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Water Fund     ●     Reverse Mortgages     ●     Tax Exemptions
ABOUT THIS VOTERS GUIDE

This Voters Guide, which presents the nine proposed Texas Consti-
tutional Amendments on the November 5, 2013, ballot, is funded 
and published by the League of Women Voters of Texas Education 
Fund.  For more than 90 years, helping voters cast an informed vote 
when they go to the polls has been the primary goal of the League 
of Women Voters.  As an organization that encourages informed 
and active participation in government, the League believes that 
all of us are stakeholders in Making Democracy Work.  Neither the 
League nor the Education Fund supports or opposes any political 
party or candidate.

This guide states the official ballot language for each proposed con-
stitutional amendment, followed by an explanation of the amendment, 
the arguments for and the arguments against.  The propositions were 
researched by trustees of the League of Women Voters of Texas Edu-
cation Fund, who reviewed the legislative history and contacted per-
sons and organizations who have supported and opposed the proposed 
amendments.  See the Constitutional Amendments page at www.lwv-
texas.org for links to the legislative history and the list of witnesses for 
and against each of the proposed amendments.

Check the League’s website for other helpful information about elec-
tions, voting and issues: www.lwvtexas.org. 

Check with your county election official to find out if there are addi-
tional propositions on the ballot in your area.

An interactive version of this Voters Guide is available online at 
Vote411.org.  Enter your address and zip code and view the constitu-
tional amendments that appear on your ballot, as well as any local races 
or ballot propositions.  You will be able to compare pros and cons of 
the amendments side-by-side and create a printout that you can take to 
the polls.

WHAT TO TAKE TO THE POLLS
TEXAS REQUIRES VOTERS TO SHOW PHOTO ID

Texas now requires voters to show an acceptable photo ID at the polls.  
The only acceptable photo IDs are: 
Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) issued photo IDs

• Driver’s license
• Personal identification card
• Concealed handgun license 
• Election Identification Certificate

United States government issued photo IDs
• Passport
• Military identification card
• Citizenship certificate or naturalization certificate with 

photograph

Only the above photo IDs can be accepted at the polls.  Other photo IDs 
including student IDs and employer IDs cannot be accepted.
☑  The photo ID needs to be current or have expired no more than 60 
days before voting (citizenship and naturalization certificates have no 
expiration date).
☑  The name on the photo ID should match the voter registration card. 
If names don’t match, a voter may be accepted if names are “substan-
tially similar.”  Addresses need not match.
☑  Voters with a documented disability from Social Security or Vet-
erans Affairs can apply for a voter registration certificate exempting 
them from the photo ID requirement. 
☑  Voters without acceptable ID can obtain an Election Identification 
Certificate (EIC) from Texas DPS at no cost by providing proof of citi-
zenship and identity and registering to vote at DPS or showing a voter 
registration card. Requirements for the EIC can be found at http://www.
txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/electionID.htm. There is no charge for 
the EIC but the necessary documentation may have a cost.
☑  Photo ID is not required to vote by mail.  Voters may apply for a 
mail ballot if 65 or older, ill or disabled, or absent from their county 
during early voting and on Election Day.
☑  Voters who do not show an acceptable ID at the polls can vote a 
provisional ballot and have six days to show the required photo ID.
☑  Those who lack a photo ID because of a religious objection to being 
photographed or because of a natural disaster declared by the president 
will be allowed to vote a provisional ballot and complete an affidavit 
within six days of the election.

http://www.lwvtexas.org/
http://www.lwvtexas.org/
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Explanation
The proposed amendment would allow the surviving spouse of 
a member of the U.S. armed services who was killed in action 
to be exempt from paying local property taxes based on all or 
part of the total appraised value of the homestead. This proposed 
amendment follows prior amendments that have passed, grant-
ing property tax exemptions to veterans who are 100% disabled 
and their surviving spouses. 

Under Proposition 1 and its enabling bill SB 163, a surviving 
spouse is eligible if he or she has not remarried since the death 
of the spouse who served in the armed forces and if the quali-
fying homestead was the residence of the spouse at the time of 
death.  Upon remarriage, the surviving spouse would lose the 
property tax exemption. The surviving spouse would be able to 
transfer the exemption to a new homestead, but it would be lim-
ited to the dollar amount of the prior homestead exemption. 

o Arguments For
• The proposed amendment would allow local govern-

ments in Texas to assist surviving spouses of U.S. armed 

services members who have been killed in action by pro-
viding valuable relief during such a difficult time. Surviv-
ing spouses who qualify would be able to save money on 
property taxes and could use this money elsewhere.

• Surviving spouses would be able to transfer the exemp-
tion to a new residence if the surviving spouse chose to 
move within the state. 

o Arguments Against
• School districts would receive less revenue from property 

taxes so the state would have to cover the reduction by 
pulling from state general revenue, creating a cost to the 
state.  

• Local governments would lose revenue, especially in cit-
ies and towns where military families largely populate the 
area. This would result in a projected yearly loss of up to 
$84,000 from counties, $93,000 from cities, and $45,000 
from school districts by 2018 (SB 163 Fiscal Note). An 
increase in the number of people who receive property tax 
exemptions might require local governments to increase 
taxes for other taxpayers.

Check your choice in the box by each proposed amendment in this Voters Guide to save time when you are 
casting your ballot. It is legal for you to take a printed copy of this Voters Guide into the polling place.☑

Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of the surviving spouse of a member of the 
armed services of the United States who is killed in action.

Explanation
In 1952, voters amended the constitution to direct the Texas Leg-
islature to create the State Medical Education Board (SMEB) 
and a scholarship fund to issue loans to medical students who 
agreed to practice in rural areas of Texas.  In 1973, the Legisla-
ture created the SMEB.  In 1987, the Legislative Budget Board 
reported that only 11 percent of loan recipients since 1973 were 
practicing in rural Texas counties, and only 14 percent of those 
were in medically underserved areas.  No new loans have been 
issued since January 1988.  

In 1989, after a recommendation by the Sunset Advisory Com-
mission, the Legislature attached the SMEB to the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board (THECB).  All existing loans 
have been serviced or turned over to the attorney general for 

default collection.  Loan repayment programs are now used in-
stead of direct loans to medical students to attract physicians to 
practice in rural Texas.  
The proposed constitutional amendment, and its enabling bill 
HB 1061, would remove references to these defunct entities in 
the constitution and state law.

o Arguments For
• Since the SMEB and its education fund are no longer op-

erational, references to them should be removed from the 
state’s unwieldy constitution. 

o Arguments Against
• The SMEB and its education fund are obsolete and no 

loans have been issued since 1988, so a constitutional 
amendment to remove references to them is unnecessary.

Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment eliminating an obsolete requirement for a State Medical Educa-
tion Board and a State Medical Education Fund, neither of which is operational.

PROPOSITION 1

PROPOSITION 2
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Explanation
Currently, in order to promote economic development in the 
state, the Texas Constitution allows local taxing authorities 
to exempt from ad valorem taxation property that is in Texas 
temporarily.  This tax exemption is commonly referred to as a 
“freeport exemption.” Eligible property includes goods, wares, 
merchandise, other tangible property, and ores, other than oil, 
natural gas, and other petroleum products.  To be eligible for the 
exemption, the property must be acquired in or imported into 
Texas for export; detained for assembly, storage, manufacturing, 
processing, or fabrication; and shipped out of Texas no later than 
175 days after acquisition or importation.

Eligible property currently includes aircraft and aircraft parts 
used for maintenance or repairs by certified air carriers.  The 
proposed amendment and its enabling bill HB 3121 authorize 
the governing body of a political subdivision that already grants 
a freeport exemption to extend, up to 730 days (two years) after 
acquisition or importation, the date when aircraft parts with an 
exemption have to be transported outside of the state.  The ex-
tension would apply only to the political subdivision that grants 
it.

If passed, the amendment would take effect January 1, 2014, and 
apply only to a tax year that begins on or after that date.

 o Arguments For
• The proposed extension of the freeport exemption would 

provide an economic development tool designed to make 

Texas competitive in the aerospace industry that contrib-
utes billions to the state’s economy.  Texas is one of only 
a few states with a tax on inventory.  Since aerospace sup-
pliers often require inventory to be onsite for much longer 
than 175 days, at least one aerospace company has moved 
its storage or operations to another state because of the 
inventory tax.

• Granting an extension would be totally at the option of 
each local government already granting an exemption.

• Loss of tax revenue to a school district that grants a free-
port exemption may be offset by additional state aid, 
since the amount of the exemption is subtracted from the 
market value of inventory or property to determine the 
taxable value for the taxing authority.  Any extra cost to 
the state could be offset by additional revenues from in-
creased economic development and jobs. 

o Arguments Against
• Singling out one group for special tax exemption status 

raises issues of uniformity in taxation.  If the extension is 
authorized for aircraft parts, similar industries that make 
specialized parts and have a high portion of idle inventory 
may seek similar extensions.  

• Granting an extension reduces tax revenues for local gov-
ernments.

• An increase in exemptions by school districts could result 
in higher costs to the state.

Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment to authorize a political subdivision of this state to extend the num-
ber of days that aircraft parts that are exempt from ad valorem taxation due to their location in this state for a temporary 
period may be located in this state for purposes of qualifying for the tax exemption.

Explanation
Currently, the Texas Constitution provides that a 100 percent 
or totally disabled veteran, or the veteran’s surviving spouse, is 
entitled to an exemption from ad valorem taxation of the market 
value of the disabled veteran’s resident homestead, subject to 
certain restrictions.

This proposed amendment, and its enabling legislation HB 97, 

would provide a similar exemption to a partially disabled vet-
eran or surviving spouse, if the homestead has been donated by a 
charitable organization at no cost to the veteran.  The amount of 
the exemption would be a percentage of the market value of the 
residence homestead that is equal to the percentage of disability 
of the veteran.  Proposition 4 would allow the legislature to pro-
vide additional eligibility requirements for the exemption, and 
would not affect whether a qualified disabled veteran was en-

Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of part of the market value of the residence homestead of a partially disabled veteran or the surviving 
spouse of a partially disabled veteran if the residence homestead was donated to the disabled veteran by a charitable orga-
nization.

PROPOSITION 3

PROPOSITION 4

...continued on the next page
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titled to another exemption for veterans for which he or she may 
qualify.  It also allows partially disabled veterans to be added to 
the list of individuals authorized to pay property taxes in install-
ments as provided by current law.

 o Arguments For
• Texas charitable organizations have given homes to dis-

abled veterans, but in some cases the veteran is unable to 
pay the property taxes, resulting in an unintended conse-
quence of foreclosure.  These veterans have sacrificed for 
our country and are deserving of help.  The cost of the 
exemption is small because only a dozen or so homes per 
year are donated cost-free to disabled veterans.

• Partially disabled veterans who receive these homes are 
not likely to return to full employment and need help with 
their taxes. 

o Arguments Against
• Singling out one group for special tax exemption status, 

even though deserving, raises issues of uniformity in tax-
ation and could open the door to continued erosion of the 
tax base.  

• If the purpose of the bill is to help partially disabled veter-
ans keep their homes while they are unable to pay property 
taxes, the exemption should not be permanent.  It should 
expire when the veteran can afford to pay property taxes.

Explanation
A "reverse mortgage for purchase" allows a senior aged 62 or 
older to purchase a new principal residence and obtain a reverse 
mortgage within a single transaction. Texas is the second largest 
market in the country for reverse mortgages, but the only state 
that does not offer the "reverse mortgage for purchase" because 
it is not authorized in the state constitution. 

A reverse mortgage is a form of home equity loan that does not 
require a monthly payment.  During the course of the loan, the 
debt increases with the addition of various costs such as inter-
est, mortgage insurance premiums, and servicing fees, while the 
homeowner’s equity decreases. Repayment of the loan is de-
ferred until the borrower dies, sells, or moves out of the resi-
dence. While reverse mortgages are a small market nationally, 
approximately 70,000 originated per year, it could grow dramat-
ically in the decades ahead spurred by an aging baby boomer 
population.

Proposition 5 would enable Texas seniors to use "reverse mort-
gages for purchase" to acquire a new residence. It would also 
require reverse mortgage lenders to expand currently required 
counseling to borrowers to include disclosure of the specific be-
haviors that can lead to foreclosure on a property.

 o Arguments For
• This proposition saves costs for seniors by allowing a re-

verse mortgage loan to be set up as part of a purchase 
rather than after a purchase to eliminate duplicative pro-
cesses.

• Using a "reverse mortgage for purchase," the homeown-
er can occupy a new residence without making a single 
mortgage payment. This helps seniors relocate to other 
geographical areas or downsize to homes that better meet 
their needs. 

• Reverse mortgage loans are typically easier to qualify for 
than traditional loans, which have income and credit score 
requirements to support the borrower’s ability to meet re-
payment commitments. 

o Arguments Against
• All reverse mortgages are complex financial products. 

Surveys have found that consumers struggle to understand 
and make good decisions even after required counseling. 

• Homeowners can lose a lifetime of home equity as a result 
of fraud, scams, misleading advertising, aggressive sales 
tactics and discriminatory practices sometimes associated 
with reverse mortgages.  This risk increases significantly 
when state regulation and enforcement are weak. 

• As baby boomers consider the reverse mortgage market, 
their choices may put them at considerable risk at a time 
in their lives when making a financial recovery is unlikely.

Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment to authorize the making of a reverse mortgage loan for the pur-
chase of homestead property and to amend lender disclosures and other requirements in connection with a reverse mort-
gage loan.

PROPOSITION 4 (continued)

PROPOSITION 5

Support expanded distribution of LWV-Texas Education Fund Voters Guides!  Tax-deductible contributions can be made at 
www.lwvtexas.org or mailed to LWV-TEF, 1212 Guadalupe St. #107, Austin, TX 78701.
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PROPOSITION 6

Explanation
The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) develops a state 
water plan based on information from each of 16 regional water-
planning groups. Existing state funding relies primarily on is-
suance of general obligation bonds, legislative appropriations, 
and federal grants that finance loans to local and regional water 
suppliers.  In November 2011, voters approved a constitutional 
amendment that authorized the TWDB to issue additional gen-
eral obligation bonds not to exceed $6 billion at any time.

Proposition 6 establishes two funds to finance water plan proj-
ects:  the State Water Implementation Fund for Texas (SWIFT) 
and the State Water Implementation Revenue Fund for Texas 
(SWIRFT).  The two funds would receive financial resources for 
water projects, including revenue authorized by the state legis-
lature, investment earnings and interest, and proceeds from the 
sale of bonds. The two funds would be part of the state treasury 
but outside the general revenue fund, a constitutional require-
ment to give the legislature control over disbursements. 

Under Proposition 6, TWDB would have the power to enter into 
bond enhancement agreements to make bonds more attractive 
to purchasers. If the legislature provides authorization and the 
Legislative Budget Board approves, TWDB would have the au-
thority to issue bonds and related credit agreements and to make 
direct loans for water projects in the state water plan.  Repay-
ment of loans would provide a revolving cash flow for addi-
tional loans. 

HB 1025 authorizes the transfer of $2 billion from the economic 
stabilization fund, commonly known as the Rainy Day Fund, if 
the amendment passes. Money in the fund would be available to 
provide support for low-interest loans, longer repayment terms 
for loans, incremental repurchase terms for projects in which 
the state owns an interest, and deferral of loan payments. The 
enabling legislation for the proposed amendment, HB 4, pre-

scribes how the funds are to be invested and how they may be 
apportioned within the state water plan.  At least 10 percent of 
funds would be applied to projects designed to serve rural areas 
and 20 percent for water conservation or reuse.

 o Arguments For
• Ensuring an adequate water supply is essential to the pub-

lic and economic health of Texas. These two funds pro-
vide a sustainable mechanism for funding water develop-
ment projects with an initial transfer of $2 billion from the 
Rainy Day Fund to seed a revolving cash flow for making 
loans for water projects.

• Responding to the current drought emergency is an ap-
propriate use of the Rainy Day Fund and will provide a 
better return on investment than if the money were left in 
that fund.  

• Without the necessary funding for priority projects in the 
state water plan, Texas stands to lose millions of jobs and 
suffer reduced economic activity and decreased tax rev-
enues. 

o Arguments Against
• These two new funds are unnecessary as there is already 

available funding for water development projects admin-
istered by TWDB. 

• While TWDB needs to proceed with priority projects, 
taking money from the Rainy Day Fund is inappropri-
ate. Reducing the amount in this fund could reduce the 
state’s excellent credit rating and affect the state’s ability 
to respond to a natural disaster or other emergency situa-
tions. The legislature should make a separate appropria-
tion from the general fund. 

• The state should not take on the financing of water plan 
projects.  Financing should be provided by those benefit-
ing from the projects.

Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the State Water Implementation 
Fund for Texas and the State Water Implementation Revenue Fund for Texas to assist in the financing of priority projects 
in the state water plan to ensure the availability of adequate water resources.

Secretary of State                              Texas Legislature Online                              LWV-Texas
        www.sos.state.tx.us              www.legis.state.tx.us     www.lwvtexas.org
        www.votetexas.gov
VOTE411.ORG:  An interactive version of this Voters Guide is available online at Vote411.org. Enter your address and zip 
code and view the constitutional amendments that appear on your ballot. You will be able to compare pros and cons of the 
amendments side-by-side and create a printout that you can take to the polls.

HELPFUL WEBSITES
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PROPOSITION 7

Explanation
Almost all Texas cities of more than 5,000 population have ad-
opted a home rule or an independent city charter. A home rule 
city can pass any regulations or laws it deems necessary as long 
as they are consistent with the state constitution and statutes.

Section 11, Article XI of the Texas Constitution prohibits a city 
with terms of office between two and four years from filling va-
cancies by appointment. These cities must fill vacancies by ma-
jority vote during a special election held within 120 days after 
the start of the vacancy. 

The proposed constitutional amendment and its enabling bill HB 
1372 would authorize a home rule city to provide in its charter 
a procedure other than a special election to fill a vacancy in its 
governing body for which the unexpired term is 12 months or 
less.

 o Arguments For
• Proposition 7 would cut taxpayer costs. When an elected 

city official passes away or otherwise leaves office, the 

Constitution requires the city to hold a special election 
within 120 days even if only a few months remain in the 
term. Taxpayers pay thousands of dollars to hold special 
elections only a few months before a regular election. 

• This proposition would provide parity in election regula-
tions. Vacancies for elected city officials with terms of 
office of less than two years can be filled by appointment. 
This proposition would allow vacancies to be filled by the 
same process for all elected officials. It would preserve 
democratic accountability because cities would have to 
hold elections as usual after the expiration of an appoint-
ed official’s term. 

o Arguments Against
• Proposition 7 might increase the opportunity for corrup-

tion by allowing city officials to appoint one another. 
• Voting and elections are the best way to ensure democrat-

ic accountability. The cost of special elections is a small 
price to pay to ensure accountability.

Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment authorizing a home-rule municipality to provide in its charter the 
procedure to fill a vacancy on its governing body for which the unexpired term is 12 months or less.

PROPOSITION 8
Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment repealing Section 7, Article IX, Texas Constitution, which relates 
to the creation of a hospital district in Hidalgo County. 

Explanation
Proposition 8 would remove from the Texas Constitution a 1960 
amendment that authorized the creation of a hospital district in 
Hidalgo County with a maximum tax rate of 10 cents per $100 
valuation of taxable property.  This limit is below all other coun-
ties in Texas, and no hospital district has been created in Hidalgo 
County.  Repealing the 1960 amendment, which applies only to 
Hidalgo County, would allow it to come under Section 4 of the 
Texas Constitution which provides for hospital districts in all 
counties, with a maximum tax rate of 75 cents per $100 valua-
tion of all taxable property. 

If Proposition 8 is passed, the formation of a hospital district 
in Hidalgo County and the district’s tax rate would require ap-
proval from the county’s voters during an election.

 o Arguments For
• Hidalgo is the only county in the state with a tax limita-

tion of 10 cents per $100 property valuation.  It is also the 
largest county without a hospital district.  The existing 
limitation hinders its ability to create and operate a sus-
tainable district.  Passage of Proposition 8 would allow 
Hidalgo County the same taxing rate that other counties 
have.

• Hidalgo County has a high rate of uninsured residents, 
and this proposition could help the county establish a hos-
pital district and obtain federal funds for much-needed 
emergency care for the poor. 

o Arguments Against
• Passage of this proposition would likely increase the tax-

es for property owners in Hidalgo County, since a hospital 
district could be created with a tax rate as high as 75 cents 
per $100 valuation of all property.

• An increase in taxes could hurt the very people this prop-
osition is hoping to serve:  the poor.

This Voters Guide is available at www.lwvtexas.org and at VOTE411.org.
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PROPOSITION 9

Explanation
The State Commission on Judicial Conduct (SCJC) was created 
in 1965, through a constitutional amendment, to investigate al-
legations of judicial misconduct or disability and to discipline 
judges.  The SCJC is responsible for ensuring that Texas judges 
comply with standards of conduct established in the Texas Con-
stitution and by the Texas Supreme Court.  Currently, after a 
formal disciplinary proceeding, the SCJC may issue an order 
of public censure or recommend removal or retirement of the 
judge/justice.

During its review of the SCJC, the Sunset Advisory Commis-
sion recommended that the SCJC be authorized to use its full 
range of disciplinary actions following a formal proceeding.  If 
this proposed amendment passes, the SCJC may at its discre-
tion issue a private or public admonition, warning, reprimand, or 

requirement that the person obtain additional training or educa-
tion, as well as the censure or formal recommendations of resig-
nation or retirement.

 o Arguments For
• Proposition 9 would lead to greater public accountabil-

ity for judges and justices; continue to promote public 
confidence in the integrity, independence, competence, 
and impartiality of the judiciary, and encourage judges to 
maintain high standards of conduct both on and off the 
bench.

o Arguments Against
• Stronger measures than those provided by Proposition 9 

are needed to reinforce the SCJC’s authority to discipline 
judges and hold them accountable for judicial misconduct.

Official Ballot Language:  The constitutional amendment relating to expanding the types of sanctions that may be assessed 
against a judge or justice following a formal proceeding instituted by the State Commission on Judicial Contact. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROCESS
The Texas Constitution is among the longest of state constitu-
tions in the United States. Since its initial adoption in 1876, a 
total of 653 amendments have been proposed, of which 474 
were approved by voters and 179 were rejected. An amendment 
is proposed in a joint resolution that can originate in either house 
of the state legislature during a regular or special session. A joint 
resolution specifies the election date and may contain more than 
one amendment. The joint resolution must receive a vote of two-
thirds of each house before it is presented to the voters. The gov-
ernor cannot veto a joint resolution.

The governor can, however, veto the enabling legislation, the bill 
to enact the amendment if it is passed by voters. Not all amend-
ments require enabling legislation. If the voters reject an amend-
ment, the enabling legislation does not take effect. If the amend-
ment fails, the legislature may resubmit it in a future legislative 
session. Amendments take effect when the official vote canvass 
confirms statewide voter approval, unless a later date is specified 
in the joint resolution.

REGISTER TO VOTE
You must register to vote at least 30 days before the election 
date. The last day you can register to vote in the 2013 Constitu-
tional Amendment Election is October 7. 

To register to vote, you must be a citizen of the United States, a 
resident of the county, and at least 18 years old on Election Day. 

You must not have been declared mentally incapacitated by a 
court of law. If you have been convicted of a felony, you may 
register to vote only after you have completed the punishment 
phase of your conviction, including any terms of incarceration, 
parole, supervision, or period of probation ordered by the court.

You can register in person at the voter registration office in your 
county, or fill out an application that can be mailed (or faxed 
with follow-up by mail) or returned in person to the voter regis-
trar in your county of residence. Application forms are available 
at many libraries, government offices and high schools. The ap-
plication is available online at the Secretary of State’s voter in-
formation website, www.votetexas.gov. The website also allows 
you to search to see if you are already registered. 

After you apply, a voter registration certificate will be mailed to 
you within 30 days. This certificate includes your precinct for 
voting on Election Day as well as your congressional, state leg-
islative, county, and local districts. 

The registration will remain in effect until you move and a new 
certificate will be sent to you every two years without further 
application on your part. If you move, however, your registra-
tion certificate will not be forwarded to your new address. If you 
move within the same county, you must notify your county clerk 
or election administrator in writing or online of your new ad-
dress as soon as possible. Then a new certificate will be mailed 
to you. If you move to another county, you must re-register by 
applying to the election office in your new county. 
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       ☑ ADVOCATING     ☑ AGITATING     ☑ EDUCATING
Who else but the LWV is a nonpartisan, political organization and one of America’s most trusted grassroots or-
ganizations? The LWV...encouraging active participation in government...working to increase understanding of 
major public policy issues...influencing public policy through education and advocacy...making democracy work!

Learn more about our 27 Local Leagues and how they help shape today’s important issues by visiting the League’s 
website at www.lwvtexas.org. 

WHERE TO VOTE
All registered voters may vote early by personal appearance at 
any early voting location in their county. Check with your local 
newspaper or the county clerk or election administrator for early 
voting times and locations. Early voting days for the November 
5, 2013, General Election are October 21-November 1.

Election Day you must vote in your precinct of residence (un-
less your area is participating in countywide vote centers). Your 
precinct is listed on your registration card, or you may find out 
where to vote by calling or going online with your county elec-
tion administrator. County elections addresses and fax numbers 
are available at www.votetexas.gov or VOTE411.org. Voting 
places are also listed in most newspapers. If you report to the in-
correct polling place, you will be redirected to the correct site or 
offered a provisional ballot. You can vote by provisional ballot, 
but if it is determined that you are not registered in the precinct 
where you vote, your ballot will not be counted by Texas law. 
More information on provisional voting appears on the Texas 
Secretary of State website www.votetexas.gov.

BALLOT BY MAIL
Only specific reasons entitle a person to vote by mail (no longer 
called absentee voting). You may request a ballot by mail if you 
will be away from your county on Election Day and during early 
voting, are sick or disabled, are 65 years of age or older on Elec-
tion Day, or are confined to jail. You do not need a photo ID to 
vote by mail.

Request an Application for Ballot by Mail from the early vot-
ing clerk in the county where you are registered, or download 
the form from www.votetexas.gov. The completed form must be 
received by mail or fax by October 25. Note: postmarks don’t 
count. County elections addresses and fax numbers are available 
at www.votetexas.gov or VOTE411.org.

A ballot will be mailed to you, and you must return your com-
pleted ballot to your county elections department by 7 p.m. on 
Election Day, November 5. The ballot must be received, not just 
postmarked, by that date. If you are mailing your ballot from 
outside the United States, the early voting clerk must receive 
your ballot by the fifth day after Election Day. (You must mail it 
no later than 7 p.m. on Election Day.)

STUDENT VOTERS
Students may use either their parents’ address or their college ad-
dress for voter registration, whichever they consider to be their 
permanent address. Students cannot be registered at both places. 
The general rule of thumb is that wherever students claim resi-
dency is the place where they should be registered to vote. Stu-
dents who will be away from their address on Election Day and 
during early voting may request ballots by mail. Student IDs are 
not adequate photo IDs for voting and will not be accepted at the 
polls.

PROVISIONAL VOTING
The Federal Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002 provides 
for provisional voting if a voter’s name does not appear on the 
list of registered voters due to an administrative error. If your 
name is not on the rolls of registered voters in your precinct, but 
you believe you are registered, the election judge will attempt 
to determine if you are registered somewhere in your county. If 
your registration cannot be found, you may cast a provisional 
vote by filling out an affidavit and a paper ballot. This ballot is 
kept separate from the regular ballots, and the case will be re-
viewed by the provisional voting ballot board. The ballot will be 
counted only if the voter is determined to be a registered voter in 
that precinct. Provisional voters will receive a notice in the mail 
by the tenth day after the local canvass advising them if their 
provisional ballots were counted and, if they were not counted, 
the reason why. 
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