoo.com 
 

Eddie Baggett Voters Service VP 

903-482-1510     eddiebaggett@gmail.com     
 

Judy Frederick Organization VP 

903-534-5843   g.frederick@sbcglobal.net  
 

Andie Rathbone Secretary  

   903-894-7950   andier@earthlink.net 
 

Scherel Carver, Treasurer  

   903-581-1391    eddiecrvr@aol.com                
             

Directors                   
Peggy Downing-VOTE411.org 

903– 283-0483    peggydowning@live.com 
 

Shirley Hightower Voters Registration Director 

   903-561-7450  eshightower@suddenlink.net 
 

Carol Reynolds Membership 

903-534-9539 cbr5342@gmail.com 
 

Linda Sharp Hospitality 

903-526-3848  linda15262000@yahoo.com     
 

Karen Wilkerson, Your Elected Officials 

903-592 7255 dkwilkerson@hotmail.com  
 
 

2012-13 Nominating Committee: 
Sue Barham, Chair 

 561-6606 soonersue@sbcglobal.net 
 

Lou Anne Smoot 
    903-533-9335 annesmoot@suddenlink.net  

 

Gerry Kuklewicz 

903.561.3573  pollygerryk@gmail.com 

President Kristi 

C. Roberts 

    Talk up LWV Talk up LWV Talk up LWV Talk up LWV 

everywhere you go.everywhere you go.everywhere you go.everywhere you go.    

The election season is The election season is The election season is The election season is 

our chance to ride the our chance to ride the our chance to ride the our chance to ride the 

wave and remind the wave and remind the wave and remind the wave and remind the 

public about who we public about who we public about who we public about who we 

are and what we are are and what we are are and what we are are and what we are 

doing.doing.doing.doing.    

Voter Registration 
Continues in August 

 
August 18, 10 am-12 noon 

Voter Registration 
Michoacana Market 

310 N. Beckham  

Remember these words of our President 
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Members: It’s a 

new year! Before 

summer’s end you 

should receive a let-

ter from LWV-TSC 

President Kristi Rob-

erts asking for your 

financial support for 

your organization. 

LWV members pro-

vide the most signifi-

cant share of dona-

tions to the League 

and are its most valu-

able supporters, giv-

ing about 70 percent 

of donations. 

The LWV-TSC 

board also gives 

countless hours of 

their time to make 

our organization ef-

fective and relevant 

to the community. 

They also are key fi-

nancial supporters. 

It is clear that not 

all members are able 

to contribute time at 

the same level as 

board members. But 

the League’s viability 

is dependent upon 

members sustaining 

the work through do-

nations. 

When your solici-

tation for funds 

arrives in the 

mail, please  

respond 

with a 

generous gift to 

keep the League 

strong at this critical 

election season. 

Donate to the League 

 
Check out the LWV-TSC website for details on 

upcoming events, publications to download, and 

links to related websites, such as the Texas Secre-

tary of State and the state and national LWV.  
 

You can request a speaker for your organization, 

sub- scribe to the League’s newsletter, 

make a donation, or join the League 

of Women Voters of Tyler/Smith 

County. 

Fundraising Committee to  

Address Funding Issues 
A special committee to explore means for 

funding the work of the League was appointed in 

August by the LWV-TSC Board. If any member has 

suggestions for the committee or wants to help stuff 

and address envelopes or other tasks, please contact 

one of them and give them your input : 
 

Mary Claire Rowe gardenrowes@yahoo.com  

 903-581 7158  

Peggy Downing peggydowning@live.net  

 903 283.0483  

Linda Sharp linda15262000@yahoo.com  

  903-312-4820  

Mary Claire Rowe 
Community  
Relations VP 

Community Relations News Mary Claire Rowe, Community Relations VP 

An LWV Voters Service ad hoc 

committee on candidate forums and de-

bates is working on a strategy that it 

hopes will give the greatest number of 

voters access to candidates’ views on 

critical issues. The board considers that 

recent candidate forums have missed the 

mark in reaching voters and challenged 

this committee to seek solutions. 

The committee has approached one 

local television channel to discuss airing 

debates between candidates for Texas 

Senate Republican incum-

bent Kevin Eltife and De-

mocratic nominee Steven 

Russell. 

We also hope to 

cover candidates for U. S. 

Congress District 1, Republi-

can incumbent Louis Gohmert 

and challengers Democrat 

Shirley McKellar and Lib-

ertarian Clark Patterson. 

There are no plans for 

a live audience at the de-

bates, although there would be a select 

panel to put forth relevant questions. 

The planning team is not proposing a 

formal debate format, but that candi-

dates would face off in a more informal 

discussion, but hopefully one that is ef-

fective in showing candidates’ grasp of 

public policy issues, their solutions for 

problems, and their positions on issue of 

conceren to voters. 

Stay tuned for announcements of 

whether these debates materialize: 

watch the website lwvtyler.org 

and local news. Air dates will be 

announced to members by email 

and postcard. 

 

Plan in Works for Broadcast of Candidates Debates 

LWVLWVLWVLWV----Tyler/Smith Tyler/Smith Tyler/Smith Tyler/Smith 

County Nonparti-County Nonparti-County Nonparti-County Nonparti-

san Policysan Policysan Policysan Policy    
Members of the LWV-

TSC board shall adhere 

carefully to the nonparti-

san political policy of the 

League of Women Voters 

of the United States 

(LWVUS). Specific proce-

dures to implement this 

policy include:  

The President, the Pro-

gram VP, the Community 

Relations VP, Voters Ser-

vice VP, Voters Service 

chair/coordinator, Voters 
Guides coordinator, the 
debates coordinator, and 

others the public strongly 

identifies with the LWV-

TSC shall avoid political 

activities that may give the 

appearance of partisan-

ship. Specifically persons 

holding these League posi-

tions shall not engage in 

any of the following activi-

ties during her/his tenure 

in that position: 

• Running for political 

office; 

• Holding a position as 

an elected official; 

• Publicly supporting or 

working for election of 

a candidate for public 

office. 

Other board members 

are encouraged to partici-

pate in political activities 

but must first consult the 

board if they are in doubt 

as to whether their activi-

ties could compromise the 

League's nonpartisanship.  

The LWV-TSC Nomi-

nating Committee shall 

explain the League's non-

partisan political policy to 

prospective board nomi-

nees. The LWV-TSC board 

shall explain the nonparti-

san political policy to pro-

spective off-board ap-

pointees. 

 No person shall be 

required or requested to 

resign from membership in 

the League as a result of 

political activity. 

Ad Hoc Commit-

tee on Candidate 

Forums and De-

bates: Voters 

Service VP Eddie 

Baggett, Commu-

nity Relations VP 

Mary Claire Rowe, 

and Webmaster 

Scherel Carver. 
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Voters Service News Eddie Baggett, Voters Service VP  

 The latest 

up-to-date edi-

tion of Your 

Elected Offi-

cials, including officials 

elected in the May 12, 2012 

election, will be available 

soon. This newest edition is a 

basic resource that includes 

information about national, 

state, and county officials, as 

well as those of all cities and 

school districts in Smith 

County. For each official, it 

includes office addresses, 

email, and phone numbers. 

Use this information to contact 

your elected officials to let 

them know your opinions. 

 The brochure also can be 

a valuable tool for the commu-

nity. If you know of a group 

that could use this brochure, 

contact a member of the 

LWV-Tyler/Smith County 

board. 

Or you will be able to 

download a copy at  

lwvtyler.org 

Your Elected Officials: 

May 2012 Election 

Ready in 

Fall 

Calendar for  
November 6, 2012 
General Election 

 

Sep. 7—First Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail 

Oct. 9—Last Day to Register to Vote 

Oct. 22—Nov. 2—Early Voting 

Oct. 30—Last Day Application for Ballot by     

  Mail May Be Received. 

Nov. 6—Election Day 

Statewide Voters Guide 

Ready in Early October  
 

The LWV-Texas Education Fund 

Voters Guide to all statewide 

races in the November 6 

General Election should be 

available in early October, well 

before early voting begins. 

Members will get more 

information in September. 

Eddie Baggett, 
Voters Service VP 

LWV to Launch Online Voters Guide: VOTE411.org 

VOTE411.org is a "one-stop-shop" for elec-

tion related information. It provides nonparti-

san information to the public with both general 

and state-specific information on these aspects 

of the election process: 

• Absentee ballot information 

• Ballot measure information (where applica-
ble) 

• Early voting options (where applicable) 

• Election dates 

• Factual data on candidates in various fed-
eral, state and local races 

• General information on such topics as how 
to watch debates with a critical eye 

• ID requirements 

• Polling place locations 

• Registration deadlines 

• Voter qualifications 

• Voter registration forms 

• Voting machines 

 

An important component of VOTE411.org is 

the polling place locator, which enables users 

to type in their address and retrieve the poll 

location for the voting precinct in which that 

address is located. The League has found that 

this is among the most sought after information 

in the immediate days leading up to and on 

Election Day. 

Assembly of VOTE411.org for LWV-Tyler/

Smith County is underway. After approval by 

the LWV-TSC board, questions are sent to 

candidates. The Vote411 site will be completed 

for our area and submitted to all candidates by 

August 1, after the July 31st primary runoff. 

 

Candidates will then have the ability to enter 

their information and responses directly onto 

the web site for the public to view. This will be 

a wonderful new way for voters to be informed 

about the people asking for their votes! 

 

Candidate questions were approved by the 

board August 7th, but were delayed as the 

VOTE411 site was being updated. The ques-

tions for the candidates will be added to the site 

by August 15th with invitations sent to the can-

didates the same day. Candidates will be asked 

to complete the questionnaire within 30 days to 

give the public timely access to view their re-

sponses before the election. 

The August 9 US Naturalization Cere-

mony was a joyous occasion for 39 new 

American citizens, and LWV’s Uncle Sam, 

member Gerry Kuklewicz greeted the new 

voters, many of whom regis-

tered to vote for the first time 

in a US election. New voters 

also received stickers to wear 

proclaiming "I VOTE." 

The LWV Naturalization 

Team was definitely in the 

news that day, thanks to Community Rela-

tions VP Mary Claire Rowe. This was an 

inspirational event that every member should 

attend at least once. Assist with registration 

of new voters and distribution of voter infor-

mation.  Help to create enthusiastic new vot-

ers! 

Thanks to all who helped with the cere-

mony, especially to Ed Santos and Uncle 

Sam. 

Naturalization Ceremony 

Brings 39 New Citizens 

You can check out VOTETEXAS.gov 

for a full list of candidates on the No-

vember ballot. The Republican and 

Democratic Candidate lists will be 

posted after the August 20, 2012 party 

deadline to report to Sect. of State. 

The Tyler VOTER 
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See the New LWV Positions on lwvtyler.org: 
To read the League’s newly-adopted LWVUS positions on the 

Federal Role in Public Education and Privatization of Govern-

ment Services, also the LWVTX position on Water as a Com-

modity, go to lwvtyler.org 

Focus and Scope of Statewide Study 

on Human Trafficking in Texas 

Ready to join other League members 

in organizing a campaign to call for more 

support for public libraries.? If you are interested in this 

advocacy project, you can make a real difference. 

You will get special training in successful advocacy 

strategies and methods.  

To help, contact Dee Brock at 903-565-6655 or dee-
brock@faqspress.com   

Interested in Libraries?  

Focus: Study the issue of human 

trafficking in Texas to understand 

state and local policies as well as the 

public’s role in abating human traf-

ficking. 
 

Scope: 

• Understand the nature and definition of human 

trafficking; 

• Consider its extent in Texas; 

• Explore how to reduce its occurrence, including considering 

state and local laws and their enforcement; 

• Assess the components of social services for victims to res-

cue and restore their lives. 
 

Explanation: This study was recommended by the LWV-

Houston Area and six other Leagues and approved at the LWV-

Texas convention in 2012. In 2011, LWV-Houston Area com-

pleted a study on human trafficking, defined as exploiting per-

sons through force, fraud, or coercion, for the purposes of sex, 

labor, or other involuntary acts. Human trafficking is an issue 

that all Texas Leagues need to understand so that we can agree 

on a way to improve the way Texas undertakes to solve it. 
 

The scope of this study has not yet been formally adopted by 

the LWV-TEF trustees. 
 

Study Committee: 

Penny Milbouer (Houston Area), Co-Chair 

Ann Herbage (Houston Area), Co-Chair 
Other committee members TBD 

Program News Dee Brock, Program VP  

Dee Brock 
Program VP 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO 

BE A WATCHDOG! 
What job could be easier–simply attend-

ing meetings of a governmental group 

such as the city council meetings 

or school board meetings. We take advantage of our 

"right to know" and, at the same time, provide a 

valuable service to the community. You choose the 

group you’d enjoy monitoring. Our very presence at 

the meetings promotes government transparency 

and openness, helping ensure that the issues are 

being handled "in the sunshine."  Contact Lou Anne 

Smoot at  

annesmoot@suddenlink.net 

East Texas Book Fest Happy 

Outcome of LWV Position on 

Public Libraries 
One important segment of the LWV-TSC po-

sition on public library services, reached by mem-

ber agreement in 2002, was the compelling need 

for libraries in Smith County to collaborate in or-

der to better serve county residents.  

The first consequence was the formation of 

SALT—Smith County Area Libraries Together, 

now an incorporated 501(c)(3) dedicated to im-

proving libraries. 

The first major cooperative project was the 

first East Texas Book Fest in 2008, bringing some 

50 Texas authors for a day-long expo and semi-

nars. The 4th annual East Texas Book Fest is set 

for September 8, and key participating authors are 

detailed on page 6 of this newsletter. 

Since its founding, SALT has presented many 

seminars, workshops, and other activities to help 

library staff and supporters. The biggest project 

undertaken is the East Texas Book Fest, first of-

fered in 2008. Each year the Book Fest brings to 

Tyler some 50 outstanding Texas authors for a day

-long expo and seminars.  

The 4th annual East Texas Book Fest is set for 

September 8. See key participating speakers and 

their topics detailed on page 7 of this newsletter. 

Take a look at the wonderful group of speakers for 

the 2012 Book Fest and come out to support li-

braries, reading, authors, and books.  

If you would like to volunteer, contact Dee 

Brock, Chair at deebrock@faqspress.com 
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East Texas Book Fest East Texas Book Fest East Texas Book Fest East Texas Book Fest 

September 8September 8September 8September 8    
Houston Rockets forward 

Elvin Hayes, author of his 

autobiography They Call Me 

“The Big E,” serves as hon-

orary chair of this year’s East 

Texas Book Fest. Hayes joins 

more than 50 other out-

standing Texas authors−−

some well known and some 

up-and-coming—who will be 

on hand to chat with you and  

autograph their books.  

Now in its fourth year, the Book Fest hits on Saturday, 

Sept. 8 — National Literacy Day—and allows children and 

adults alike to take part in workshops and discussions, as well 

as mingle with individual authors selling their books.  

Award-winning authors to offer  

workshops for all ages  
Taylor Stevens, the bestselling author of The Informationist 

returns with another blockbuster thriller with 

her newest The Innocent. These interna-

tional thrillers feature a super intelligent 

strong, determined, daredevil woman –

Vanessa Michael Munroe. The author's own 

life story is unusual and inspiring. Born into 

an apocalyptic religious cult, Stevens was 

raised in communes around the globe.  

Reavis Z. Wortham, well known for 

his Red River Series, including Burrows 

and The Rock Hole, also is the author of 

Doreen’s 24 HR Eat Gas Now Café. He is 

humor editor and frequent contributor for 

Texas Fish and Game Magazine. In addi-

tion, his work has appeared in American 

Cowboy and Texas Sporting Journal. An 

award-winning writer and photographer, 

Wortham has been recognized for his unique style of outdoor 

journalism. In 2002, he received First Place in the Outdoor 

Writers Association of America in the Magazine Humor cate-

gory. 

Political analyst and writer Cal Jillson, an 

SMU academic political scientist, is fre-

quently called on by the media for political 

insights. Dr. Jillson is the author of six books 

and editor of six more. His more recent books 

are Pursuing the American Dream, Texas 

Politics: Governing the Lone Star State, and Lone Star Tar-

nished: A Critical Look at Texas Politics and Public Policy, 

published this year to high acclaim. 

Carmen Tafolla, one 

of the most antholo-

gized of Latina writ-

ers, has published 

works for both chil-

dren and adults in 

more than two hun-

dred anthologies and magazines and is 

author of more than 20 books. This His-

panic writer for readers of all ages is 

recipient of the Americas Award, two Tomás Rivera Book 

Awards, and the Charlotte Zolotow Award for Best Children's 

Picture Book of 2010. 

Keith Graves is artist, illustrator, and 

writer of many of his own zany titles, includ-

ing The Unexpectedly Bad Hair of Barce-

lona Smith, Three Nasty Gnarlies, Uncle 

Blubbafink's Seriously Ridiculous Stories, 

and Frank Was a Monster Who Wanted to 

Dance. Most fans probably do not know that 

he also is a founding member of Whispering 

Javelinas rock band, which performs in Austin. 
 

Varian Johnson will talk about his novels 

for young adults, and teens will enjoy hearing  

about his gift of  incorporating uniquely teen 

viewpoints into his work. The Texas Library 

Association named his first novel—My Life 

As a Rhombus—to the Tayshas High School 

Reading List. The New York Public Library 

put that novel on its Stuff for the Teen Age 

list. The book also was among the finalists 

for a Texas Institute of Letters award. His latest novel, Saving 

Maddie, was recently named a Bank Street College of Educa-

tion Best Children’s Book of 2011.  

Joy Preble is the author of the Dreaming 

Anastasia series, which blends paranormal 

romance with historical fiction. the latest phe-

nomenon of Young Adult fiction. Her second 

book Haunted is out now, and the final install-

ment Anastasia Forever will be out just in 

time for the East Texas Book Fest 2012.   

Marianne Dyson and Laura Edge will 

explain their research and approach to nonfic-

tion for young adults. Other speakers are histo-

rian Derek Catsam, folklorist Jerry Lincecum, and Alan 

Stacy, both a children's books author and illustrator, who aims 

to prove that reading can be fun and that everyone can draw.  

“This year's lineup of outstanding Texas authors is excep-

tional in quality and includes writers in a broad variety of gen-

res for readers of all ages,” Book Fest Chair Dee Brock says. 

“You will not want to miss this celebration of books, authors, 

reading, and libraries.” 

Saturday   

September 8 

10 am-4 pm 
UT Ornelas 

Center-3402 

Old Omen Rd. 

Check out  

etxbookfest.org 

for more details 

about the event, 

the authors, and 

more. 

Save this 

date! 

Elvin Hayes 

The Book 

Fest runs 

from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. at 

UT Tyler, 

Ornelas Ac-

tivity Center. 

and features 

books for all 

ages and 

covers many 

genres. The 

event is free 

to the public. 

Organizers of 

the Book Fest 

are SALT—

Smith County 

Area Libraries 

Together—and 

the Muntz Li-

brary at UT 

Tyler. SALT is an 

association of 

public libraries 

in Smith 

County, includ-

ing Bullard 

Community 

Library, Lindale 

Community 

Library, Troup 

Municipal Li-

brary, Tyler 

Public Library, 

and White-

house Commu-

nity Library. 

East Texas Book Fest Brings Host of Outstanding Authors 

The event  is made possible in part with grants from the Junior League of Tyler, East Texas Communities Foundation, and 

Humanities Texas, the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities 
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2012 LWV-TSC  
Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Members are welcome to attend meetings of the LWV 
Board of Directors, first Tuesdays, 5:30 pm at 
Roberts & Roberts, 118  West 4th Street 

 

August 21, 5:30—7:30 pm 

LWV Leadership Orientation and Training 

Roberts Law Firm 
 

  August 23, 5:30 pm—Gallery Main Street 

Women’s Equality Day— 

Invite Someone to Join the League! 
 

Tuesday,  September 4, 5:30 pm 

LWV Board of Directors 
 

Wednesday,  September 5, 6:30 pm New Time 

Hot Topics at a Hot Spot—Jalapeno Tree 
 

Saturday, September 8, 10 am-4 pm 

East Texas Book Fest 
 

October 2, 5:30 pm  

LWV Board of Directors 
 

October 3, 11:30 am 

No Agenda Lunch 

Chez Bazan, 5930 Old Bullard Road 
 

October  

Candidate Debate: Watch for Details 

 

 

Return Service  
Requested 

Read About Plans for Candidate 

Debates on Page 3 

The deadline to register to vote in the up-

coming  November 6 General Election is 

Tuesday  

October 9.  

You’re Invited! 
Read about the August 23 Women’s Equality 

Day Celebration on page 1 of this newsletter. 


